
 

 

National Constitution Day: A Curated 
Resource Guide for Schools  

Directions: Explore resources, read one article, watch one video, 
and listen to a recording of your choice from the list below. Feel 
free to go big and read them all to support planning, learning, and 
teaching. 
 

 

READ 
Read one or more articles   

• U.S. Department of Education website https://www.ed.gov/teaching-and-administration/teaching-

resources/instructional-resources/constitution-day-and-citizenship-day: Offers a section dedicated to 

Constitution Day and Citizenship Day with links to publicly accessible educational materials from the 

three branches of government. 

• National Constitution Center https://constitutioncenter.org/education/constitution-day-resources: 

Provides educational resources, exhibits, and lesson plans related to the Constitution. 

• National Archives https://www.archives.gov/news/topics/constitution-day and the Library of 

Congress website https://www.loc.gov/extranet/cld/constitution.html: Contains virtual copies of 

historical documents and resources pertaining to the Constitution. 

• George Washington’s annotated copy of a draft of the United States Constitution. 

• Read about the Iroquois Confederacy, the government that inspired the United States constitution 

and explore a teacher’s guide related to this collaboration of tribes, also known as the 

Haudenosaunee 
• Federal Courts https://www.uscourts.gov/about-federal-courts/educational-resources/annual-

observances/constitution-day-and-citizenship-day: Participate in Constitution Day by offering 

educational resources and programs in their communities. 

• Shared Read Aloud  

• Shh! We’re Writing the Constitution by Jean Fritz 

• We the Kids by David Catrow 

• For School and District Leaders 

o This Sample Announcement on the celebration of Constitution day from the American Bar 

Association 

o Learn more about the Constitution Day requirements in this article from the AASA, the 

School Superintendent’s Association American article 

 

WATCH 
Watch one or more videos   

• Live Participation: Multi State Third Grade Mock Trial – Constitution Day 

• (13:03) Take a “Crash Course” with YA author John Green and learn about the Constitution, the 

Articles, and Federalism   

• Comparte una Comparta una visión general de la Constitución con familias multilingües y adultos 

que hablan español./ Share an overview of the Constitution with multilingual families in Spanish  
• Share a song with our early childhood friends: Together We Can Learn: The Constitution 

 

 

LISTEN 
Listen to one or more recordings/podcasts   

• (Various) Dive deeper into a documentary style podcast from the Library of Congress called Our 

Constitution 

• (13:57) Understand history and walk through time with the Colonial Williamsburg hosted podcast 

The Constitution for Kids 

 

 

EXPLORE 
Explore additional resources used in the field   

• Engage in a virtual interactive museum exhibit from the National Constitution center. 

• Take a self-paced course from Khan Academy, or select videos based on your students’ questions 

from the Constitution 101 YouTube Playlist 

• Connect to AAPI history by exploring this National Archives article about a famous supreme court 

case related to the14th  Amendment, as Wong Kim Ark contested the Chinese Exclusion Act in 

