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• Universal Tools

 Designated Supports

 Accommodations
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Universal Tools: Available to ALL students
Embedded

•Breaks
•Calculator
•Digital Notepad 
•English Dictionary
•English Glossary
•English Thesaurus
•Expanded Passages
•Global Notes
•Highlighter
•Keyboard Navigation
•Mark for Review
•Math Tools
•Spell Check
•Strikethrough
•Writing Tools
•Zoom

Non-Embedded
•Breaks
•English Dictionary
•Scratch Paper
•Thesaurus 

Designated Supports: Available to ANY student with a need 
determined by educators

Embedded
•Color Contrast
•Masking
•Text-to-Speech 
•*Translations-Math (Glossary)
•*Translations-Math (Stacked)
•Turn off any universal 

accessibility tool

Non-Embedded

•*Bilingual Dictionary
•Color Contrast
•Color Overlay
•Magnification
•Noise Buffering 
•~Read Aloud
•Separate Setting
•Translation-Math (Glossary)
•Translation Test Directions

Accommodations: Available to students with an IEP 
or 504 Plan

Embedded
•American Sign Language (Video)
•Braille
•Closed Captioning
•Streamline
•Text-to-Speech (ELA-reading 

Passages) grades 3-8

Non-Embedded
•Abacus
•Alternate Response Options
•Braille Booklet
•Calculator- grades 6-8
•Large Print Booklet
•Multiplication Table-grades 4-8
•# Print on Demand
•~ # Read Aloud- (ELA-reading Passages) grades 

3-8
•~ # Scribe
•Speech-to-Text

*Intended for English Learners (EL)

# Requires Petition for Approval of Special Documented Accommodations 

~ Requires Trained Educator

http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Embedded-Universal-Tools-and-Online-Features-FINALnarrated_030415.pptx
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Embedded-Dictionary_Thesaurus.pdf
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Embedded-Dictionary_Thesaurus.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/KeyboardCommandsForStudents.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Instructions-for-using-Embedded-Glossaries.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2015_READ_ALOUD_signoff_5-20-2014.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/resources/?section=2
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Embedded-Accommodation-ASL-Instructions-Final.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/CT_Braille_Reqs_Manual_2014-15.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/MULTIPLICATION-TABLE-1-9.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2015_READ_ALOUD_signoff_5-20-2014.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Scribing-Protocol.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Accessibility-and-Accommodations-Module-FINAL-narrated.pptx
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Accessibility-and-Accommodations-Module-FINAL-narrated.pptx
http://ct.portal.airast.org/
http://ct.portal.airast.org/


CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Instructions-for-using-Embedded-Glossaries.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Instructions-for-using-Embedded-Glossaries.pdf
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http://ct.portal.airast.org/resources/?section=smarter-balanced-resources
http://ct.portal.airast.org/resources/?section=smarter-balanced-resources
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http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2015_READ_ALOUD_signoff_5-20-2014.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2015_READ_ALOUD_signoff_5-20-2014.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Read-Aloud-Guidelines.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Read-Aloud-Guidelines.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2015_READ_ALOUD_signoff_5-20-2014.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Read-Aloud-Guidelines.pdf
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Things to consider when choosing 
Designated Supports

 Text to Speech/Read Aloud features are 
differentially effective for and preferred by students

 Some features increase engagement and 
motivation in students

 Too many features can be confusing to students
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Who is  Eligible for Accommodations?
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Who Is Involved in 
Accommodations Decisions?
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Accommodations
Available to students with an IEP or 504 Plan 

Embedded
• American Sign Language

(Video)
• Braille
• Closed Captioning
• Streamline
• Text-to-Speech (ELA-reading 

Passages) grades 3-8

Non-Embedded

• Abacus
• Alternate Response Options
• Braille Booklet
• Calculator- grades 6-8
• Large Print Booklet
• Multiplication Table-grades 

4-8 
• # Print on Demand
• ~ Read Aloud- (ELA-reading 

Passages) grades 3-8
• ~ # Scribe
• Speech-to-Text

# Requires Petition for Approval of Special Documented Accommodations 

~ Requires Trained Educator

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Embedded-Accommodation-ASL-Instructions-Final.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/CT_Braille_Reqs_Manual_2014-15.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/MULTIPLICATION-TABLE-1-9.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Read-Aloud-Guidelines.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Scribing-Protocol.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2015_READ_ALOUD_signoff_5-20-2014.pdf
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Embedded Accommodations
Accommodations that are part of on-line testing platform.

