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State Agency Fundraiser Elections and Exemptions 

for Smart Snacks Nutrition Standards 

This information applies only to sponsors of the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and 

School Breakfast Program (SBP) that do not participate in Connecticut’s Healthy Food 

Certification (HFC) under Section 10-215f of the Connecticut General Statutes. Public schools 

that participate in HFC have different requirements and must follow the state HFC fundraiser 

requirements outlined in the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) resource, 

Requirements for Food and Beverage Fundraisers in HFC Public Schools.  
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Smart Snacks Overview  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) Snacks nutrition standards were established by 

the final rule, National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program: Nutrition 

Standards for All Foods Sold in School as Required by the HHFKA of 2010. Effective July 1, 

2014, these standards apply to all competitive foods sold on school campus during the school 

day in public schools, private schools, and residential child care institutions (RCCIs) that 

participate in the NSLP and SBP.  

• Competitive foods are all foods and beverages available for sale to students on the 

school campus during the school day, separately from reimbursable meals and snacks 

in the USDA’s Child Nutrition Programs (CNPs).  

• The school campus is all areas of the property under the jurisdiction of the school that 

are accessible to students during the school day. 

• The school day is the period from midnight before to 30 minutes after the end of the 

official school day. 

For information on the Smart Snacks requirements, refer to the CSDE’s resource, Summary of 

Smart Snacks Standards. For guidance on the additional federal and state laws that apply to 

competitive foods in schools, refer to the CSDE’s resource, Overview of Federal and State Laws 

for Competitive Foods in Connecticut Public Schools, Private Schools, and Residential Child 

Care Institutions, and visit the CSDE’s Competitive Foods in Schools webpage. 

USDA Fundraiser Exemptions 

The USDA recognizes that fundraisers play a vital role in providing additional sources of income 

to school districts to support extracurricular activities, such as sports, drama and music, that 

contribute to students’ education, physical health, and overall well-being. The Smart Snacks 

requirements do not apply to fundraisers that do not sell food or that take place outside of 

school, e.g., cookie dough or frozen pizza sales. There are no limits on the number of 

fundraisers that may be held when all fundraiser foods meet the Smart Snacks requirements. 

The Smart Snacks standards do not apply to after-hours fundraisers or after-hours concessions 

that operate during athletic events, school concerts or on weekends.  

https://www.fna.usda.gov/cn/fr-072916d
https://www.fna.usda.gov/cn/fr-072916d
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/child-nutrition-programs
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/compfoods/summary_smart_snacks_nutrition_standards.pdf?rev=2d693c8be1ed4260aa7706a0545e4499&hash=7DF1DF8AEF1A9D6CDBD4703C661BE5D3
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/compfoods/summary_smart_snacks_nutrition_standards.pdf?rev=2d693c8be1ed4260aa7706a0545e4499&hash=7DF1DF8AEF1A9D6CDBD4703C661BE5D3
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/compfoods/overview_federal_state_laws_competitive_foods.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/compfoods/overview_federal_state_laws_competitive_foods.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/compfoods/overview_federal_state_laws_competitive_foods.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/competitive-foods
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Connecticut Fundraiser Exemption Policy 

States have the authority to set their own policy relating to fundraisers that do not meet the 

USDA’s criteria, i.e., “exempt fundraisers.” Connecticut does not allow any exemptions for 

fundraisers under the Smart Snacks regulation. Therefore, all fundraisers sold during the 

school day must meet the Smart Snacks nutrition standards. 

Additional Fundraiser Requirements 

In addition to complying with Smarts Snacks, fundraisers must also comply with all applicable 

federal and state laws. Additional state requirements may apply based on the types of foods 

and beverages sold and the time and location of the fundraiser. For more information on the 

fundraiser requirements under Smart Snacks, refer to the CSDE’s resources, Requirements for 

Food and Beverage Fundraisers in Non-HFC Public Schools and Requirements for Food and 

Beverage Fundraisers in Private Schools and Residential Child Care Institutions. 

Resources 

A Guide to Smart Snacks in School (USDA): 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/guide-smart-snacks-school  

Allowable Beverages in Connecticut Public Schools (CSDE):  

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/compfoods/allowable_beverages_public_ 

schools.pdf 

Best Practices for Healthy School Fundraisers (USDA): 

https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/tn/best-practices-healthy-school-fundraisers 

