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Talk Tuesdays
Student Attendance, Engagement, and Support Series

May 17, 2022

Developed by the CSDE in collaboration with Attendance Works & SERC



Please share in chat:
•name, role, district or school

Who’s here today?



Welcome
Stephen Proffitt, Director for Special Education Programs and Instructional Design, SERC

What’s New at CSDE and Partners
Kari Sullivan Custer, Attendance & Engagement Consultant, CSDE

Best Practices for Improving Attendance by Addressing School Health Assessments and 
Immunizations
Chlo-Anne Bobrowski, Education Manager School Health and Family Services, CSDE

Helping Children and Families Receive Health Care
Anne Mead, Director of Family, School, and Community Partnerships, Danbury Public 

Schools
Laura Shulman Cordeira, MPH, Director of Community Health and Wellness, RVNA 
Health of Ridgefield CT

Upcoming Attendance & Engagement Meetings

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Today’s Agenda



May 16, 2022
• Reminder! CSDE ARP ESSER Feedback Sessions
• Plan Summer Learning Opportunities with CSDE and APEX Learning
• CONNECTICUT READS, the 2022 Governor’s Summer Reading 

Challenge
May 12, 2022

• Annual Reporting Update – Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief (ESSER) Fund

• Information Session on the Connecticut State Colleges and 
Universities (CSCU) Auto Admissions Program, May 24, 2022

• Reminder - Reporting District/School Closure Due to COVID-19 
Pandemic

April 21, 2022
• COVID-19 Update for PreK-12 School Administrators
• EdSight Public Portal Upgrade

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

What’s New at CSDE

Superintendent's Digest 
(ct.gov)

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/ARP-ESSER/Flyer_ARP-ESSR-Stakeholder-Engagement_May-2022.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2021-22/CT-Summer-Planning---Proposed-Dates-and-Times.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2021-22/FINAL-Summer-Reading-2022-Announcement-May-16--2022.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2021-22/Annual-ESSER-Reporting-Update.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fregistration%2F-nyLEd2juUiwJjH_abtziw%2C0DJ2pQpvuUOZTh2Olxcivw%2CtvTnJhQ39UywrqR7FvI-ug%2CZtbImnOp80y6gqB8e8g82w%2CdT5FCkFOnkG5hQyJBsa48w%2C-99Ne_9COEqzilIu-BPjoQ%3Fmode%3Dread%26tenantId%3D118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%26webinarRing%3Dgcc&data=05%7C01%7CMatthew.Falconer%40ct.gov%7Cfd2d9ee325af4099b6c008da34528d31%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C637879826424213735%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lRocqNGTlqCatXiaxLwEbZ49%2BPisoG%2Fli1TR3lkKrzE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsdect.co1.qualtrics.com%2Fjfe%2Fform%2FSV_1RkQue8I5FIAOay&data=05%7C01%7CMatthew.Falconer%40ct.gov%7Cfd2d9ee325af4099b6c008da34528d31%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C637879826424213735%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g4dKh2zmPefDSi05L1AJhneSlW7EcfBL1NuQFi0bc%2FI%3D&reserved=0
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2021-22/DPH_CSDE-COVID-19-Update-PreK-12-Schools_Updated04212022.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2021-22/NewEdSightPublic2022.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Digest/Superintendents-Digest
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Track Data Early and Often…ARP ESSER Stakeholder Engagement

Download flyer!

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/ARP-ESSER/Flyer_ARP-ESSR-Stakeholder-Engagement_May-2022.pdf
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Track Data Early and Often…Governor’s Summer Reading Challenge

Governor's Summer Reading Challenge (ct.gov)

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/CTRead/Connecticut-Reads


Launch of New EdSight!

https://public-edsight.ct.gov/

https://public-edsight.ct.gov/


CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATIONCONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Monthly Chronic Absence Trends

19%

22% 22% 22%
24%

26% 25% 24%

SY - 2020-21 Sep-21 Oct-21 Nov-21 Dec-21 Jan-22 Feb-22 Mar-22

CONNECTICUT MONTHLY CHRONIC ABSENCE RATE 
2021-22



2020-21 Chronic Absence Rates
• State
• District
• School
• Student groups (ELs, SWDs, Grade, F/R Meals)

March 2022 Attendance Data 
• Attendance Rates for State and Districts, Student Groups by tab 

(.xlsx)
• Chronic Absence Rates and Remote Attendance Information for 

State and Districts, Student Groups by tab (.xlsx)
• Attendance Rates for Schools (.xlsx)

Track Data Early and Often…

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Go to EdSight

https://edsight.ct.gov/SASPortal/main.do
https://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/Supporting%20Student%20Participation%20in%202020-21.html
https://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/0221_AttRate_District_Suppressed_January_2022_20220215.xlsx
https://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/0222_InPerRemote_District_Suppressed_January_2022_20220215.xlsx
https://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/0231_AttRate_School_Suppressed_January_2022_20220215.xlsx
https://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/Supporting%20Student%20Participation%20in%202020-21.html


CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION
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Use the Protocol for Examining 
Monthly Attendance to analyze 
your district or school’s monthly 
data.

