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Activity 5: Bringing It All Together–Using the EQuIP Rubric to Assess 
Alignment 

DESCRIPTION 

In table groups, coaches will use the EQuIP Rubric to assess the extent to which a video lesson and its 
accompanying lesson plan align with the features of CCS-ELA instructional shifts. As a group, you will 
view an entire lesson and determine which features of aligned instruction are clearly evident. (You may 
not be able to assess all elements of aligned instruction.) 

• Alignment to the Rigor of the CCS 
• Key Areas of Focus in the CCS 
• Instructional Supports 
• Assessment 

RESOURCES 

• EQuIP/Tri-State Quality Review Rubric for lessons and units 
• Note: The rubric is included in the resources on the America Achieves site: 

http://commoncore.americaachieves.org/ 
• Video: “I Hear the Wail of Millions” (Feeser) Grade 10: English 

http://commoncore.americaachieves.org/module/14 -  

DIRECTIONS  

1. View the video and review the written lesson plan included in this Participant Guide.  
2. Read each of the four dimensions of the rubric. As a table, establish a consensus rating for each 

dimension that you feel able to rate. 
3. Be prepared (as a table) to share out with the whole group an observation about the experience of 

using the rubric and/or the alignment of the lesson with the rubric. 

ABOUT THIS LESSON 

This is part of a six-week unit. It is the first lesson where students undertake a close reading of an 
informational text that is related to the major literary work being studied. In this lesson students 
determine the purpose and the structure of argument in Frederick Douglass’s “I hear the mournful wail 
of millions.” There is an emphasis on analyzing the language choices and citing evidence from the text. 
The culminating task for the unit is for students to write a brief essay that answers the following prompt: 
“How does Frederick Douglass introduce and then develop his position that America has nothing to 
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celebrate about itself on July 4, 1852? Explain Douglass’s position from beginning to end using evidence 
from the text to support your commentary.” 

LESSON: “I HEAR THE MOURNFUL WAIL OF MILLIONS” 

Grade 10 Subject English Language Arts 

Unit name Connecting 
Informational Text with 
Literary Text 

Lesson Frederick Douglass’s “I Hear the 
Mournful Wail of Millions” speech 

Lesson # 2 Teacher Charles Feeser 

 

CC Standards 
for English 
Language Arts 

RI.9-10.1 

Cite strong and thorough evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RI.9-10.6 

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose and analyze how an author uses 
rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose. 

LESSON PLAN: 

SECTION TIME SHIFT DETAIL 

Review 10 minutes Writing 
grounded in 
text 

Paired students will share constructed responses from 
homework. Students will volunteer to read their general 
impressions to class. 

Shared 
Reading / 
Close Reading 

20 minutes  Content-rich 
nonfiction 
Complex 
text 

Teacher guides students through a close reading of the 
text, paragraph by paragraph. 

Teacher reads paragraph 1 aloud as students follow the 
text. Central Question for paragraph is posted: Why can’t 
Douglass celebrate American independence? 

1. What does Douglass imply in his opening address, 
“Fellow citizens”? What is ironic about this language? 
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2. To which of our five senses does Douglass appeal in 
the opening lines? With that sense in mind, what 
does the word tumultuous mean in context? 

3. What would be “scandalous and shocking” to 
Douglass? 

4. What does Douglass mean by the expression “popular 
theme”?   

5. Reproach is used here as a noun. Is it a favorable 
word? Why does Douglass refer to himself as a 
“reproach”? 

6. Douglass makes a direct allusion to Psalm 137. An 
interesting extended assignment would be to have a 
student search the Internet for the text of Psalm 137 
to share with the class, and then explain the allusion. 

Sharing 
Answers 

5 minutes  Writing 
grounded in 
text 

Students will volunteer to share their paraphrases of 
paragraph 1. 

Shared 
reading / 
Close reading 

 

20 minutes Content-rich 
nonfiction 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Academic 
vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In pairs, have students write a brief paraphrase of 
paragraph 1. Students will volunteer to read paraphrases 
aloud. What should a good paraphrase accomplish? 

Teacher reads paragraph 2 aloud as students follow the 
text. Central Question for this paragraph is posted: How 
does Douglass change his tone in this paragraph? With 
whom does Douglass identify? 

1. Who is the “American bondman”? How does this 
expression connect to the topic sentence of this 
paragraph? 

2. What does Douglass mean by the word conduct? How 
does he make this term negative? 

3. What does the word fettered mean? Why is liberty 
fettered? What figure of speech is Douglass using 
here? How does this expression connect to his 
phrase, “the crushed and bleeding slave”? 

4. Douglass uses the word will several times in this 
paragraph. What is the inference we can make when 
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Complex 
text 

we hear that one uses his “will”? What does he state 
he will do?  What does he state that he will not do? 

5. Who does Douglass say will agree with him by the 
close of this paragraph? 

6. Douglass makes another direct allusion, this time to a 
speech delivered by William Lloyd Garrison. An 
interesting extended assignment would be to have a 
student search the Internet for the text of the speech 
to share with the class. 

Sharing 
Answers  

5 minutes Writing 
grounded in 
the text 

Students will volunteer to share their paraphrases of 
paragraph 1. 

Discussion 
and close 

5 minutes  Close class by having students record the Central 
Question for paragraph 3: How does Douglass support the 
claim that slaves are human beings and not beasts? Why 
does he make the claim that a persuasive argument to 
convince the “public mind” is pointless? 
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Nelson, J., Perfetti, C., Liben, D., & Liben, M. (2012). Measures of text difficulty: Testing their predictive 
value for grade levels and student performance. Report Submitted to the Gates Foundation. 
Available from http://achievethecore.org/text-complexity for this paper and more information 
about text complexity. 
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