Beverage Requirements (CSDE webpage): 

https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/beverage-requirements 

Competitive Foods in Schools (CSDE webpage): 

https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/competitive-foods 

List of Acceptable Foods and Beverages (CSDE webpage):   

https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/list-of-acceptable-foods-and-beverages 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/hfc/fundraiser_requirements_nonhfc.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/hfc/fundraiser_requirements_nonhfc.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/hfc/fundraiser_requirements_private_rcci.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/hfc/fundraiser_requirements_private_rcci.pdf
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/guide-smart-snacks-school
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/compfoods/allowable_beverages_public_schools.pdf
https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/tn/best-practices-healthy-school-fundraisers
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/beverage-requirements
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/competitive-foods
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/list-of-acceptable-foods-and-beverages
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Overview of Federal and State Laws for Competitive Foods in Connecticut Public Schools, 

Private Schools, and Residential Child Care Institutions (CSDE): 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/compfoods/overview_federal_state_laws_ 

competitive_foods.pdf 

Requirements for Food and Beverage Fundraisers in Non-HFC Public Schools (CSDE): 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/hfc/fundraiser_requirements_nonhfc.pdf  

Requirements for Food and Beverage Fundraisers in Private Schools andResidential Child 

Care Institutions (CSDE): 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/hfc/fundraiser_requirements_private_rcci.pdf 

Smart Snacks ─ Fundraisers and Foods Not Intended for Consumption at School (USDA 

website): 

https://www.fna.usda.gov/school-meals/nutrition-standards/smartsnacks/fundraisers. 

Smart Snacks Nutrition Standards (CSDE webpage): 

https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/smart-snacks-nutrition-standards 

Smart Snacks in Schools (USDA webpage): 

https://www.fna.usda.gov/school-meals/nutrition-standards/smartsnacks 

Summary of Smart Snacks Standards (CSDE): 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/compfoods/summary_smart_snacks_nutrition_ 

standards.pdf 

USDA Final Rule: National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program: Nutrition 

Standards for All Foods Sold in School as Required by the HHFKA of 2010 

https://www.fna.usda.gov/cn/fr-072916d 

USDA Memo SP 36-2014: Smart Snacks Nutrition Standards and Exempt Fundraisers 

https://www.fna.usda.gov/cn/smart-snacks-nutrition-standards-and-exempt-fundraisers  

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/compfoods/overview_federal_state_laws_competitive_foods.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/compfoods/overview_federal_state_laws_competitive_foods.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/hfc/fundraiser_requirements_nonhfc.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/hfc/fundraiser_requirements_private_rcci.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/hfc/fundraiser_requirements_private_rcci.pdf
https://www.fna.usda.gov/school-meals/nutrition-standards/smartsnacks/fundraisers
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/smart-snacks-nutrition-standards
https://www.fna.usda.gov/school-meals/nutrition-standards/smartsnacks
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/compfoods/summary_smart_snacks_nutrition_standards.pdf?rev=2d693c8be1ed4260aa7706a0545e4499&hash=7DF1DF8AEF1A9D6CDBD4703C661BE5D3
https://www.fna.usda.gov/cn/fr-072916d
https://www.fna.usda.gov/cn/fr-072916d
https://www.fna.usda.gov/cn/smart-snacks-nutrition-standards-and-exempt-fundraisers
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For more information, visit the CSDE’s Smart Snacks Nutrition Standards webpage 

and Beverage Requirements webpage or contact the school nutrition programs staff 

at the Connecticut State Department of Education, Bureau of Child Nutrition 

Programs, 450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841. This 

document is available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/compfoods/ 

state_agency_fundraiser_elections_smart_snacks.  

The Connecticut State Department of Education is committed to a policy of equal 

opportunity/affirmative action for all qualified persons. The Connecticut Department of Education 

does not discriminate in any employment practice, education program, or educational activity on 

the basis of race; color; religious creed; age; sex; pregnancy; sexual orientation; workplace 

hazards to reproductive systems, gender identity or expression; marital status; national origin; 

ancestry; retaliation for previously opposed discrimination or coercion, intellectual disability; 

genetic information; learning disability; physical disability (including, but not limited to, 

blindness); mental disability (past/present history thereof); military or veteran status; status as a 

victim of domestic violence; or criminal record in state employment, unless there is a bona fide 

occupational qualification excluding persons in any of the aforementioned protected classes. 

Inquiries regarding the Connecticut State Department of Education’s nondiscrimination policies 

should be directed to: Attorney Louis Todisco, Connecticut State Department of Education, by 

mail 450 Columbus Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-1841; or by telephone 860-713-6594; or by 

email louis.todisco@ct.gov.  

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Smart-Snacks-Nutrition-Standards
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Beverage-Requirements
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Contact-Information-for-School-Nutrition-Programs
mailto:louis.todisco@ct.gov
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In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 

regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, 

color, national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or 

reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with 

disabilities who require alternative means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., 

Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or 

local agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice 

and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, 

USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online at: 

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by 

calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the 

complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged 

discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) 

about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or 

letter must be submitted to USDA by: 

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

 

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/‌files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov

