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Agenda

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

1. Welcome, Kari Sullivan Custer, Attendance & Engagement Consultant, CSDE

2. What’s New! CSDE and Partners

3. Reimagining Schools to Transform Students’ Lives, ARP/ESSER Guidance, 
Irene Parisi, Chief Academic Officer, CSDE

4. Break-out Sessions
5. Upcoming Attendance & Engagement Meetings

Notice: This meeting is being recorded. 
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What’s New!
CSDE & Partners



June 14, 2021
• ARP ESSER Maintenance of Equity FAQ
• Future of Tech Commission Town Hall: A Public Discussion on Advancing Innovations in Education

June 10, 2021
• Chronic Absence Patterns and Prediction During Covid-19: Insights from Connecticut

June 9, 2021
• CSDE Announces Submission of ARP ESSER Plan

• Flexibilities for Implementing the CT Guidelines for Educator Evaluation 2017 for the 2021-2022 School Year
June 8, 2021

• Save the Date: Commissioner's Back-to-School Meeting - August 11, 2021, 9 a.m., A.I. Prince Technical HS, Hartford
June 7, 2021

• African American/Black and Puerto Rican/Latino Course of Studies – Professional Learning and Training Schedule
June 3, 2021

• Updated CSDE ARP ESSER Guidance
• Summer Camps and Access for Children with Disabilities

June 1, 2021
• Epidemiology and Laboratory Capacity (ELC) School COVID-19 Screening Testing Program

• Funding Request Form
• Revised: Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services Plan
• Summer Enrichment Programs Awarded
• Five-Year Federal After School Grant Program Funding Announcement
• NEW CSDE Summer Learning Challenges

What’s New at CSDE

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Visit the Superintendent's Digest to stay current on new guidance from CSDE.

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2020-21/21-0099-MOEq-FAQs-final.docx
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Digest/CT-Future-of-Tech-Commission-Town-Hall
https://www.attendanceworks.org/chronic-absence-patterns-and-prediction-during-covid-19-insights-from-connecticut/
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Press-Room/Press-Releases/2021/Connecticut-State-Department-of-Education-Announces-Submission-of-ARP-ESSER-Plan
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2020-21/EducatorGuidelinesFlexibilitiesMemo692021.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2020-21/African-American-Black-and-Puerto-Rican-Latino-Course-of-Studies-Prof-Learning-Traning-Schedule.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2020-21/ARP_ESSER_Guidance.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2020-21/US-Attorneys-Summer-Camps--ADA-Flyer-2021.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2020-21/CSDE-DPH-Summer-Screening-Testing060121.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2020-21/Summer-School-Screening-Testing_Request-Form.xlsx
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2020-21/SafeReturnTemplate.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Press-Room/Press-Releases/2021/State-Department-of-Education-Announces-Recipients-of-2021-Summer-Enrichment-Grants
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/RFP/RFP132_21st_Century_Community_Learning_Centers_2021.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Academic-Office/CT-Learning-Hub/Summer-Learning-Hub
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Digest/Superintendents-Digest


A COMPENDIUM OF RESOURCES

Attendance Playbook: Smart Solutions for Reducing Chronic Absenteeism

Implementation Guide for Using the Attendance Playbook Pathways to Engagement Toolkit

Acceleration Roadmap, Massachusetts Department of Education

School Leader Edition Classroom Educator Edition

Accelerate CT

CT’s Framework for Accelerating 
Educational Opportunity and Access

Guidance Regarding Special Education 
Recover for Students with IEPs Six Priority Areas

USDOE – ED COVID-19 HANDBOOK

Create Safe & Healthy Learning 
Environments Addressing Lost Instructional Time Supporting Educator and Staff 

Stability/Well-being

Chronic Absence Patterns and Prediction During Covid-19, Insights From Connecticut

Present Danger, FutureEd (May 2021) EdSight: Supporting Student Participation in 2020-21

https://www.future-ed.org/attendance-playbook/
https://www.attendanceworks.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Attendance-Works-Implementation-Guide-June-2020-.pdf
https://awareness.attendanceworks.org/pathways-to-engagement-a-toolkit-for-covid-19-recovery-through-attendance/
https://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/roadmap/
https://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/roadmap/leader-edition.pdf
https://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/roadmap/educator-edition.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/COVID19/AccelerateCT
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/AccelerateCT/AccelerateCTFramework.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/reopening-2.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/COVID19/AccelerateCT
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/reopening-2.pdf
https://www.future-ed.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/REPORT_Present_Danger_Final.pdf
http://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/Supporting%20Student%20Participation%20in%202020-21.html


Don’t miss full presentation on the findings by David Alexandro, a report author, from CSDE Performance Office! 
Talk Tuesday, June 29, 2021  Download report!

