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Norms 
Be an active participant:

Listen to understand                              If you wonder, ask

Honor all voices;                                     Share airtime

invite different perspectives
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Learning Outcomes

• Become familiar with Connecticut English 
Language Proficiency (CELP) Standards

• Learn how to navigate the document

• Apply the document in planning
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Who are my English Learners?
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What is English Language Proficiency?

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

https://pbs.twimg.com/profile_images/1769056766/soundboard.jpg

Speaking 
Listening 

Writing
Reading 



Today’s Paradigm of English 
Instruction
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Discourse
Text (complex text)

Explanation
Argumentation

Purpose
Typical structure of text

Sentence structures

ΔVocabulary

practices

Language:
Speaking,
Listening,
Reading,
Writing

Content



New Paradigm in the Content Areas
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Language

Math

Language Arts

Science

Social Studies



What are the responsibilities of 
general educators? 

• Read the CSDE position statement about 
Effective English Learner Programs

• What does the state define as the 
responsibilities of ESL Teachers and General 
Educators?

• What am I already doing? Where are the gaps 
in my practice? 
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How Can I Support My ELs?
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https://themarryingtypedotcom.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/img_1117.jpg

• Know your ELs

• Plan your instruction 
to meet their needs

• Teach the language 
(vocabulary, 
structures, modes of 
communication) of 
the content area



Organization of the Document
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• Introduction p. 1

• Guiding Principles p. 4

• 10 CELP Standards- p. 7

• Proficiency Descriptors- p. 10

• Progressions- p. 39

• Correspondences to Content 
Standards and Practices- p. 67

• Glossary- p.249

• Linguistic Supports- p. 260

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b7/Lorimerlite_framework.JPG



Why do we need CELP Standards?
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The CELP Standards, “highlight and amplify the 
critical language, knowledge about language, 
and skills using language that are in college-and-
career-ready standards and that are necessary 
for English learners (ELs) to be successful in 
schools. ”

State of Connecticut Department of Education (2015).  English Language Proficiency (CELP) 
Standards. p. 5. 



The CELP Standards
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Refer to pg. 7 in the State of Connecticut  English Language Proficiency (CELP) 

Standards (2015) draft document.

• What do you notice about the 
language of the standards?  

• What looks familiar?  

• What looks new? 

• Why is there a bold line separating 
standards 1-7 from standards 8-10? 
How are those groups of standards 
different?



Organization of the Document
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• Introduction p. 1

• Guiding Principles p. 4

• 10 CELP Standards- p. 7

• Proficiency Descriptors- p. 10

• Progressions- p. 39

• Correspondences to Content 
Standards and Practices- p. 67

• Glossary- p.249

• Linguistic Supports- p. 260
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Guiding Principles- Four A’s Protocol
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• As a group, read one (or more) of the principles

• Decide:

– What Assumptions does the author of the principle hold?

– What do you Agree with in the principle? Or to what 
degree to you Agree with the principle?

– What do you want to Ask about the principle?

– What parts of the principle do you want to Aspire to in 
your teaching?



Organization of the Document

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

• Introduction p. 1

• Guiding Principles p. 4

• 10 CELP Standards- p. 7

• Proficiency Descriptors- p. 10

• Progressions- p. 39

• Correspondences to Content 
Standards and Practices- p. 67

• Glossary- p.249

• Linguistic Supports- p. 260
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How Do the Guiding Principles Align 
with the CELP Standards?
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CELP Proficiency Descriptors

• For each grade level band there are set of descriptors 
for each CELP Standard that explain to teachers and 
other service providers what an English Learner is 
able to do at the five proficiency levels. 

• Refer to pgs. 10-38 in the State of Connecticut  
English Language Proficiency (CELP) Standards (2015) 
draft document.
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CELP Proficiency Descriptors
CELP Proficiency Standard  
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Proficiency descriptors at 5 levels of language
from lowest (1) to highest (5)



CELP Proficiency Descriptors Sort

• As a group, work on a particular standard.

• Sort the proficiency descriptors by grade level 
and English Language Proficiency level.

• Reflect with your group:

– How did you decide to put the different descriptors 
with particular grade levels/ proficiency levels?

– How did this help your understanding of what 
supports students need at different levels of English 
Language Proficiency?
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Organization of the Document

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

• Introduction p. 1

• Guiding Principles p. 4

• 10 CELP Standards- p. 7

• Proficiency Descriptors- p. 10

• Progressions- p. 39

• Correspondences to Content 
Standards and Practices- p. 67

• Glossary- p.249

• Linguistic Supports- p. 260
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How Do the CELP Standards Align with the 
Connecticut Core Standards and 

Content-Area Practices?
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Correspondences to 
Connecticut Core Standards

• Each CELP Standard for each grade level has 
correspondences to content area practices and 
Connecticut Core Standards for English Language Arts 
and Literacy in the Content Areas.  

• The CELP Standards describe how language is used to 
support students who are engaged in content aligned to 
Connecticut Core Standards. 

• Refer to pgs. 71-238 in the State of Connecticut  English 
Language Proficiency (CELP) Standards (2015) draft 
document.
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Correspondences to CCS
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Content 
area 
practices

Correspondences 
to CELP Standards

While engaged in 
content area 
‘practices,’ 
ELs will be using 
English in these ways 
within these 
particular CELP 
standards



Correspondences to CCS
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CELP Standards
CCS Literacy in 
the Content Area 
Standards or ELA 
Standards



ELA Correspondences to 
CELP Standards Sample
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Content area 
practices

CCS Grade level 
standards

Language proficiency descriptors--specific to CELP standard

CELP Standard by grade band



Organization of the Document
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• Guiding Principles p. 4

• 10 CELP Standards- p. 7

• Proficiency Descriptors- p. 10

• Progressions- p. 39

• Correspondences to Content 
Standards and Practices- p. 67

• Glossary- p.249

• Linguistic Supports- p. 260

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b7/Lorimerlite_framework.JPG



Linguistic Supports

• To support teachers and practitioners

• Hyperlinks to definitions, examples, and videos 
that explain the supports at various levels of 
language and in various content areas. 

