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Purpose 

The purpose of the Commissioner's Roundtable for 
Family and Community Engagement in Education 
is to advise the Commissioner of Education 
regarding policy and programmatic priorities to 
improve outcomes for all students and advance the 
State Board of Education's comprehensive plan for 
equity and excellence in Connecticut schools. 



Meeting Ground Rules 

As members of the Commissioner’s Roundtable for Family 
and Community Engagement in Education, we have agreed to: 
• Be willing to speak our truth (even the hard truth) while respectfully

acknowledging and embracing other views

• Be open to honest and real conversation that is fearless (“Say what you want,
not what you think others want to hear”)

• W.A.I.T. (Why Am I Talking?)

• Listen respectfully to understand others’ opinions. Ensure that all voices are
valued and respected.

• E.L.M.O (Enough Let’s Move On)



Agenda 

Welcome and Introductions 
Chlo-Anne Bobrowski, Education Manager 

Emergent Critical Issues in Education 
Charlene Russell-Tucker, Commissioner 

Featured Presentations and Discussion 
Model K-12 Digital Citizenship Curricula and Artificial Intelligence (AI) Pilot Program 

Irene Parisi, Chief Academic Officer 

Educator Competencies for Structured Literacy and Dyslexia Awareness Campaign 
Sinthia Sone-Moyano, Deputy Commissioner 

Discussion Wrap-up and Charge to the Roundtable from Commissioner Russell-Tucker 



Emergent Critical Issues in Education 



CT Education Landscape 

• School Districts: 202
• Schools/Programs: 1,554
• Certified Staff FTE: 53,616
• Non-Certified Staff: ~69,000

Students: 508,402 
– 54.9% Students of Color (~279,000)

– 45.1% White Students (~229,000)
– 44.8% Eligible for Free and Reduced Lunch

(~228,000)
– 18.5% Students with Disabilities (~94,000)
– 11.3% English Learners/Multilingual Learners

(~57,000)
– More than 180 Languages spoken

– 5,463 students experienced homelessness
and housing instability in 23-24

Source: http://edsight.ct.gov 

http://edsight.ct.gov/SASStoredProcess/guest?_program=%2FCTDOE%2FEdSight%2FRelease%2FReporting%2FPublic%2FReports%2FStoredProcesses%2FConnecticutReportCard&_district=State%20of%20Connecticut&_select=Submit


Attendance PSA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OC4IgrZ2YNU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OC4IgrZ2YNU


Updated Attendance Data 



Updated Attendance Data 
for Selected Groups 



School Staff Appreciation Digital 
Backpack Program: Call to Businesses 

https://portal.ct.gov/digitalbackpack 

https://portal.ct.gov/digitalbackpack


Report on The Family and Community 
Engagement in Education Council 

Legislation: 
Section 10-15n of the Connecticut General Statutes(2023) codified the 
Commissioner’s Roundtable for Family and Community Engagement in 
Education as the Family and Community Engagement in Education 
Council. 

Annual Report: 
Priorities and Recommendations for School-Family-Community 
Partnership Initiatives in the Connecticut State Board of Education 
Comprehensive Plan 

Data Sources: 
• Survey of Roundtable Members in October 2023 (56 responses)
• Focus Group at September 2024 Roundtable Meeting (22 responses)



SBE Comprehensive Plan 2023 - 2028 

Strategic Priorities: 
• Ensure Equitable Access to

Education
• Ensure Safe and Healthy

Learning Environments
• Elevate Curriculum

Frameworks
• Create Multiple Career

Pathways



Roundtable Priorities 

SBE Plan 

Ensure Safe and 
Healthy Learning 
Environments 

Ensure Equitable 
Access to Education 
for All Learners 

Elevate Curriculum 
Frameworks 

Family Engagement 

Roundtable Priorities 

Mental health supports for students and educators 
School climate and bullying 
Disparities in school discipline policies 

Educator shortages and diversifying the profession at all levels 
Supports for newcomer and multilingual students and families 
Compliance with accommodations for students with disabilities and 

protection of their civil rights 

Literacy - for all content areas and for particular student groups 
Cultural relevance and representation in learning materials 

Barriers to meaningful participation for parents (Language Access) 
Training for leaders, teachers and other staff 



Roundtable Recommendations 

Recommendations 
Leadership & Stakeholder Engagement 
• Engage education leaders, boards, and

communities to prioritize equitable
access and student well-being.

