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Why FAFSA Completion
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https://formyourfuture.org/fafsa-tracker/

https://formyourfuture.org/fafsa-tracker/
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$17.6 million
in Pell Grant funding on the table

Estimated 5,025 Pell Grant eligible high school 
graduates did NOT complete FAFSA in Connecticut’s 

class of 2018. They left approximately…

Source: https://www.nerdwallet.com/blog/2018-fafsa-study/

https://www.nerdwallet.com/blog/2018-fafsa-study/
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In Connecticut, FAFSA completion rates in the lowest poverty 
districts are 13 percentage points higher than those in the 

highest poverty districts.

Source: NCAN website

https://public.tableau.com/profile/bill.debaun.national.college.access.network#!/vizhome/FAFSACompletionbyDistrictPovertyLevelAcrosstheUnitedStates/Story1
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EdSight 
Secure

• Secure Online Data Portal

• For Designated LEA Staff

• Access Student-level Data

• View Charts and Tables

• Filter and Disaggregate 

• Export

What is EdSight Secure?
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Hover 
here to 
view 
options to 
maximize, 
save, and 
export

This report provides authorized users in districts that have executed a data use agreement with secure 
access to the FAFSA Completion Status for currently enrolled Grade 12 students. 

FAFSA Completion Status

Filters

Student Search

New in 2019: FAFSA Completion Status Report
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Pledge to Advance Connecticut (PACT)

Counselor FAQ 
Forthcoming
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Examples: Cheshire

A collaborate effort in Cheshire Public Schools to help 
students and families understand a student’s financial future

Source: Michelle Catucci, Director of School Counseling
Cheshire Public Schools
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Community Partnerships



How to Motivate Parents

● Start the process before 12th grade

○ Middle School “Financial Planning Seminars”-

● Communicate consistently and with a variety of touchpoints

○ Email, text, social media

● Understand your community.

○ Translate printed information into the language(s) spoken by 

local parents. Schedule events during the evening and on the 

weekends. Provide transportation or vouchers. Offer child care 

and food.

Rename your events:

● “Financial Aid Workshop” to “CA$H Labs”

● “Scholarship Night” to “Pizza for Dollar$”

● Workshops that focus on “Credit and Debt Management for 

Parents- early on
Source: Dr. Chaka Felder-McEntire
Supervisor of Counseling (Windsor Public Schools) 
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• Proven strategies

– Intensive 1:1 consultation for families

– Small group strategies

• FAFSA Challenge

• Louisiana: Required for high school graduation

Other Approaches to Improving FAFSA Completion