Learn More: 
February Community of Practice

• Presentation Slides, Ajit 
Gopalakrishnan

• Recording

Protocol Tool for Examining 
Monthly Attendance

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Chronic-
Absence/Community-of-
Practice/ProtocolforExaminingMonthlyAttendanceData
2022.docx

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Chronic-Absence/Community-of-Practice/ProtocolforExaminingMonthlyAttendanceData2022.docx
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Chronic-Absence/Community-of-Practice/February-COP-2022FINAL.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I0arzMFHHIQ
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Chronic-Absence/Community-of-Practice/ProtocolforExaminingMonthlyAttendanceData2022.docx
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Track Data Early and Often…

Register at: 
www.bit.ly/welcoming.schools

Connecticut Welcoming Schools Initiative

http://www.bit.ly/welcoming.schools




DPH_CSDE-COVID-19-Update-PreK-12-
Schools_Updated04252022.pdf (ct.gov)

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2021-22/DPH_CSDE-COVID-19-Update-PreK-12-Schools_Updated04252022.pdf


CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Enrollment-Process-
and-Practice.pdf

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Back-to-School/Enrollment-Process-and-Practice.pdf


CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Memo-on-Improving-
Attendance.pdf (ct.gov)

Schools, families and 
health care providers 
should work closely 
together to ensure that 
school health and 
immunization 
requirements are met 
prior to deadlines for 
school exclusion…

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2017-18/Memo-on-Improving-Attendance.pdf


CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Memo-on-Improving-Attendance.pdf (ct.gov)

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2017-18/Memo-on-Improving-Attendance.pdf


Best Practices for Improving Attendance by Addressing 
School Health Assessments and Immunizations

What School Health Personnel Can Do

Chlo-Anne Bobrowski MSN RN
Education Manager School Health and Family Services

CSDE

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION



What School Health Personnel Can Do

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION

Utilize school health personnel, including the school nurse and the 
school medical advisor to maximize access to health Providers

• District Level health personnel can lead coordination of services with community 
provider to ensure access to services in the school or at locations that are convenient 
for families.

• Ensure that school staff are included on both district and school attendance teams to 
assist with attendance issues related to immunizations or other health barriers.



What School Health Personnel Can Do

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION

Call parents of students with missing immunization information

• During the school year prior to the required health assessment deadline 
and again before the school year starts, school health personnel should 
generate an out-of-compliance report or refer to their tracking sheet and 
start calling parents to get updated immunization information.

Everyone benefits from a  reminder sometimes!!



What School Health Personnel Can Do

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION

Implement an immunization program in the school district and/or 
at school-based health Center (SBHC)

The Connecticut Department of Public Health partners with school 
districts and school-based health Centers (SBHCs) to establish 
immunization programs.



What School Health Personnel Can Do

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION

Conduct health assessments in the school health office or in the 
school-based health center.

• A school medical advisor may provide health assessments for 
students who qualify for free and reduced price meals under 
the National School Lunch program or who qualify for free mil 
under the special milk program.

• SBHCs are also able to provide assessments and provide 
immunizations.



What School Health Personnel Can Do

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION

• Use the Health Assessment record as a release and exchange of 
information.

• Consult the Connecticut Immunization Registry and Tracking 
System (CIRTS)



Helping Children & Families 
Receive Health Care

Danbury Public Schools - The Office of Family, School, and Community Partnerships
May 16, 2022



The Problem
Danbury Health clinics for the Pre-K to Grade 5 population 

are overwhelmed with the amount of children needing 
physicals to be able to attend schools.

Students register for school and cannot begin classes until 
their physicals are complete which may be 2-5 weeks. 

Helping Children & Families Receive Health Care
Danbury Public Schools- The Office of Family, School, and Community Partnerships
May 16, 2022



Danbury is a Growing Community
Enrollment at the middle and high school level 
are higher than normal with new elementary 

families enrolling as well. 