Insights from Connecticut National Research Brief
Press Release

https://www.attendanceworks.org/chronic-absence-patterns-and-prediction-during-covid-19-insights-from-connecticut/


Spotlight on Data
Students who are Homeless

Source: CSDE, EdSight, Supporting Student Participation in 2020-21
Learning Models, Enrollment, and Attendance

http://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/Supporting%20Student%20Participation%20in%202020-21.html


Identifying and Supporting 
Students who may be Homeless

Ensure faculty, staff, coaches, afterschool providers and home visitors 
know the signs of students/families struggling with homelessness!

Understanding the Challenges Faced by Homeless Students: What 
Educators Can Do to Help, Edmentum, 2019

• Wearing the same clothes day after day, or wearing clothes that are 
not consistently clean

• Struggling to keep up with personal hygiene, possibly appearing to 
not have had a bath, shower, or haircut recently

• Hoarding food that is distributed at lunch, on field trips, or during 
classroom snack breaks

• Appearing to have medical and/or dental issues (even significant 
ones) that are not addressed, such as signs of rash, infection, 
persistent illness, pain, etc.

• Often being late to school, or having frequent and/or extended 
absences

• Carrying a backpack that is very full of personal belongings, but 
lacking adequate school supplies

• Talking about not wanting to go home, or sharing vague stories of 
their living conditions or people they live with that carry negative 
connotations

• Frequently moving from school to school, sometimes multiple times 
within a school year

• Consistently failing to complete homework on time or at all

• Difficulties getting in touch with parents, including failure to sign 
notes, permission slips, etc.

Know your district’s attendance data by subgroup!  
Download updated spreadsheet (Apr. 2021)!

Learn more at: 
CSDE Homeless Education, McKinney-Vento webpage.

https://blog.edmentum.com/understanding-challenges-faced-homeless-students-what-educators-can-do-help
https://data.ct.gov/api/views/226r-dnit/rows.csv?accessType=DOWNLOAD&bom=true&format=true
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Homeless/Homeless-Education


Download flyer! Register now! 

Upcoming Parent Teacher Home Visits Training

Parent Teacher Home Visits Training! June 28, 2021

Don’t miss the upcoming Parent Teacher Home Visits training on June 
28, 2021. It is sponsored by the Connecticut Family School Partnerships 
at CREC and CSDE. Download flyer! 

PTHV is recognized as a research-based intervention for family 
engagement that can improve student attendance. It is identified in 
“Initiatives/Resources to Spark Innovation” in Connecticut’s ARP ESSER 
Guidance: Reimagining Schools to Transform Students’ Lives
guidance. It is also featured in FutureEd’s Attendance Playbook as a 
research-based Tier 1 strategy that can impact attendance. 

Districts and schools that are considering a home-visiting model over 
the summer or in the fall, may want to consider having educators, 
family liaisons, and others participate in this training. For additional 
information on PTHV, contact Betsy LeBorious at bleborious@crec.org
or Mary Lou Molloy at mmolloy@crec.org.

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Chronic-Absence/TalkTuesday/PTHVPs.pdf
https://crec.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAkd-GtqzsiEtOS55SsEJ3E_bnQWDvfce8I
http://www.pthvp.org/what-we-do/pthv-model/
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Chronic-Absence/TalkTuesday/PTHVPs.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2020-21/ARP_ESSER_Guidance.pdf
https://www.future-ed.org/attendance-playbook/
mailto:bleborious@crec.org
mailto:mmolloy@crec.org
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Reimagining Schools to Transform 
Students’ Lives ARP/ESSER Guidance

Irene Parisi, Chief Academic Officer, CSDE



How Might We...

Connecticut State Department of Education @CT_Academics @EducateCT #TalkTuesdays



Connect 
If you have questions or require technical assistance, email

Irene.Parisi@ct.gov

Call: 860-713-6823

@CT_Academics

mailto:Irene.Parisi@ct.gov


Check-In 

@CT_Academics @EducateCT #TalkTuesdays

Alignment…

• Where are you? 
• Where do you want to be?

