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Bringing the Elements of Instruction Together 



District: Structures and Systems
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The K-8 Social Studies Department: 
● K-8 Coordinator
● Grade level point people 

(teachers) in each grade K-4 and 
at each school 

● 20 social studies teachers at the 
Middle School

Information Technology Department
● Director
● Each School has:

○ Technology Integrators
○ Librarian
○ 1 of each at elementary
○ 3 total at middle & high

New Canaan is a suburban school district located in 
southwestern Connecticut. It has three, K-4 elementary schools, 
one grade 5-8 middle school, and one high school.  There are 
approximately 500 students at each elementary school and 1,500 
students at the middle school.



Overview of District Approach/Goals

From the beginning, we have been guided by three overarching goals:

(1) engage students in meaningful and relevant work so they can continue learning and 
progressing;

(2) keep students connected to their teachers, peers, and schools;

(3) provide continuity and consistency for our students to help them remain healthy in all 
domains of their life.

- Dr. Bryan Luizzi, Superintendent, New Canaan Public Schools



● “Classroom replacement” approach
● Focus on maintaining our pacing in order to return to 

school after two weeks
● Connecting with students and establishing routines.

Phase 1: Creating the 
Temporary Classroom

● Adjusting practice; pacing, time 
● Supporting with professional learning, 
● Maintaining overall wellness
● Establish an early release day for professional learning 

and planning. 

Phase 2: Building a 
Sustainable System

● Balancing synchronous and asynchronous instruction
● Ensuring feedback to students is happening
● Creating more opportunities to connect with students

Phase 3: Expanding 
Instruction and Deepening 

Connections



Phase 1:

● Continue instruction 
in existing units 

● Develop ways of 
instructing remotely 
and giving feedback 
on work . 

● Maintain 
connections with 
students. 

Phase 2: 

Identification of core or 
power standards, 
increased professional 
learning to support this. 

● What can we do?
● What can we measure? 

Phase 3:  

● Continue focused work
● Providing feedback for 

student  growth
● Ensure a balance 

between asynchronous 
and synchronous 
instruction 



The CT Social Studies Framework
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● Ensuring access to technology
● Identification of technology learning tools 
● Location/ Creation of instructional resources
● Creation of resource sites for students, teachers, 

parents

Phase 1: Creating the 
Temporary Classroom

● Providing needs-based professional learning 
○ “How do I…..?”

● What does online learning look like?
○ Identifying synchronous and asynchronous 

experiences

Phase 2: Building a 
Sustainable System

● Balancing synchronous and asynchronous 
learning

● Providing feedback & gathering data

Phase 3: Expanding 
Instruction and 

Deepening Connections
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Dimension 1: Developing Questions and Planning Inquiry

Fourth graders in Danielle Murdock’s classroom
generated supporting questions as they learned
about explorers past and present.

These questions connect to the compelling
questions of their inquiry such as: What are the
intended and unintended consequences of
exploration?

First graders in Kerry Needle’s class used
picture prompts to generate questions
before learning about South America.



Dimension 2:  Applying Disciplinary Concepts and Tools

Geographic Representations:
Spatial Views of the World

History: Change, Continuity and 
Context



Dimension 3: Evaluating Sources and Using Evidence

Sources take many forms 
including maps, interviews, 
field trips to well-known 
places, webquests as well as 
books and primary sources.



ICT/Library Support - Goals



Dimension 4: Communicating Conclusions and Taking Informed Action

Kindergartners in Beverley Griffin’s class 
investigated the various regions of Australia. They 
created posters to show their understanding and to 
promote Australia to an audience. 

Third graders in Tori Marek’s class researched regions 
in the United States. They shared their conclusions in a 
variety of novel ways giving students choice. 



Sixth graders in 
Mr. Gillan’s class 
share the results 
of their inquiry via 
Zoom and a 
website. 
● When does 

the present 
reflect the 
past?



Professional Learning 



Supporting Social 
Emotional Learning
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