1898 

• The Constitution Day Hub from the Center for Civic Education 

• Grades K-5 

o Connecticut Model Social Studies for Grade 3 | GoOpen CT 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fwww.ed.gov%2Fteaching-and-administration%2Fteaching-resources%2Finstructional-resources%2Fconstitution-day-and-citizenship-day__%3B!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!mS8ElY77Jy6dl82S6mRFU99uEcjhEcW7OBmm41bwktbXgogPHMmnqFWv2-HrpYVKk4s4m9Vk8K0F2HtDWOxH2--8ySzXrA%24&data=05%7C02%7CPaul.Castiglione%40ct.gov%7C59d9ada002054ef76a7908ddf529437c%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638936279765538114%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L0Vq2fo1SieLnrzfKuOdqo6eRCaRIfY77jxcHH%2BEVDM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fwww.ed.gov%2Fteaching-and-administration%2Fteaching-resources%2Finstructional-resources%2Fconstitution-day-and-citizenship-day__%3B!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!mS8ElY77Jy6dl82S6mRFU99uEcjhEcW7OBmm41bwktbXgogPHMmnqFWv2-HrpYVKk4s4m9Vk8K0F2HtDWOxH2--8ySzXrA%24&data=05%7C02%7CPaul.Castiglione%40ct.gov%7C59d9ada002054ef76a7908ddf529437c%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638936279765538114%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L0Vq2fo1SieLnrzfKuOdqo6eRCaRIfY77jxcHH%2BEVDM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fconstitutioncenter.org%2Feducation%2Fconstitution-day-resources__%3B!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!mS8ElY77Jy6dl82S6mRFU99uEcjhEcW7OBmm41bwktbXgogPHMmnqFWv2-HrpYVKk4s4m9Vk8K0F2HtDWOxH2-_vc0oarg%24&data=05%7C02%7CPaul.Castiglione%40ct.gov%7C59d9ada002054ef76a7908ddf529437c%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638936279765560108%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=T5YuFMYe2C5j1WJH0MIOJ7K3KMcocVWH5v7HdJnRyX0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fwww.archives.gov%2Fnews%2Ftopics%2Fconstitution-day__%3B!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!mS8ElY77Jy6dl82S6mRFU99uEcjhEcW7OBmm41bwktbXgogPHMmnqFWv2-HrpYVKk4s4m9Vk8K0F2HtDWOxH2--DWp5xzg%24&data=05%7C02%7CPaul.Castiglione%40ct.gov%7C59d9ada002054ef76a7908ddf529437c%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638936279765575352%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tKY3VX9zGUSbc4vBZEeTRmfAhVy5hd%2FROs4X1aVpNpg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fwww.loc.gov%2Fextranet%2Fcld%2Fconstitution.html__%3B!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!mS8ElY77Jy6dl82S6mRFU99uEcjhEcW7OBmm41bwktbXgogPHMmnqFWv2-HrpYVKk4s4m9Vk8K0F2HtDWOxH2-8JC4lqKw%24&data=05%7C02%7CPaul.Castiglione%40ct.gov%7C59d9ada002054ef76a7908ddf529437c%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638936279765589916%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L4MjPXYrzppPUjSCCJwcuY4fhKGEljCrFvoNkg5DUso%3D&reserved=0
https://docsteach.org/document/washington-annotated-draft-constitution/
https://www.historynewsnetwork.org/article/the-native-american-government-that-inspired-the-u
https://americanindian.si.edu/sites/1/files/pdf/education/HaudenosauneeGuide.pdf
https://americanindian.si.edu/sites/1/files/pdf/education/HaudenosauneeGuide.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fwww.uscourts.gov%2Fabout-federal-courts%2Feducational-resources%2Fannual-observances%2Fconstitution-day-and-citizenship-day__%3B!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!mS8ElY77Jy6dl82S6mRFU99uEcjhEcW7OBmm41bwktbXgogPHMmnqFWv2-HrpYVKk4s4m9Vk8K0F2HtDWOxH2-9Cocy1tg%24&data=05%7C02%7CPaul.Castiglione%40ct.gov%7C59d9ada002054ef76a7908ddf529437c%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638936279765603965%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bvcvs3KnAL%2Fb%2BUlRhXZg4ApfWVdr5bjKGaOU5%2FBU8BE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fwww.uscourts.gov%2Fabout-federal-courts%2Feducational-resources%2Fannual-observances%2Fconstitution-day-and-citizenship-day__%3B!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!mS8ElY77Jy6dl82S6mRFU99uEcjhEcW7OBmm41bwktbXgogPHMmnqFWv2-HrpYVKk4s4m9Vk8K0F2HtDWOxH2-9Cocy1tg%24&data=05%7C02%7CPaul.Castiglione%40ct.gov%7C59d9ada002054ef76a7908ddf529437c%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638936279765603965%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bvcvs3KnAL%2Fb%2BUlRhXZg4ApfWVdr5bjKGaOU5%2FBU8BE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/public_education/sample-public-statement.pdf
https://www.aasa.org/resources/blog/is-your-district-ready-for-constitution-day-requirements
https://www.aasa.org/resources/blog/is-your-district-ready-for-constitution-day-requirements
https://www.olatheschools.org/mock-trial
https://youtu.be/bO7FQsCcbD8?si=QddO_cCnUgqrgH3p
https://youtu.be/bO7FQsCcbD8?si=QddO_cCnUgqrgH3p
https://youtu.be/_KlCoLbgvGE
https://youtu.be/_KlCoLbgvGE
https://youtu.be/_KlCoLbgvGE
https://youtu.be/EdggncqQlKY
https://www.loc.gov/podcasts/our-constitution/
https://www.loc.gov/podcasts/our-constitution/
https://podcast.history.org/2013/12/09/the-constitution-for-kids/
https://podcast.history.org/2013/12/09/the-constitution-for-kids/
https://constitutioncenter.org/museum/online-museum-experience
https://constitutioncenter.org/education/constitution-101-curriculum/constitution-101-with-khan-academy
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLd1AFkP31XMRP7BSVq9rlpl4Fp2xwEMH
https://prologue.blogs.archives.gov/2024/05/22/aapi-exclusion-and-the-case-of-wong-kim-ark/
https://prologue.blogs.archives.gov/2024/05/22/aapi-exclusion-and-the-case-of-wong-kim-ark/
https://civiced.org/constitution-day?mc_cid=c6c95a70a2&mc_eid=5bf0be9885
https://goopenct.org/courseware/58


