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Agenda

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

1. Welcome
Kari Sullivan Custer, Attendance & Engagement Consultant, CSDE

2. What’s New at CSDE

3. High-impact Family Engagement
Dr. Judy Carson, Ph.D., Education Consultant 
Connecticut State Department of Education

4. Participant Engagement: Successes & Challenges

5. Closing & Next Meeting



IDENTIFY FAMILY PARTNERSHIP 
STRATEGIES THAT ARE HAVING A “HIGH 
IMPACT” IN YOUR SCHOOL/DISTRICT? 

Throughout today’s presentation, ask yourself:



LATEST RESOURCES

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION



What’s New at CSDE

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

January 7, 2020
• Update – Professional Support Series – Parent to Parent Conversation

Also available in Spanish, Portuguese, Arabic
• Announcing New Attendance and Engagement District Supports
January 4, 2020
• Updates – Addendum 5: Interim Guidance for Responding to COVID-19 Scenarios 

in Connecticut Schools and Addendum 9: Contact Tracing Scenarios in Schools
• Professional Support Series – Parent to Parent Conversation
December 21, 2020
• Moving Forward with Contact Tracing Support
• Expanding access to COVID Testing for Educators in CT
December 17, 2020
• New CDC/DPH Quarantine Guidance
• Using Federal and State Funds to Support SEL Programs
• English Learner Checklists (ZIP file)
• Connecticut Comprehensive School Counseling Framework
• Items Added to FAQ in Tracking Attendance on Remote Days for State Reporting

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/professionalsupportseries_series21.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/Spanish_professionalsupportseries_series21.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/Portuguese_professionalsupportseries_series21.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/Arabic_professionalsupportseries_series21.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2020-21/Announcing-New-Attendance-and-Engagement-District-Supports.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/Addendum-5-Interim-Guidance-for-Responding-to-COVID-19-Scenarios-in-CT-School-Districts.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/Addendum9-Contact-Tracing-Scenarios-in-Schools.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/professionalsupportseries_series21.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSclg9uTdIWRs51y7Z03uLPTP3VHsFkmlRyb6UntLJXX82J6mQ/viewform
https://www.chc1.com/covid-19-testing/https:/www.chc1.com/covid-19-testing/
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2020-21/Updated-CDC-and-DPH-Guidance-on-Length-of-Self-Quarantine-of-Close-Contacts-12-17-2020.pdf
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_briefs/RB9988.html
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2020-21/English-Learner-Checklists.zip?sc_lang=en&hash=0D0A2E8515005F199A9CAAC79E7A34F7
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2020-21/Superintendent-memo---CT-Comprehensive-School-Counseling-Framework.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2020-21/Tracking-Attendance-On-Remote-Days-For-State-Reporting.pdf


A Place at the Table: Parent-to-Parent 
Conversation  TONIGHT

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Professional Support Series – Parent to Parent Conversation
Also available in Spanish, Portuguese, Arabic

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/professionalsupportseries_series21.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/Spanish_professionalsupportseries_series21.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/Portuguese_professionalsupportseries_series21.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/Arabic_professionalsupportseries_series21.pdf


The Family Insights Toolkit
EveryDay Labs

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Connect to the Toolkit online:  EveryDay Labs: Family Insights ToolKit 2020 (flippingbook.com)

https://online.flippingbook.com/view/569623/


Announcing New Attendance & 
Engagement Supports 

Attendance and Engagement 
Community of Practice 

Date: Wednesday, January 20 2021, 10 to 
11:30 a.m.

Topic: Data Tracking and Monitoring 
Ajit Gopalakrishnan, CSDE Chief 
Performance Officer

Schedule: January 20, 2021; February 17, 2021; 
March 17, 2021, and May 5, 2021

Audience: All districts

Registration: Invitations will be sent through the 
new Attendance and Engagement 
Contact list in Contacts Manager.

Attendance and Engagement 
Contact List 

WHAT: Newest list of contacts in the CSDE 
Contacts Manager. Each district has a 
“Contacts Manager Writer.”

WHO: District-level person responsible for 
addressing issues related to chronic 
absence, attendance, and engagement. 

PURPOSE: To inform districts on new guidance, 
research, promising practices, and events 
targeted specifically for district attendance 
leads. 

HOW: Contacts Manager Writer should:
• Log in at http://csde.ct.gov
• Select Contacts Manager
• Navigate to the Attendance and 

Engagement Contact section

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

https://csde2.ct.gov/ContactsManager/Home
http://csde.ct.gov/


HIGH-IMPACT
FAMILY ENGAGEMENT
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PARTICIPANT ENGAGEMENT
SUCCESSES & CHALLENGES
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Closing & Next Meeting

January 26, 2021
School Climate: Impact on 
Attendance
– Amanda Pickett

CSDE Consultant

February 9, 2021
Attendance & English Learners
– Gladys Labas

CSDE Equity Director
– Megan Alubicki Flick

CSDE English Learner 
Consultant

Virtual Meeting Platform
*Change*

• Beginning January 26, 2021

• Talk Tuesdays will be hosted on 
Office 365 Teams

• Watch for new Teams Meeting 
invitation and ACCEPT!

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION



Keep in touch!

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION

Kari 
Sullivan Custer

Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov
860-807-2041

Connect with CSDE for more information 
on student attendance and engagement:

Facebook.com/ctdepartmentofeducation

http://www.ct.gov/sde

@EducateCT

mailto:Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov
http://www.ct.gov/sde
https://twitter.com/EducateCT
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