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Kris Feda

● Math/ Science Specialist at Sandy Hook 

School

● 34 years teaching in Newtown- 19 years in 

the classroom, 15 years as Math/Science 

Specialist

● Training through MSP grants include 

Inquiry for Teaching and Learning Series, 

NGSX, CUDI, from CT Science Center, 

NGSS Training from CREC

● fedak@newtown.k12.ct.us

Todd Stentiford

● Science Instructional coach at Reed 

Intermediate School

● 20 years teaching, 19 years in Newtown-

17 years as a classroom teacher, the past 

two years as a science instructional coach

● Training through MSP grants include 

Inquiry for Teaching and Learning Series, 

NGSX, NGSS training from CREC

● stentifordt@newtown.k12.ct.us
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Timeline

● Newtown Public Schools’ alternative learning plan 

commenced on March 18th 

● First distance learning science lesson was shared on 

March 19 for Grade 5, and March 23rd for grades K-4

● K-6 schools are 1-to-1 student to Chromebook/iPad

● Chromebook distribution to families, making for a 

paperless option

● Wireless hotspots were made available through district 

tech



Planning          

Grades K-4

● Needed to examine what PE remained 

untaught in the current unit being taught 

and any remaining units for the year for 

grades K-4

● Among the 4 MSS we divided up the work 

of rewriting lessons to include at least 3 

days of science per week 

● These lessons were shared among the 

grade levels at the 4 elementary buildings 

for teachers to insert into their lesson plans

Examined what remaining PE needed to be instructed. Established scope 

and sequencing for remaining PE’s

Grade 5

● Coordination with STEM teacher, Assumed 

lesson planning for our 12 math/science 

teachers

● Thematically grouped performance 

expectations, keeping in mind generalized 

limitations of at home instruction/materials, 

cooperative learning opportunities.

● Uploading lessons for a week ahead in 

order for SE staff to review and adapt.







Resources/ Technology

● Mystery Science

● PBS Learning Media

● NSTA ebooks

● Local nature centers/ professional environmentalist

● PHET simulations

● Google Classroom/ Seesaw

● G Suite: Classroom, Slides, Sheets, Meet, Keep, Docs, YouTube, Forms

● Editable PDF

https://keep.google.com/u/0/#label/Water%20Cycle


Resources

NSTA eBooks

Local Nature 

Centers - CVHS









Kindergarten- Carrying out an 

investigation and recording observations 

of a walking rainbow.



Grade 1 - Padlet of student 

answers to a given questions

Grade 1 - Daily 

journal entry to 

collect and record 

data



Grade 1 - Students’work posted for classmates 

to see how they carried out an investigation of 

moving a flashlight to make shadows move.



Grade 2 - Student observations of 

characteristics of a plant communicated in a 

science journal used throughout the unit.



Model of a bear deterrent 



Engaging Science and 

Engineering Practices:
● Developing and using models

● Planning and carrying out 

investigations

● Construction Explanations









Grade 5
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