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Learning Outcomes

• Understand the diversity of English Learners 
and their needs

• Navigate the Connecticut English Language 
Proficiency (CELP) Standards document
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Navigating the CELP Standards Document 

http://inmannews.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Mauro-Pezzotta_127518566.jpg
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Organization of the Document
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• Introduction p. 1

• Guiding Principles p. 4

• 10 CELP Standards- p. 7

• Proficiency Descriptors- p. 10

• Correspondences to Content 
Standards and Practices- p. 67

• Glossary- p.249

• Linguistic Supports- p. 260

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b7/Lorimerlite_framework.JPG
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The CELP Standards
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Refer to pg. 7 in the State of Connecticut  English Language Proficiency (CELP) 

Standards (2015) document.
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CELP Proficiency Descriptors

• For each grade level band there are set of descriptors for each 
CELP Standard that explain to teachers what an English 
Learner can do at the five English language proficiency levels. 

• Refer to pgs. 10-38 in the State of Connecticut  English 
Language Proficiency (CELP) Standards (2015) document.

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 7



CELP Proficiency Descriptors
CELP Proficiency Standard  
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Proficiency descriptors at 5 levels of language
from lowest (1) to highest (5)
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CELP Proficiency Descriptors
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Organization of the Document
• Introduction p. 1

• Guiding Principles p. 4

• 10 CELP Standards- p. 7

• Proficiency Descriptors- p. 10

• Progressions- p. 39

• Correspondences to Content 
Standards and Practices- p. 67

• Glossary- p.249

• Linguistic Supports- p. 260
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Glossary of Terms
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• Defines terms used to describe the language learning 
process and English Learners

• Refer to pgs. 249-250 in the State of Connecticut  English Language 
Proficiency (CELP) Standards (2015) document.

• Read the paragraph on Prompting and Supports vs. 
Guidance and Supports. 

• What is the principal difference? 



CELP Proficiency Descriptors
Self Check 

• Examine the proficiency descriptors at a 
particular grade level band. 

Reflect:

How do the proficiency levels for each standard help 
educators understand what English Learners can do?

How do the proficiency descriptors help teachers 
determine the supports students need at different 
levels of English Language Proficiency?
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How Do the CELP Standards Correspond with 
the Connecticut Core Standards and 

Content-Area Practices?
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http://pxhdwsm.com/double+bridge



Correspondences to 
Connecticut Core Standards

• Each CELP Standard for each grade level has correspondences 
to content area practices and Connecticut Core Standards for 
English Language Arts and Literacy in the Content Areas.  

• The CELP Standards describe how language is used to support 
students who are engaged in content aligned to Connecticut 
Core Standards. 

• Refer to pgs. 71-238 in the State of Connecticut  English 
Language Proficiency (CELP) Standards (2015) document.
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Correspondences to CCS
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Content area 
practices

Correspondences 
to CELP Standards

While engaged in 
content area 
‘practices,’ 
ELs will be using 
English in these ways 
within these 
particular CELP 
standards



Correspondences to CCS
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CELP Standards
CCS Literacy in 
the Content Area 
Standards or ELA 
Standards



ELA Correspondences to 
CELP Standards Sample
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Content area 
practices

CCS grade level 
standards

Language proficiency descriptors--specific to CELP standard

CELP Standard by grade band



Correspondences
Self Check 

How do the CELP Standards correspond to CCS 
Standards and content area standards of 
practice?

How does the use of the correspondence 
documents potentially enhance teacher practice 
for English Learners?

What challenges do you anticipate in your 
building or program using this document?
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Linguistic Supports

• Linguistic supports explain the how of to support 
English Learners in K-12 classrooms. 

• Available are suggested linguistic supports with links 
to definitions, examples, and videos that explain the 
supports at various levels of language and in various 
content areas. 

• Refer to pg. 260 in the State of Connecticut  English 
Language Proficiency (CELP) Standards (2015) 
document.
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Linguistic Supports 
Self Check 5

What are linguistic supports?

How does the linguistic supports section help 
teachers determine what level of support is 
appropriate for which students?

Why are the linguistic supports so important 
for English Learners?
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Thank You!

Feel free to contact the CSDE for further 
questions.

www.sde.ct.gov/sde/EnglishLearners
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