
CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Talk Tuesdays 
Student Attendance, 

Engagement, and Support Series

February 22, 2022

Please sign-in using the chat - include your
name, title, district/school or agency.

Developed by the CSDE in collaboration with SERC

Notice: This meeting is 
being recorded.



Introductions

Please share in chat:
• Name, position, district 
• Take a few minutes to consider how you feel 

about school climate and attendance in February 
compared to January?  In the chat, add a few 
words, “What are your hopes for March?”
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Checklist
1. My school/district has regular attendance team 

meetings.
2. We unpack, analyze, and share our attendance 

data with the community on a frequent basis.
3. We use a tiered approach to improving 

attendance, engagement, and school climate.
4. We engage in a root cause analysis to 

determine the appropriate research-based or 
promising interventions to use at each tier.

5. We regularly monitor our progress.
6. We take a WHOLE child / WHOLE school 

approach to improving attendance, 
engagement and school climate.
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Agenda

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

1. Welcome
Stephen Proffitt, Director for Special Education Programs and Instructional 
Design, SERC

2. What’s New at CSDE and Partners
Kari Sullivan Custer, Attendance & Engagement Consultant, CSDE

3. Establishing Strong Community Partnerships to Strengthen Student 
Engagement through Mentoring

Carli Rocha-Reaes, Director of School Counseling, Bridgeport Public Schools
Aristede Hill, Program Manager, Mentoring Services

4. Discussion
5. Upcoming Attendance & Engagement Meetings

Notice: This meeting is being recorded. 



WHAT’S NEW AT 
CSDE AND PARTNERS

BOOKMARK: WWW.CT.GOV/SDE

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

http://www.ct.gov/sde


February 18, 2022
• Press release: Connecticut Department of Public Health and Connecticut State 

Department of Education Release Updated School Guidance
• Transitioning to a Model of Routine Respiratory Disease Prevention and 

Enhanced Outbreak Management and Control for COVID-19 in PreK-12 School 
Settings

• Considerations for Boards of Education, District Administrators, and other Local 
Decision-Makers Regarding Potential Changes to School COVID-19 Policies and 
Practices

February 17, 2022
• Phase 3 Test Kit Allocation
• Phase 3 Distribution Instructions for COVID-19 Self-Test Kits for Connecticut School 

Students and Staff
February 15, 2022
• Important Updates: Executive Order 13G – Vaccination of Covered 

Employees and Press Release: Statewide School Mask Requirements

What’s New at CSDE
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Superintendent's Digest 
(ct.gov)

https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Press-Room/Press-Releases---2022/DPH-And-CSDE-Release-New-School-COVID-19-Guidance
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Coronavirus/PreK-12-COVID19_Transition-Routine-Prevention-Control_02182022_FINAL.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Coronavirus/PreK-12_Guidance-for-Mask-Decisions_School-Districts_02182022_FINAL.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2021-22/TestKitDistributionPhase3.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2021-22/Self-test-Kits-for-Schools---Phase-3-Guidance.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2021-22/Update-on-EO-13G---Vaccination-of-Covered-Workers021522.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Press-Room/Press-Releases---2022/Statement-From-DPH-And-CSDE-Regarding-School-Guidance
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Digest/Superintendents-Digest


Press Release: DPH & CSDE Release 
Updated School Guidance

DPH And CSDE Release New School COVID-19 Guidance (ct.gov)

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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HARTFORD, Conn. —The Connecticut Department of Public Health and the Connecticut State Department of Education today 
released two COVID-19 guidance documents for use in PreK-12 school settings.

• The first guidance document assists schools with transitioning to a model for COVID-19 management that aligns with the 
state’s public health approach to the routine management of respiratory viral diseases.

• The second document includes questions to consider when contemplating potential changes to COVID-19 policies including 
universal masking in schools or transitioning to “mask optional” policies. The determination on whether to require masks in 
schools can be made at the local level effective Feb. 28, 2022.