American Sign Language (ASL)
Refreshable Braille/ Embosser

Closed Captioning

Text-to-
Speech of 
Reading 
Passages 
(Grades 3-8)

Streamline

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Embedded-Accommodation-ASL-Instructions-Final.pdf
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EMBEDDED ACCOMMODATIONS
• Very small number of students with 

specific disabilities qualify, typically 1 to 
1.5% of the tested population of students.

• Available for students in grade 3-8 but 
special care should be taken when 
selecting this accommodation for these 
grades.

• DOCUMENTED need indicated in 
student’s IEP or 504 plan.

• Headphones are needed unless tested 
individually in a separate setting.

ELA passages,
grades 3-8 
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Non-Embedded Accommodations
Accommodations that are supplied at the school level.

Abacus *Alternate 
Response Options

Calculator

Multiplication Table *Print on Demand Read Aloud for 
ELA Reading 

Passages

Scribe *Speech-to-text

*Permissive mode needs to be activated 

Braille Booklet Large Print Booklet

http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/MULTIPLICATION-TABLE-1-9.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/MULTIPLICATION-TABLE-1-9.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/MULTIPLICATION-TABLE-1-9.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/MULTIPLICATION-TABLE-1-9.pdf
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NON-EMBEDDED ACCOMMODATIONS

Read Aloud:  ELA Reading 
Passages, grades 3-8

• Very small number of students (estimated 
to be approximately 1-1.5% of students 
participating in a general assessment)

• DOCUMENTED need indicated in 
student’s IEP or 504 plan for grades 3-8 

• Student MUST be tested alone.

Trained and qualified human reader.

• MUST receive approval for this 
accommodation through application to 
CSDE . (Special Accommodation form)

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2015_READ_ALOUD_signoff_5-20-2014.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2015_READ_ALOUD_signoff_5-20-2014.pdf
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Guidelines for Choosing TTS or Read Aloud in Grades 3-5

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Guidelines-for-Choosing-TTS-or-Read-Aloud-in-Grades-3-5-.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Guidelines-for-Choosing-TTS-or-Read-Aloud-in-Grades-3-5-.pdf
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NON-EMBEDDED ACCOMMODATIONS

Scribe • Trained and qualified scribe.

• All other options have been considered 
before applying for this accommodation.

• MUST supply documentation of a student’s 
significant motor or processing difficulties, 
or who have had a recent injury.

• Student MUST be tested alone.

• Student is able to develop planning notes via 
the scribe.

Requires Petition for Approval of Special Documented Accommodations 

• Submit Scribing Protocol for Smarter 
Balanced Assessments 
Security/Confidentiality Agreement 
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Non-Embedded Accommodations

 MUST receive approval for this 
accommodation through application to 
CSDE. (Petition for Approval for Special 
Documented Accommodations form)

 MUST supply documentation of a student’s 
disability preventing the use of a computer.

 Your district test coordinator is  
responsible for contacting the Smarter 
Balanced Help Desk in order to set up the 
process to print individual test items.

 Trained and qualified scribe to transfer 
student responses to online assessment. 
Therefore you will also need to apply for 
the Scribe accommodation as described in 
the previous slide.