 

 

o Connecticut Model Social Studies for Grade 5 | GoOpen CT 

o Ben’s Guide to the US Government This is an interactive website where students can play 

games, research and learn about the US government, explore historical documents, and 

more.  

o Lesson Plans/ Teachers Guides 

o Teacher’s guide to commemorating Constitution Day from the National Endowment for 

Humanities Edsitement! 

• Grades 6-8 

o This middle school Inquiry on Women’s Suffrage exploring the path towards passage of the 

19th amendment 

• Grade 9-12 

o This Inquiry on the Constitution from C3Teachers.org  

o This collection of materials and content from the National Museum of African American 

History and Culture outlining important constitutional amendments, Supreme Court cases, 

and leaders in movements  

o This series of resources on voting rights and the 15th amendment from the National 

Archives. 

• Interdisciplinary (Art, Music, Physical Education) Read and learn about advocacy for people with 

disabilities, the Americans with Disabilities Act, and the Constitution, and explore how concerts are 

made more accessible to the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (DHH) community with this K-3 lesson from 

TeachRock. 

• Annenberg Classroom- Constitution Constitution: What It Says, What It Means Archives – 

Annenberg Classroom 

• Connecticut Related Petition from the Committee on Public Policy, the Consumers' League of 

Connecticut, Hartford, Connecticut, Opposing the So-called Equal Rights Amendment to the 

Constitution - DocsTeach 

• Schoolwide Activities 

o Host a guest speaker: Invite a legal expert, historian, teacher, or public or private official 

to address the school or campus community on a relevant aspect of the Constitution. 

o Organize a panel discussion: Engage faculty, students, and community members in a 

discussion about a specific constitutional principle or a current event related to the 

Constitution, or view a panel discussion hosted by noted historians from the National 

Constitution Center.  

o Conduct a public reading of the Constitution: Encourage students, teachers, and staff 

as well as the families of students or members of the community to participate in a 

communal reading of the document. 

o Host a mock Constitutional Convention: Students and teachers can take on the roles of 

historical figures to represent different viewpoints on contemporary or historical issues 

related to the Constitution and Constitutional Convention. 

o Facilitate interactive workshops or activities: Utilize resources like history games or 

online exhibits curated by the National Constitution Center and the National Archives. 

Alternatively, create your own activities focusing on the Bill of Rights or other constitutional 

concepts. 

o Examine your State or local history and its connection to Constitutional issues: 

Engage students, teachers, parents, local historians, and local residents to host 

discussions relating to State and local connections to key historical issues involving the 

Constitution and how those issues helped shape current and future life in your State or 

local community. 

 

 

REFLECT 
Reflect on the following questions 

• How is the concept of democracy reflected in the constitution? 

• What do our founding documents reflect about American values? 

• In what way, and for whom, have Constitutional Amendments changed the lives of Americans? 

• What Constitutional Amendments passed and failed, and why? 

• If you could suggest an Amendment to the Constitution, what would it be? 

 
 

 

https://goopenct.org/courseware/60
https://bensguide.gpo.gov/
https://bensguide.gpo.gov/games
https://bensguide.gpo.gov/a-what-are-branches
https://edsitement.neh.gov/teachers-guides/commemorating-constitution-day
https://edsitement.neh.gov/teachers-guides/commemorating-constitution-day
https://c3teachers.org/inquiries/womens-suffrage-3/
https://c3teachers.org/inquiries/constitution/
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/exhibitions/reconstruction/citizenship
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/exhibitions/reconstruction/citizenship
https://www.archives.gov/research/african-americans/vote
https://www.archives.gov/research/african-americans/vote
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Americans-with-Disabilities-Act/632828
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Americans-with-Disabilities-Act/632828
https://teachrock.org/lesson/feeling-the-vibrations/
https://teachrock.org/lesson/feeling-the-vibrations/
https://www.annenbergclassroom.org/constitution/
https://www.annenbergclassroom.org/constitution/
https://docsteach.org/document/consumers-league-connecticut/
https://docsteach.org/document/consumers-league-connecticut/
https://docsteach.org/document/consumers-league-connecticut/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oLVhkQpskI0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oLVhkQpskI0

