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Agenda

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

1. Welcome
Kari Sullivan Custer, Attendance & Engagement Consultant, CSDE

2. What’s New at CSDE

3. Problem of Practice: Home Visits
Carli Rocha-Reaes, Coordinator of School Counseling & Parent Partnerships
Bridgeport Public Schools

4. Let’s Put Some “Talk” in Talk Tuesdays

5. Upcoming Attendance & Engagement Meetings

Notice: This meeting is being recorded. 



WHAT’S NEW AT CSDE

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION



What’s New at CSDE

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Visit the Superintendent's Digest to stay current on new guidance from CSDE.

March 18, 2021
Update to Number of Preschool Students per Classroom
New CDC Guidance for Fully Vaccinated People:

• CDC Interim Public Health Recommendations for Fully Vaccinated 
People

• CDC Updated Healthcare Infection Prevention and Control 
Recommendations in Response to COVID-19 Vaccination

March 15, 2021
Completion of Teacher Negotiations Act Submission (formerly the ED003)

March 11, 2021
7 Ways CSDE is Leading Social-Emotional Learning
Charter Schools Best Practices Annual Report
Perspectives from the Field - Building Capacity for Technology Integration

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Digest/Superintendents-Digest
https://www.ctoec.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Memo-15-3-31-20-REVISED-6-3-20-REVISED-6-25-20-Revised-3-15-21-final.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-after-vaccination.html
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2020-21/2021-Superintendents-Memo-re-ED003.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2020-21/7WaysSEL.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Charter-Schools/Best_Practices_Report19_20.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Academic-Office/Information-and-Technology-Literacy#tech2


What’s New at State Board of Education

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Visit the State Board of Education webpage.

February 3, 2021 Meeting – video recording

• Adoption of Position Statement on Culturally Responsive Education
o Presentation - Adoption of Position Statement on Culturally 

Responsive Education - SERC

• Report on Student Discipline in Connecticut Public Schools
o Presentation - Report on School Discipline in Connecicut Public 

Schools

March 3, 2021 Meeting – video recording

• The Condition of Education in Connecticut 2019-20

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Board/State-Board-of-Education
https://youtu.be/tDFdQnQYGg8
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Board/BoardMaterials020321/Adoption_of_Position_Statement_on_Culturally_Responsive_Education.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Board/BoardMaterials020321/Presentation_Adoption_of_Position_Statement_on_Culturally_Responsive_Education_SERC.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Board/BoardMaterials020321/Report_on_Student_Discipline_in_Connecticut_Public_Schools.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Board/BoardMaterials020321/Presentation_Report_on_Student_Discipline_in_Connecticut_Public_Schools_020321.pdf
https://youtu.be/91KTTS6Onlo
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Board/BoardMaterials030321/The_Condition_of_Education_in_Connecticut_2019_20.pdf


CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

What’s New! Video Recording

Talk Tuesday: School Climate and Attendance
January 26, 2021

Amanda Pickett, Associate Education Consultant
Connecticut State Department of Education

Watch Now!

Learn more about:
• School Climate and Attendance
• Initiative Inventory
• Hexagon Model

mailto:Amanda.Pickett@ct.gov
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Afek6z7A1k
https://nirn.fpg.unc.edu/resources/initiative-inventory
https://nirn.fpg.unc.edu/resources/initiative-inventory


Parent Teacher Home Visits (PTHV)

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Overview Session – March 31, 2021 Training Session – April 7, 2021

Registration Link! Registration Link!

https://crec.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwkc-CorzktGtBYB9r6USlR00cgVWXvZ1th
https://crec.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUtcOmorzooHNPLE-zmlZOWmIblBFGBEV1l


National Safe School Reopening Summit
National Center of Safe and Supportive Learning Environments

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Tomorrow! Thursday, March 24, 2021 – Learn More!
Noon to 4 p.m.
Sessions
1. Lessons from the Field: Implementing CDC's K-12 Operational Strategy to Keep 

Students, Educators, and Staff Safe
2. Technical Assistance from CDC and ED: Implementing CDC's Guidance to Keep Students, 

Educators, and Staff Safe
3. Supporting All Students: Addressing the Academic, Social, and Emotional Needs of 

Students with a Focus on Equity

https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/events/webinar/national-safe-school-reopening-summit


CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Problem of Practice: Home Visits
Carli Rocha-Reaes

Bridgeport Public Schools



Home visits help to 
establish strong, 
positive 
communication 
between the 
school and parents.

Home visits can help 
motivate parents to 
become more 
involved at their kids’ 
schools.

They give us a glimpse into 
the lives of the children we 
support.

They offer a perspective on 
each individual family's 
struggles, what they 
are lacking, and what they 
find to be the most 
difficult challenges in their 
lives.

Helps build stronger 
relationships between 
parents, students and 
families.

Problem of Practice

Home Visits



Challenges in
Bridgeport Public 
Schools

Staffing

Lack of training

Comprehensive Home Visit Program

Data Collection

Monitoring effectiveness

Supervision



Outline for Visits

SHOULD NOT BE 
PUNITIVE

STRENGTH-BASED ASSET-BUILDING GOAL ORIENTED-
STUDENT SUCCESS 

PLANS

DETERMINING 
BARRIERS

IDENTIFYING 
INTERVENTIONS



40 Developmental Assets

https://www.search-
institute.org/our-

research/development-
assets/developmental-

assets-framework/

https://www.search-institute.org/our-research/development-assets/developmental-assets-framework/


The 
Developmental 
Relationships 
Framework 

Young people are more likely to 
grow up successfully when 
they experience developmental 
relationships with important 
people in their lives. 
Developmental relationships are 
close connections through 
which young people discover who 
they are, cultivate abilities to 
shape their own lives, and learn 
how to engage with and contribute 
to the world around them. 



https://www.search-
institute.org/DR-
pdfdownloads_080619o add 
text



Developing an 
Effective Home 
Visit Program



Documentation/ 
Referral



Poll the Audience
1. Ice-breaker- In one word, describe your 
home visit program

2. How effective is your home visit program-
Rating poll 1-5

https://padlet.com/creaes/skcbnuwpbkikp2v7

In search bar- "slido" - #850106

https://padlet.com/creaes/skcbnuwpbkikp2v7


Break Out Rooms
Add your discussion 

points under the 
appropriate column

https://padlet.com/creaes/skc
bnuwpbkikp2v7

Who makes the visits?

What type of training do they receive?

What is documented?

How is it monitored? Who monitors?

Is it effective? How do you know?

https://padlet.com/creaes/skcbnuwpbkikp2v7


Upcoming Attendance & 
Engagement Meetings

Community of Practice
Save the Date!

Wednesday, May 5, 2021
10 to 11:30 a.m.
Register Early!

Upcoming Webinar!
Attendance and Engagement 
Strategies and Practices for 

Multi-Lingual Families

Wednesday April 7, 2021
10 to 11:30 a.m.

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Next Talk Tuesday
Tuesday, April 6, 2021

10 to 11 a.m.
Microsoft Teams

Have a promising practice or success 
you want to share?

Concerns you want to share through peer 
discussion?

Send ideas for topics for discussion to 
Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov.



Keep in touch!

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION

Kari 
Sullivan Custer

Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov
860-807-2041

Connect with CSDE for more information 
on student attendance and engagement:

Facebook.com/ctdepartmentofeducation

http://www.ct.gov/sde

@EducateCT

mailto:Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov
http://www.ct.gov/sde
https://twitter.com/EducateCT
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