Print on Demand

Requires Petition for Approval of Special Documented Accommodations 
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Connecticut State Department of Education 
Test Supports/Accommodations Form: Special Education Students, Section 504 Students, EL Students 

Meeting Date:  __________________________  
  

          
 

Student’s Name:   First  __________________________   Last  _____________________________________ 
Date of Birth [MM/DD/YY]:  ______________________          Sex:    □ M   □ F          Grade:  ___________ 
Administrator/Designee:  _________________________  Email:  ____________________________________ 

 

This student has a (choose one):   Special Education IEP       Section 504 Plan         Neither 
This is an English Learner - EL :    Yes        No 

 

 
SUBJECT 

MATH= SMARTER BALANCED Grades 3-8 Mathematics                   
ELA/ELPT= SMARTER BALANCED Grades 3-8  English Language Arts- Includes Reading; Writing; Listening; 

Research                                           
  SC= CMT/CAPT Science, Grades 5, 8 & 10 ONLY  

MATH ELA   ELPT SC PRESENTATION SUPPORTS/ACCOMMODATIONS    ALL ▲     SPED/504 ■       EL ♦  
     Embedded: Refreshable Braille ( Contracted ;      Non-contracted)  ■     
     Embedded: Braille Embosser ( Contracted;       Non-contracted) ■     

 *  ^ Embedded: American Sign Language (ASL) - Video          *(ELA-Listening only)                                                    
Non-Embedded: ^(Sign Language for Test Items Including Directions by a Qualified Staff)  ■     

    Embedded: Text-to-Speech for  ELA Reading Passages- (Grades 3-8 ) ■     
 *  ^ Embedded: Text-to-Speech (*Does NOT include ELA Reading Passages)▲    ^Science ■ ♦ 

   ^ Embedded: Print Size Online-   21 point (Level 1);   24.5 point (Level 2);   35 point (Level 3);               
 42 point (Level 4)  ▲   ^Science ■ ♦ 

   ^ Embedded: Streamline  ■    ^Science ■ ♦ 
 *   Embedded: Closed Captioning - *(ELA-Listening only)  ■     

   ^ Embedded: Color Contrast -(Black on White    Yellow on Blue    Medium Gray on Light Gray     
Reverse Contrast    Black on Rose) ▲   ^Science ■ ♦ 

   ^ Embedded: Permissive Mode- Permits accessibility software such as screen readers or magnifiers. ■  
^Science ■ ♦   

   ^ Embedded: Masking ▲   ^Science ■ ♦ 
     Non-Embedded: Braille Booklet ( Contracted;   Non-contracted)  ■     
    Non-Embedded: Large Print Booklet ■     
 *  ^ Non-Embedded: Read-Aloud by a qualified person: *NOT ELA Reading Passages ▲   ^Science ■ ♦ 
    Non-Embedded: Read-Aloud by a qualified person:  ELA Reading Passages- Grades 3-8    ■       
    Non-Embedded: Color Contrast  ▲ 
    Non-Embedded: Color Overlay  ▲ 
    Non-Embedded: Noise Buffering ▲ 
    Non-Embedded: Magnification Device ▲ 

MATH ELA   ELPT SC RESPONSE ACCOMMODATIONS    SPED/504 ■           
   ^ Embedded: Test Mode: Computer Response ■   ^Science ■ ♦  (This requires separate entry in TIDE) 
    Non-Embedded: Circle Answers in Test Booklet (Multiple Choice Items Only) ■ 
    Non-Embedded: Bubbler-Test Booklet Only ■        
    Non-Embedded: Speech-to-Text (Voice Recognition Software) Permissive mode required ■       
   ^ Non-Embedded: Alternate Response Options (Includes adapted keyboard/mouse, touchscreen, headwand, 

etc.) Permissive mode required ■      ^Science ■ ♦ 
MATH ELA   ELPT SC OTHER SUPPORTS/ACCOMMODATIONS    ALL ▲    SPED/504 ■      EL ♦ 
    Non-Embedded: Specialized Calculator (Non-Embedded - Only for grade 6-8) ■       
    Non-Embedded: Abacus - used in place of scratch paper ■       
    Non-Embedded: Multiplication Table - (Non-Embedded - Only for grade 4-8) ■        
    Non-Embedded: Time Extension   ■  ♦ 
    Non-Embedded: Separate Setting ▲ 

MATH ELA   ELPT SC  DESIGNATED  SUPPORTS       EL ♦ 

    Embedded: Translation Glossary (Includes Audio): Arabic; Cantonese; Filipino (Tagalog & Ilokano); 
Korean; Mandarin; Punjabi; Russian; Spanish; Ukrainian; Vietnamese;   Include English  ♦  

