
WATERBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
VISUAL ARTS DISTANCE 

LEARNING



HOW WE BEGAN

• On the evening of March 12, 2020 we received the phone call that school would be 

closed till at least March 20th.

• The district distributed learning packets to all students.

• Waterbury began conducting technology surveys with the parents and guardians.

• Chromebooks began being distributed to high school students the first weeks of 

April, followed by middle school then elementary schools.

• A meeting was held with the Fine Arts Supervisor, Holly Maxson to discuss the 

Distance Learning Plan for the Fine Arts.



FINE ARTS | DISTANCE LEARNING
PLAN OVERVIEW

• We will be using WPSCREATES as a resource for supplemental and/or distance learning for online 

instruction. This website includes lessons, Tedtalks, tutorials, games, applications, activities, articles, 

printables and learning channels as related to art, dance, music and theatre. Teachers have the 

opportunity to input their professional expertise and knowledge of students to provide additional 

support to their classes on all lessons provided. Teachers will be expected to provide specific 

feedback and/or grading to students through the Google platform to help them become better artists, 

musicians, dancers, actors as well as readers, writers and thinkers. All Fine Arts classes include 

content accordingly as designated by their content area and Common Core of Connecticut State 

Standards via Google Classroom. Fine Arts teachers Pre K-5 will be invited by the classroom 

teacher as a co-teacher to load lessons for their students accordingly in Art and Music under the 

category “specials". Fine Arts teachers grades 6-12 should follow the steps to set up your own 

Google Classrooms and post lessons specific to your content standards. Therefore, Google 

Classroom will be used by all teachers to post assignments and to communicate with students 

and families including providing feedback to students and any updates. Google Classroom 

(overview video), there are additional tutorials on the district website for Distance Learning.

https://sites.google.com/waterbury.k12.ct.us/wpscreates/home
https://edu.google.com/products/classroom/?modal_active=none


MATERIALS NEEDED

• Teachers will need access to the following: Internet 

connection, laptop, desktop, Chromebook, or an iPad to 

access Google Classroom.



ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

• Fine Arts teachers grades 6-12 set up Google Classroom for all classes

• Elementary Fine Arts teachers accept invitations from your academic classroom teachers from Google 

Classroom

• Reach out to all students to get them engaged in Google Classroom lessons

• Provide feedback and/or grades as needed for students

• Monitor interactive discussions to ensure a high level of professionalism

• Actively monitor email for questions and communications from families/students throughout the school 

day

• Participate regularly in communications with Supervisor via email, virtual meetings, and/or conference 

calls

• Add the Fine Arts Supervisor, Holly Maxson, and administrators in your building as a co-teacher.



ROLES AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES CONTINUED…

• Where applicable, add special education staff as co-teachers to your classes, ( to assist 

with modifications/accommodations for SPED students)

• Provide students ample time to complete assignments- more time than you would usually 

provide in class may be necessary

• Reach out to colleagues, supervisor and administrators for support and collaboration for 

resources

• Keep building administrators and supervisor informed of situations you may learn about 

families or students

• Enter your absences into AESOP and inform your supervisor and building principal of any 

absences



WATERBURY CREATES WEBSITE
HTTPS://SITES.GOOGLE.COM/WATERBURY.K12.CT.

US/WPSCREATES/HOME

• https://sites.google.com/waterbury.k12.ct.us/wpscreates/home

https://sites.google.com/waterbury.k12.ct.us/wpscreates/home
https://sites.google.com/waterbury.k12.ct.us/wpscreates/home




MY GOOGLE CLASSROOM



GOOGLE CLASSROOM GRADE 6



Comments and feedback 

can also be added to the 

Private Comment box.

I have most of my 

interaction with students 

in this area especially 

during their planning 

process.

FEEDBACK TO STUDENTS





GOOGLE CLASSROOM GRADE 4 





PORTRAIT ASSEMBLAGE USING CLOTHING 
HIGH SCHOOL SCULPTURE 



FOUND OBJECT COLOR WHEEL GRADE 6



FROTTAGE PRINTS



FEEDBACK TO STUDENTS 



SPECIAL THANKS TO:
DR. VERNA RUFFIN 

SUPERINTENDENT,  WATERBURY  PUBLIC SCHOOLS

DR. GREGORY RODRIGUEZ
DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT, WATERBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

THE EXECUTIVE CABINET AND ACADEMIC OFFICE OF 
THE WATERBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

HOLLY MAXSON
FINE ARTS SUPERVISOR, WATERBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

STEFANIE PORCARO
VISUAL ARTS TEACHER, ROTELLA MAGNET SCHOOL, WATERBURY

HEATHER MAXEN
VISUAL ARTS TEACHER, WATERBURY ARTS MAGNET SCHOOL 

WATERBURY



CONTACT INFORMATION 

Jeanette M. Gumbulevich

Visual Arts Teacher, Waterbury Arts Magnet School

Adjunct Art Faculty CCSU

jgumbulevich@waterbury.k12.ct.us 
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