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Purpose

ThewƻǳƴŘǘŀōƭŜΩǎpurposeis to advisethe Commissionerof Educationregarding
policy and programmaticpriorities to improve outcomesfor all studentsand
advancethe State Board of Education'scomprehensiveplan for equity and
excellencein Connecticutschools.



Meeting Ground Rules

!ǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊΩǎ wƻǳƴŘǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ CŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
Engagement in Education, we have agreed to:
ÅBe willing to speak our truth (even the hard truth) while respectfully acknowledging 

and embracing other views
ÅW.A.I.T. (Why Am I Talking?)
Å.Ŝ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ƘƻƴŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀƭ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŦŜŀǊƭŜǎǎ όά{ŀȅ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘΣ ƴƻǘ 
ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊέύ

ÅBe active listeners
Å[ƛǎǘŜƴ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ
ÅEnsure that all voices are valid and respected, making it critical that we hear from 

everyone in the room
ÅE.L.M.Oό9ƴƻǳƎƘ [ŜǘΩǎ aƻǾŜ hƴύ



Agenda

Welcome and Introductions

ÅJudy Carson, Education Consultant

ÅChlo-Anne Bobrowski, Education Manager

Emergent Critical Issues in Education

ÅCharlene Russell-Tucker, Commissioner

The NewEdSight: Data, Transparency, and Accountability

ÅAjit Gopalakrishnan, Chief Performance Officer

Listening to Roundtable Members: Strategies for Sharing Information with Families and 

Community Members

Discussion Wrap-up and Charge to the Roundtable from Commissioner Russell-Tucker



Emergent Issues in 
Education



The Sky is NOT the Limit

With the Connecticut State Department of 
Education, our State Board of Education, 
Superintendents and school leaders, local school 
boards, policymakers, educational partners, 
parents/guardians (families), community 
members, and Connecticut's talented educator 
workforce working together on student's behalf, 
The Sky Is NOT The Limit!



The Sky is NOT the Limit - Dr. Bernard 

Harris Video

Source: CT-N 



2022-23 CSDEôsFocused Initiatives

ÁtǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ wƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘ

ÁSupporting the Social, Emotional, Physical and Mental 

Healthof Students and Staff

ÁLaunching into Healthy Learning

ÁProviding Access to High Quality Curricula

ÁSupporting our Educators

ÁSupporting our Students

ÁEnhanced Commitment to Literacy



New Publication Recognizes CT 
Family Engagement Definition 

Co-ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊΩǎ 
Roundtable on Family and Community 
Engagement ςmade up of parent leaders, 
educators, policymakers, and community 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΧόǇΦмсύ



FAFSA Challenge

The Connecticut FAFSA Challenge is 
designed tospark and support local 

innovations to:

Increase FAFSA completion rates

Improve postsecondary access

Close opportunity gaps

2021-2022 Results



FAFSA Challenge  



Student Assessment Results

ÅPerformance has not returned to pre-
pandemic levels, academic growth 
results offer some encouraging signs 
of learning acceleration

ÅGrades 4 and 5 may be 2-3 months 
behind their expected performance.

ÅIn the middle school grades students 
may be 5-7 months behind in ELA, 
and a year or more behind in math.



Blue Ribbon Schools

ÅBooth Hill Schoolin Trumbull

ÅE.O. Smith High Schoolin Regional School 
District 19 (Ashford, Columbia, Coventry 
Eastford, Mansfield, Willington, and 
Windham);

ÅGreat Plain Schoolin Danbury

ÅWhiting Lane Schoolin West Hartford