Training & Capacity Building 
• Provide professional development on

trauma-informed practices,
nondiscriminatory discipline, inclusive
school culture, civil rights in special
education, and juvenile justice diversion.

• Integrate family engagement training into
teacher preparation programs.

Equity & Inclusion Practices 
• Promote asset-based approaches,

culturally responsive curriculum, and
inclusive learning environments.

Resource Promotion & Funding 
• Expand awareness of translation services,

parent rights resources, and CT Learning
Hub.

• Prioritize funding for SEL, multilingual
learners, newcomers, and family
engagement.



2025 School Climate Guidance 



Featured Presentation 



Model K-12 Digital Citizenship Curricula 
and Artificial Intelligence (AI) Pilot 

Program 



GoOpenCT: CT's Digital Library 

8 Models: 
K-8 Math
K-8 Science
K-8 Social Studies
K-8 ELA
K-8 Computer Science
9-12 AA/B and PR/L Studies
6-12 Financial Literacy
K-12 Digital Citizenship

Coming Soon: 
9-12 Algebra I
K-8 World Language

https:/goopenct.org 

https:/goopenct.org


Which 2-3 values resonate with you right now and why? 



commonsense.org/education 
Shareable with attribution for noncommercial use. Remixing is permitted. 

What are your top 2-3 
digital/phone activities? 

Do your daily phone 
activities support or hinder 
your values? 

Discuss in breakout rooms. 

https://commonsense.org/education


A "Daily Dilemma" 

Derryl recorded a humiliating video of Jared and posted it on his story for 
everyone to see. Jared was mortified and asked Derryl to please stop and take 
the video down. 
Derryl didn't listen. He thought the video was really funny. Plus, a lot of people 
were commenting and saying Derryl was hilarious for posting it. 

By the next day, it seemed like everyone at school had seen the video. Jared 
tried to act like it didn't bother him, but he was really embarrassed and went 
straight home after school instead of going to the basketball game he and all his 
friends had been looking forward to. 

1. What dilemma is each person facing?
2. How are Derryl and Jared each feeling?
3. How might this be resolved so each of them feels as good as possible?



AI in K-12 Education 

Guiding Legislation: 

Public Act (P.A.) 24-151 Section 143(a) states that the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) shall, during the 2024-25 
school year, “administer an artificial intelligence education tool pilot program. Under such pilot program, the Commissioner of 
Education shall award a grant to assist such boards in implementing an existing artificial intelligence tool, selected by the 
commissioner, that will be used by educators and students for classroom instruction and student learning.” 

P.A. 24-151 (143) (c) states that such artificial intelligence tool shall comply with the laws governing the use of artificial intelligence and 
the protection of student data and privacy, including, but not limited to, the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, 20 
U.S.C. Section 1232g, as amended from time to time, and Sections 10-234aa to 10-234gg, inclusive, of the Connecticut General 
Statutes. 

