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the CELP Standards

ESL Service Providers, K-12



Today’s Norms 
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• Listen to understand

• If you wonder, ask

• Support one another’s learning

• Honor all voices; invite different perspectives

• Share airtime

• ____________ 



Learning Outcomes

• Increased familiarity with The Connecticut 
English Language Proficiency (CELP) Standards

• Ability to apply the CELP Standards to practice

• Increased capacity to collaborate with general 
education teachers to meet the needs of ELs

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION



Planning Process

Teach and 
Progress 
Monitor

Create supports appropriate 
to English proficiency level

Determine Individual 
Student  Needs  

http://cdn.c.photoshelter.com/img-get2/I0000dQTSifAXrdE/fit=1000x750/Gears-of-an-Old-Hay-Bailer.jpg
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Plan, using 
appropriate 
CELP and 
Common Core 
standards



Today’s Paradigm of English 
Instruction
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Discourse
Text (complex text)

Explanation
Argumentation

Purpose
Typical structure of text

Sentence structures

ΔVocabulary

practices

LanguageContent
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Organization of the Document
• Introduction p. 1

• Guiding Principles p. 4

• 10 CELP Standards- p. 7

• Proficiency Descriptors- p. 10

• Progressions- p. 39

• Correspondences to Content 
Standards and Practices- p. 67

• Glossary- p.249

• Linguistic Supports- p. 260

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b7/Lorimerlite_framework.JPG



Glossary of Terms
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• Defines terms used to describe the language learning 
process and English Learners

• Refer to pgs. 249-250 in the State of Connecticut  English Language Proficiency 
(CELP) Standards (2015) draft document.

• Read the paragraph on Prompting and Supports vs. 
Guidance and Supports. 

• What is the principal difference? 

• In your classroom:

– What are some examples of prompting?  

– What are some examples of guidance?
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Linguistic Supports

• Describe teacher actions to support student language growth

• Hyperlinks to definitions, examples, and videos that explain 
the supports at various levels of language and in various 
content areas. 

• Refer to pg. 260 in the State of Connecticut  English Language 
Proficiency (CELP) Standards (2015) document.
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Linguistic Supports Sort

• What supports are appropriate for which English 
proficiency level?

• Sort the cards to determine the proficiency level of 
the student the support was designed for.

• Debrief the process
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How Do the CELP Standards Align with the 
Connecticut Core Standards and 

Content-Area Practices?
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http://varshadaswani.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/strategic+alignment.jpg



Correspondences to 
Connecticut Core Standards

• Each CELP Standard for each grade level has correspondences 
to content area practices and Connecticut Core Standards for 
English Language Arts and Literacy in the Content Areas.  

• The CELP Standards describe how language is used to support 
students who are engaged in content aligned to Connecticut 
Core Standards. 

• Refer to pgs. 71-238 in the State of Connecticut  English 
Language Proficiency (CELP) Standards (2015) draft 
document.
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Correspondences to CCS
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Content area 
practices

Correspondences 
to CELP Standards

While engaged in 
content area 
‘practices,’ 
ELs will be using 
English in these ways 
within these 
particular CELP 
standards



Correspondences to CCS
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CELP Standards
CCS Literacy in 
the Content Area 
Standards or ELA 
Standards



ELA Correspondences to 
CELP Standards Sample
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Content area 
practices

CCS grade level 
standards

Language proficiency descriptors--specific to CELP standard

CELP Standard by grade band



Application
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How do the 
CELP 
Standards 
align with the 
planned 
program of 
instruction?



What are the responsibilities of ESL 
service providers? 

• Read the CSDE position statement about 
Effective English Learner Programs

• What does the state define as the 
responsibilities of ESL Teachers and General 
Educators? If you are a tutor, where are your 
responsibilities?

• What am I already doing? Where are the gaps 
in my practice?
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Utilizing CCS, practices and CELP 
in ESL instruction

Guiding Questions, given your service model(s):
• How do you use the CCS and content area 

practices to inform your ESL instruction?

• What successes and challenges do you anticipate 
in implementation of the CELP standards?

• How will you use the CELP standards document 
to support instruction of English language 
proficiency and academic content area practices / 
standards?



Using CCS Correspondences in 
Planning for English Learners

• Choose a grade level and content area for your 
group

• Using a lesson for that grade and content area, 
determine what the ELs in the class can do and 
might need in terms of supports.

• Use the graphic organizer to plan what different 
level ELs may need to gain access to the content 
and the language. 
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Benefits for students and 
teachers in implementation

Potential barriers to 
implementation 

Materials and other 
resources we need to 

implement them effectively

Possible bridges to 
overcome the barriers

CELP Standards
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Questions
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Thank You!
Feel free to contact us with questions. 

Megan Alubicki Flick

ESL/Bilingual Consultant, CSDE

megan.alubicki@ct.gov

860.713.6786

Maggie Stevens Lopez 

Education Specialist, ACES 

mstevens@aces.org

203.407.4446
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