            Embedded: Translation (Stacked - Spanish Only) ♦ 
          Non-Embedded: Native Language Reader Directions Only  (Certified Staff  or Non Certified Staff) ♦     
  ^  Non-Embedded: Bilingual Dictionary - Word-to-Word        ^(ELA-performance task full write) ♦ 
    Non-Embedded: Read aloud in Spanish (Trained and qualified human reader) ♦ 

  
 

 
Non-Embedded: Translation Glossary-Only for large print paper/pencil assessments: Arabic; 
Cantonese; Filipino (Tagalog & Ilokano; Korean; Mandarin;  Punjabi;  Russian; Spanish; 
Ukrainian;  Vietnamese ♦ 

  
 
  

Non-Embedded: Translation Test Directions-Arabic;Cantonese;Dakota;Filipino; (Tagalog & Ilokano); 
French;Haitian-Creole;Hmong;Japanese;Korean;Lakota Mandarin; Punjabi; Russian; 
Somali; Spanish; Ukrainian; Vietnamese; Yupik ♦ 

 
 

2015-2016 

Joe Amenta (860-713-6855) or Janet Stuck (860-713-6837), Special Populations Assessment  
 

SASID:   
 

2015-2016 

Embedded: Available through the online computer platform.    Non-Embedded: Provided to the student by the school. 
MUST be entered into the Test Information and Distribution Engine (TIDE). 
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http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/CT_Braille_Reqs_Manual_2014-15.pdf
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Embedded-Accommodation-ASL-Instructions-Final.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2015_READ_ALOUD_signoff_5-20-2014.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/special_education/2015_READ_ALOUD_signoff_5-20-2014.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/MULTIPLICATION-TABLE-1-9.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Instructions-for-using-Embedded-Glossaries.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Arabic.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Cantonese.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Dakota.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Filipino_Tagalog_Ilokano.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_French.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_HaitianCreole.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Hmong.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Japanese.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Korean.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Lakota.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Mandarin.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Punjabi.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Russian.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Somali.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Ukrainian.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Vietnamese.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Yupik.pdf
https://neac.sso.airast.org/auth/SSORedirect/metaAlias/neac/idp?SAMLRequest=fZLLbsIwEEV%2fJfKePHlagGQSokaiJSJpF90gN0zBUmKnHqePv68JLWq76HZmzvWd65kjb%2bqWss6c5A5eOkDjvDe1RNo3FqTTkiqOAqnkDSA1FS3Y7YaGrk9brYyqVE1%2bIP8THBG0EUoSJ0sWpAhH41mcRuPJLF6Fk3UYsChl09U0mMbpLIrGw9GQBUka%2b8R5AI0WXBCrY2nEDjKJhktjS34wGviTQeiXwYiGPo38x%2fNMbt8Tr7Agz7xGIE6qdAX9rtdSYjcWkpte%2bmRMi9TzJPDKRVQuF5qjcZU%2b0uEw8rhFvaLY7uAgNFTGa8BwVguOPeKJQ0uc%2fCuVlZAHIY%2f%2fB%2fJ0GUJ6U5b5IN8WJXHYd0ixktg1oAvQr6KC%2b93mj0UjDvDXYyaFEdzARh2FdDm272Q5P%2f8M7TPTyyLf361ZvC%2bzZL3Pd9tk7v1szy8XcWetZkmualF9OKyu1Vuswcpeg%2fOWF%2b738Sw%2fAQ%3d%3d
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• *Read Aloud Grades 3-8
• Scribe
• Print on Demand
• Human Signer 

Accommodation
• Human Signer Passages 

Accommodation
• Any accommodation not 

listed that is unique to the 
student

Special Accommodations Procedure
REQUIRED FOR:

*Read Aloud Grades 3-5 ONLY also require the 
submission of the Text-to-Speech and Read Aloud 
Decision Guidelines
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Contacts
Joe Amenta
(860) 713-6855
Joseph.Amenta@ct.gov

Janet Stuck
(860) 713-6837
Janet.Stuck@ct.gov

mailto:Joseph.amenta@ct.gov
mailto:Janet.Stuck@ct.gov
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