P.A. 24-151 (144) further states that the Department of Education shall provide professional development for educators employed by 
the local and regional boards of education participating in the artificial intelligence education tool pilot program pursuant to section 
143 of this act. Such professional development shall include, but not be limited to, (1) training on how to properly and safely utilize the 
artificial intelligence tool selected for such pilot program as part of instruction in the classroom, (2) how such artificial intelligence tool 
can benefit (A) educators in classroom instruction, and (B) students in learning, academic achievement and workforce development, 
and (3) the laws governing the use of artificial intelligence and the protection of student data and privacy, including, but not limited to, 
the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, 20 U.S.C. Section 1232g, as amended from time to time, and Sections 10-234aa 
to 10-234gg, inclusive, of the Connecticut General Statutes. 

https://cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2024&bill_num=5524


AI in K-12 Education 

The CSDE released a Request for Information (RFI) to receive proposals for AI Education Tools to support 
the integration of AI in a safe, ethical and guided environment that has the potential to enhance 1) 
instructional planning; 2) personal and adapt learning; 3) student-led learning; 4) data analytics and 
decision making; and 5) develop digital and AI literacy. 

Approved AI Education Tools for Pilot Program 
• SNORKL
• MagicSchoolAI
• SchoolAI
• CK12 Foundation
• Cloud Navigator



Purpose 

Purpose 

The pilot program will evaluate the integration of artificial intelligence (AI) tools in 7-12 classrooms through 
partnered AI technology vendors providing intelligent tutoring systems, automated feedback platforms, and 
adaptive learning software. Participating school districts will implement an AI tool of their choosing to enhance 
classroom instruction through project-based learning experiences, personalized learning pathways, real-time 
student progress monitoring, and potential AI enhanced grading assistance. 

The primary goal is to measure the impact of AI integration on classroom planning for instruction, teaching 
and learning, student learning outcomes aligned with identified AI knowledge, skills and dispositions and 
workforce readiness skills. 



Educator Competencies for Structured 
Literacy and Dyslexia Awareness 

Campaign 



Office of Dyslexia and Reading Disabilities: 
Strategic Priorities 

Educator preparation providers and local education agencies 
implement instruction aligned to scientific evidence-based 
knowledge and practices for structured literacy and dyslexia. 

Educator preparation, professional learning, and credentialing 
are accountable to scientific-based reading research in 
programming and procedures. 

Families and school districts are supported with information and 
assistance regarding the detection and recognition of, and 
structured literacy interventions for, students with dyslexia. 

Strategic 
Priority 1

Strategic 
Priority 2

Strategic 
Priority 3



Adopted Connecticut Educator Competencies 
for Structured Literacy and Dyslexia 

What are the essential teacher 
competencies, for structured literacy 

and dyslexia, that all educators 
should know and be able to do to 

effectively teach students at risk for 
and with dyslexia or other reading 

difficulties? 



Guidance and Support Resources 

Information and Resources to support
implementation of the Educator Competencies
Faculty and District professional learning

opportunities and supports
Curriculum reflection tools and sample course

assignments for faculty
Model structured literacy and dyslexia training

programs for district use
Alignment of CSDE existing and future webinar

modules and trainings



PA 15-97 

The Commissioner of Education shall designate an employee of the 
Department of Education to be responsible for providing 

information and assistance to local and regional boards of 
education and the parents or guardians of students relating to the 

detection and recognition of, and evidence-based structured 
literacy interventions for, students with dyslexia. 



Information and Assistance 
related to SLD: Dyslexia 

Common topics 

• Universal Screening/MTSS
• Tier 1 Curriculum
• Evaluation/Assessment/Independent Education Evaluations
• Eligibility (including twice-exceptionality and double-deficit dyslexia)
• Individualized Education Plans/Private school placement service plans
• Programming: Structured Literacy Interventions
• Assistive Technology/Accessible Educational Materials
• Teacher Certification/Dyslexia Legislations



Information and Assistance 
related to SLD: Dyslexia 

CSDE Resources: 
Upcoming 

1 Revision to the Assessment Resource Guide for Specific
Learning Disabilities in Reading and Written Expression

2 Parents Guide to SLD/Dyslexia in CT

3 Dyslexia Handbook

4 Assistive Technology Resources for Students with
Dyslexia 



Dyslexia Awareness Campaign: 
End of the Year Events 

c
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2025-2026 CT-DAC Planning 
has begun! 



Thank you! 
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