• Before Feb. 28, school districts can expect to receive additional shipments of self-tests to distribute two kits per student and staff 
member. Each kit contains two tests. In schools discontinuing universal indoor masking beginning Feb. 28, kits should be used by 
all staff and students to self-test just prior to the lifting of universal indoor masking. Ideally, one test should be performed at home 
in the morning prior to leaving for school on the first day optional masking is implemented.

• Given the widespread availability of COVID-19 vaccines, at-home testing and medications, our communities can begin to transition
to these updated models of COVID-19 management. This guidance was shared late Friday afternoon with all districts and schools 
throughout the state’s extensive network of superintendents, school medical advisors, school nurses, local school board 
members, local health directors, and others who make up the school ecosystem. The guidance documents are posted on the DPH 
website:

• “Considerations for Boards of Education, District Administrators, and other Local Decision-Makers Regarding Potential 
Changes to School COVID-19 Policies and Practices”

• “Transitioning to a Model of Routine Respiratory Disease Prevention and Enhanced Outbreak Management and Control 
for COVID-19 in PreK-12 School Settings”

https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Press-Room/Press-Releases---2022/DPH-And-CSDE-Release-New-School-COVID-19-Guidance
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Coronavirus/PreK-12_Guidance-for-Mask-Decisions_School-Districts_02182022_FINAL.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Coronavirus/PreK-12-COVID19_Transition-Routine-Prevention-Control_02182022_FINAL.pdf


Now on EdSight

2020-21 Chronic Absence Rates
• State
• District
• School
• Student groups (Els, SWDs, Grade, F/R Meals)

January 2021 Attendance Data 
• Attendance Rates for State and Districts, Student Groups by 

tab (.xlsx)
• Chronic Absence Rates and Remote Attendance Information 

for State and Districts, Student Groups by tab (.xlsx)
• Attendance Rates for Schools (.xlsx)

https://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/Supporting%20Student%20Participation%20in%2020
20-21.html

Track Data Early and Often…

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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https://edsight.ct.gov/SASPortal/main.do
https://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/Supporting%20Student%20Participation%20in%202020-21.html
https://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/0221_AttRate_District_Suppressed_January_2022_20220215.xlsx
https://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/0222_InPerRemote_District_Suppressed_January_2022_20220215.xlsx
https://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/0231_AttRate_School_Suppressed_January_2022_20220215.xlsx
https://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/Supporting%20Student%20Participation%20in%202020-21.html


Percentage of Students Chronical Absent by Student Group 
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December 2021

January 2022



Connecting Relationships To School

Do you work at the intersection of families and learning? 

Would you like to network and learn from others in the field?

THEN COME TO FRIDAY CAFE´!

fridaycafe.org

March 4, 9:30-11:00am

Language Justice: Everyone’s Fundamental Right to be Heard

https://fridaycafe.org/


Mental Health Wellness Days

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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Download flyer!

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Act_21-46_Resources_for_Families_and_Students.pdf


CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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Download flyers!

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2021-22/Eversource-CT-Hardship-and-MPP-Poster_English-and-Spanish_September-2021.pdf


Ideas for improving attendance over the 
next several months? 



Upcoming Attendance & 
Engagement Meetings

Attendance & Engagement 
Community of Practice  

Thursday, February 17, 2022

Fall 2021 Data Analysis 
Ajit Gopalakrishnan

CSDE Chief Performance Data

Save the dates!
All CoPs are held on the 3rd Thursday 

of the month from 10 to 11:30 a.m.

Talk Tuesday

Tuesday, February 8, 2022

Have a promising practice or success 
you want to share?

Concerns you want to share through peer discussion?

Send ideas for topics for discussion to 
Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov.



Kari Sullivan Custer, CSDE
Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov

860-807-2041

Stephen Proffitt, SERC
proffitt@ctserc.org

860-632-1485, ext. 322

KEEP IN TOUCH!

mailto:Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov
mailto:proffitt@ctserc.org
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