Photo Credit: DepositPhotos



CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

An Asset-Based Mindset 

Connecticut State Department of Education @CT_Academics @EducateCT #NetStat20@CT_Academics @EducateCT #TalkTuesdaysPhoto Credit: CSDE



CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Strategic Acceleration Habits

Connecticut State Department of Education @CT_Academics @EducateCT #NetStat20@CT_Academics @EducateCT #TalkTuesdays

Habits vs Rules

Organize to Prioritize
Plan & Partner
Monitor & Adapt
Feedback to Engage
Evaluate to Maintain and sustain

Photo Credit: CSDE

AccelerateCT Framework p.8



CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Strategic Acceleration Habits

Connecticut State Department of Education @CT_Academics @EducateCT #NetStat20
@CT_Academics @EducateCT #TalkTuesdays

Step Habits for realizing each step Guiding Questions

Prioritize Organize a centralized or individual school-based team with 
internal and external stakeholders having diverse perspectives 
and roles to assess needs and prioritize actions 

What needs to be prioritized to accelerate schooling and 
leverage the district strategic operating plan? To what extent is 
this a priority today?

Plan & Partner Plan for the implementation of equity-based strategies with all 
partners

In our desired future normal, what must always be true? 

Monitor & 
Adapt

Monitor implementation to adapt systems of support In our desired future normal, what must always be true? 

Feedback to 
Engage

Timely communication of actionable feedback that can engage 
all learners (adult and student) as partners: 

In our desired future normal, what must always be true? 

Evaluate to 
Maintain 

Evaluate to understand what is working and what is not 
working, plan to sustain and maintain at a high level of 
commitment

In our desired future normal, what must always be true? 



CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Strategic Acceleration Habit: Prioritize

Connecticut State Department of Education @CT_Academics @EducateCT #NetStat20@CT_Academics @EducateCT #TalkTuesdaysPhoto Credit: CSDE

Summer 
Learning

Student 
Enrichment

Personalized 
Learning 

Defined 
Learning 

APEX Learning

Talent 
Development

Student 
Wellness 

SBHC

DESSA

Curriculum 
Renewal

Home Visits

AccelerateCT Framework p.6



CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

An Asset-Based Mindset 

Connecticut State Department of Education @CT_Academics @EducateCT #NetStat20@CT_Academics @EducateCT #TalkTuesdaysPhoto Credit: CSDE

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2020-21/ARP_ESSER_Guidance.pdf


CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
Connecticut State Department of Education

Alignment…

• Where are you? 
• Where do you want to be?

@CT_Academics @EducateCT #TalkTuesdays

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

http://www.justintarte.com/2014/01/5-helpful-strategies-for-self-reflection.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

An Asset-Based Mindset 

Connecticut State Department of Education @CT_Academics @EducateCT #NetStat20@CT_Academics @EducateCT #TalkTuesdaysPhoto Credit: CSDE



Everything is 
Figureoutable!

- Marie Floreo



Control the Controllables
- Tom Murray



We Can Help You
If you have questions or require technical assistance, email

Irene.Parisi@ct.gov

Call: 860-713-6823

@CT_Academics

mailto:Irene.Parisi@ct.gov


Breakout Sessions

Where are you?
Where do you want to be?
How would you prioritize at your district?

24



Upcoming Attendance & 
Engagement Meetings

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Next Talk Tuesday
Tuesday, June 29, 2021

10 to 11 a.m.
Attendance Works research brief: Chronic 
Absence and Prediction During COVID-19: 

Insights from Connecticut 

Have a promising practice or success 
you want to share?

Concerns you want to share through peer discussion?

Send ideas for topics for discussion to 
Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov.

Community of Practice  
District Attendance Leads
Thursday, July 29th, 2021

10 to 11:30 a.m.

Thursday, July 29th, 2021
10 to 11:30 a.m.

Registration is now open!

Save the dates!
Thursday, July 29, 2021, 10 to 11:30 a.m.

Thursday, August 19, 2021, 10 to 11:30 a.m.

https://ctserc.net/cop0609


Keep in touch!

Kari 
Sullivan Custer

Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov
860-807-2041

Connect with CSDE for more information 
on student attendance and engagement:

Facebook.com/ctdepartmentofeducation

http://www.ct.gov/sde

@EducateCT

mailto:Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov
http://www.ct.gov/sde
https://twitter.com/EducateCT
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