• Refer to pg. 260 in the State of Connecticut  
English Language Proficiency (CELP) Standards 
(2015) document.
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What are the Linguistic Supports?
Some examples:

• Language Objectives

• Visual Supports

• Opportunities for Student-to-Student Discourse

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION



Why Language Objectives?

• Language is the key to access to grade-level 
content

• Language breaks the code to understanding 
concepts

• Defining the language expectations and the 
supports for ELs gives students access to the 
language and the content

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION



Content and Language Objectives

• Content Objective: What do students need to 
know and be able to do?

• Language Objective: What language is 
essential to the understanding the content?
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Language Objective Sample

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Content 
Standard

Content 
Objective

CELP Standard Language Objective

CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.
5.9
Compare 
and contrast 
stories in the 
same genre 
(e.g., 
mysteries 
and 
adventure 
stories) on 
their 
approaches 
to similar 
themes and 
topics.

Students 
will be 
able to 
compare 
and 
contrast 
the 
themes of 
mysteries. 

5.2 
Participate in 
grade-
appropriate 
oral and 
written 
exchanges of 
information, 
ideas, and 
analyses

- Students will be able to orally
compare and contrast the 
themes of mysteries read
previously in a small group 
discussion and explain how key 
details support the theme.

- Students will be able to write a 
reflection of the discussion
that explains their thinking 
about the similarities and 
differences of the themes and 
structures of the stories. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/9/


Language Target Sample
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Content 
Standard

Learning 
Target

CELP Standard Language Target

CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.
5.9
Compare 
and contrast 
stories in the 
same genre 
(e.g., 
mysteries 
and 
adventure 
stories) on 
their 
approaches 
to similar 
themes and 
topics.

I can 
compare 
and 
contrast 
the 
themes of 
mysteries. 

5.2 
Participate in 
grade-
appropriate 
oral and 
written 
exchanges of 
information, 
ideas, and 
analyses

- I can orally compare and 
contrast the themes of 
mysteries I read and discuss
and explain how key details 
support the theme.

- I can write a reflection of the 
discussion that explains my 
thinking about the similarities 
and differences of the themes
of the stories I read. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/9/


Writing Language Objectives
Start with a content objective for a lesson.

1. Determine what vocabulary and grammatical 
structures are essential to the lesson or content 
objective.

2. Describe activities that students will DO in order to 
demonstrate what they KNOW about the vocabulary.

3. Utilize one or more of the language domains 
(speaking, listening, reading, and writing).

4. Align lesson activities to higher order thinking skills
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Linguistic Supports to CELP Standards

• What CELP Standards align with the use of 
Language Objectives? 



Using Visual Supports
• Pictures/ illustrations (to represent 

concrete and abstract ideas) 

• Videos 

• Models/diagrams 

• Gestures 

• Realia/ Authentic Examples 

• Role playing 

• Graphic organizers/ semi-linguistic 
representations (before, during, 
and after reading or viewing)

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

http://www.firmoo.com/answer/tag_img/eye-exam-for-glasses-2.jpg



Create a Semi-Linguistic 
Representation

Semi-linguistic representations use a mix of 
language and images to represent an abstract 
concept. 

Create a semi-linguistic
representation of one 
of the 10 CELP Standards
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Linguistic Supports to CELP Standards

• What CELP Standards align with the use of 
visual supports? 



Opportunities and Supports for 
Student-to Student Discourse

English language learners in many classrooms are 
asked easier questions or no questions at all and 
thus rarely have to talk in the classroom.
Guan Eng Ho, D. (2005). Why do teachers ask the questions they ask? RELC, 
36 (3), 297-310.

Hattie (2009) found that “There seems to be a 
universal agreement that cooperative learning is 
effective, especially when contrasted with 
competitive and individualistic learning.” 
Hattie, J. (2009). Visible learning. New York: Routledge. 
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Opportunities and Supports for 
Student-to Student Discourse

• Consider an academic (small or whole group) 
conversation that your students will have.
– What is the vocabulary they would need to use to be 

successful in the conversation?

– What sentence frames do they need to be successful 
in the conversation?

– What rules for conversation do students need to learn 
to be successful in the conversation?

– How would you group students so they can be 
successful in the conversation?
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Linguistic Supports to CELP Standards

• What CELP Standards align with the 
opportunities for student discourse? 



Using CCS Correspondences in 
Planning for English Learners

• Choose a grade level and content area for your 
group

• Using a lesson plan for that grade and content 
area, determine what the ELs in the class can do 
and might need in terms of supports.

• Follow the instructions on your graphic organizer 
to plan what different level ELs may need to gain 
access to the content and the language. 
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How we define it
What it looks like in our 

classrooms

What materials and other 
resources students and we 

need to do it

What concerns and questions 
we have about it

Effective 
Instruction for ELs
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Questions
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Thank You!
Feel free to contact us with questions. 

Megan Alubicki Flick

ESL/Bilingual Consultant, CSDE

megan.alubicki@ct.gov

860.713.6786

Maggie Stevens Lopez 

Education Specialist, ACES 

mstevens@aces.org

203.407.4446
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