Helping Children & Families Receive Health Care
Danbury Public Schools- The Office of Family, School, and Community Partnerships
May 16, 2022



Middle and High 
School students can 

use the School-Based 
Health Centers

Helping Children & Families Receive Health Care
Danbury Public Schools- The Office of Family, School, and Community Partnerships
May 16, 2022



The FACE Center provides on-site:
● Supports for families including vaccinations and 

physicals by a doctor
● Opportunities to meet with a social worker to

○ Assess needs
○ Learn about and connect with community 

resources
○ Enroll in Husky (the state health care 

system)
● Weight/Height
● Hearing/sight
● Hematocrits, lead and TB screenings
● Communication with a bilingual nurse, building 

trust in the Danbury health care system
Helping Children & Families Receive Health Care
Danbury Public Schools- The Office of Family, School, and Community Partnerships
May 16, 2022



● DPS Central Registration office helps parents learn about the benefits of the 
clinics. 

● DPS collects students vaccine records and shares them with RVNAhealth 
nurses to translate, interpret and prepare for appointments.  Confirms the 
student is already entered into the state student health care portal.

● RVNAhealth nurses ensure that vaccines provided are in compliance with US 
vaccination schedules.

Prior to Appointments:

Helping Children & Families Receive Health Care
Danbury Public Schools- The Office of Family, School, and Community Partnerships
May 16, 2022



At Appointments:

● DPS makes all the copies of the blue physical form and sends them to the 
correct school

● Families receive a bag full of food and wellness materials upon their 
completion of their visit. 

● Families are given paperwork indicating future vaccine needs (for example, 
when they are due for the second/third vaccine in a series).  RVNAhealth 
reminds families when they are due for follow-up vaccines and invites them 
back to clinics to receive them.

Helping Children & Families Receive Health Care
Danbury Public Schools- The Office of Family, School, and Community Partnerships
May 16, 2022



What makes a private-
public partnership 

work?

Helping Children & Families Receive Health Care
Danbury Public Schools- The Office of Family, School, and Community Partnerships
May 16, 2022

Common Goals

Family Focused



How Sick is Too Sick to Send to School?
COVID 19 Guidelines

● Family Liaisons inform parents of the COVID/wellness guidelines 
● Children stay home if:

○ The child was exposed to COVID and are unvaccinated
■ must quarantine for 5 days, test on day 5
■ may return on day 6 is test is negative

○ The child tests positive for COVID
■ must quarantine for a minimum of 5 days
■ may return on day 6 is fever free for 24 hours without the use of Tylenol or Motrin
■ mask must be worn in school in days 6 through 10.

Helping Children & Families Receive Health Care
Danbury Public Schools- The Office of Family, School, and Community Partnerships
May 16, 2022



How Sick is Too Sick to Send to School?
In addition to COVID-19, the child must stay home for;
● A temperature of 100 degrees or higher until they 

are fever free for 24 hours without fever reducing 
medication.

● Minimum of 5 days after a diagnosis of the Flu
● An undiagnosed rash
● Vomiting more than once in the last 24 hours
● Diarrhea more than once in the last 24 hours
● A severe cough and/or chest congestion
● Thick or constant nasal discharge and/or sneezing
● Child or general body discomfort that interferes 

with the child’s ability to participate

Helping Children & Families Receive Health Care
Danbury Public Schools- The Office of Family, School, and Community Partnerships
May 16, 2022

● A severe sore throat and 24 hours after the start of 
antibiotics

● A severe earache with or without fever
● Pink eye with discharge until 24 hours after the 

start of antibiotic 
● Impetigo- must remain home until receiving 

antibiotics for 24 hours and sores no longer 
draining

● Ringworm- must remain home until receiving 24 
hours of antifungal treatment, lesions remain 
covered in school

● Chicken Pox- must remain home until all blisters 
have scabbed over (generally 5-7 days)



Upcoming Attendance & Engagement Meetings

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Attendance CoP
Next CoP

Thursday, May 19, 2022

No CoP in June

Save the dates!
All CoPs are held on the 3rd

Thursday of the month from 10 
to 11:30 a.m.

Talk Tuesday

Tuesday, May 31, 2022

Have a promising practice or 
success 

you want to share?
Concerns you want to share through 

peer discussion?

Send ideas for topics for 
discussion to Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov.



Upcoming Attendance & 
Engagement Meetings

Attendance & Engagement 
Community of Practice  

Next CoP
Thursday, May 19, 2022

No CoP in June

Save the dates!
All CoPs are held on the 3rd Thursday 

of the month from 10 to 11:30 a.m.

Talk Tuesday

Tuesday, May 31, 2022

Have a promising practice or success 
you want to share?

Concerns you want to share through peer discussion?

Send ideas for topics for discussion to 
Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov.



Kari Sullivan Custer, CSDE
Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov

860-807-2041

Stephen Proffitt, SERC
proffitt@ctserc.org

860-632-1485, ext. 322

KEEP IN TOUCH!

mailto:Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov
mailto:proffitt@ctserc.org
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