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Welcome

Stephen Proffitt, Director for Special Education Programs and Instructional 

Design, State Education Resource Center (SERC)

What’s New at CSDE and Partners

Kari Sullivan Custer, Attendance & Engagement Consultant, CSDE

EdSight Chronic Absence Data

Kari Sullivan Custer, Attendance & Engagement Consultant, CSDE

Fall Focus on Bright Spots #1: Bristol Public Schools

Erika Treannie, Director of Climate, Culture, and Engagement

Upcoming Attendance & Engagement Meetings

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Today’s Agenda



September 19, 2022

• Hispanic Heritage Month

• 2022 National Blue Ribbon Schools

• FAFSA Challenge 2021-22 Awardees and 2022-23 Eligible Schools

September 6, 2022

• CT Department of Public Health (DPH) Radon Poster Contest

• Talent Office Certification Alert

August 25, 2022

• CSDE Releases 2021-22 Student Assessment Data: press release and press conference

• 2022-23 Out-of-Town Magnet School Transportation Grant

August 23, 2022

• Update to Residency Verification Guidance for Students Attending Interdistrict Choice Programs

• School Safety and Security Plan Templates for School Year 2022-23

• Family Guides on Suspension and Expulsion

• When a Child is Suspended from School: A Fact Sheet for Connecticut Families

• When a Child is Expelled from School: A Fact Sheet for Connecticut Families

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

What’s New at CSDE

Superintendent's Digest 
(ct.gov)

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/CT-Learning-Hub/CSDE---Hispanic-Heritage-Month-Curriculum-Playlist-FINAL.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/Office-of-the-Governor/News/Press-Releases/2022/09-2022/Governor-Lamont-Congratulates-Blue-Ribbon-Schools
https://portal.ct.gov/Office-of-the-Governor/News/Press-Releases/2022/09-2022/Governor-Lamont-and-Commissioner-Russell-Tucker-Announce-Winners-of-FAFSA-Challenge
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2022-23/CL-2022-54-Radon-Poster-Contest.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Certification/Alerts/CertAlert_Aug2022.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Press-Room/Press-Releases/2022/PR-68-School-Assessments
http://ct-n.com/ctnplayer.asp?odID=20971
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2022-23/ED021_fy23-sept-filing.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2022-23/Final-Residency-Verification-of-Students-Attending-Interdistrict-Choice-Programs-with-CRT-Updates.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1PZbCBBAVmp1g-ll1GMH1-M-u1HAMmnAh
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Discipline/Suspension_Family_Guide.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Discipline/Expulsion_Family_Guide.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Digest/Superintendents-Digest


1. Promoting what’s right with education in 

Connecticut

2. Launching into healthy learning (COVID 

Guidance)

3. Promoting the social, emotional, and mental health 

of students and staff

4. Providing access to high-quality curricula

5. Supporting educator recruitment

6. Supporting student success

7. An enhanced commitment to literacy

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

CSDE Launches into A New School Year

• CT-N Recording: of State Department of Education 

Commissioner's 2022 Back-to-School Conference with School 

Superintendents

• Press Release: Connecticut State Department of Education Kicks 

off the 2022-23 School Year with Superintendents; Joined by 
NASA Astronaut Dr. Bernard Harris

Priorities for 2022-23

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Press-Room/Press-Releases/2022/PR-65-Back-to-School-Guidance
https://www.ct-n.com/ctnplayer.asp?odID=19952
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Press-Room/Press-Releases/2022/PR-67-Back-to-School


CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Updated Definition of Attendance

Watch for Official Guidance from CSDE 



CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Summer 2022 “Back to Basics” Series

1. School Attendance Teams are Foundational to Improving Attendance Kari Sullivan Custer, CSDE, and School 

Attendance Teams in Action, Norwich Public Schools, Sara Duso, Equity Director, Jon Turban, Attendance 

and Family Engagement Supervisor, and Cindy Beaugard, Family Engagement Coordinator, July 12, 

2022, Watch Recording!

2. School Climate: Impact on Attendance Amanda Pickett, Climate and Culture Consultant, CSDE, Dr. Michelle 

Baker, Principal, Wilby High School, Waterbury, July 26, 2022. Watch recording!

3. Unpacking Data to identify Trends and Root Causes Kari Sullivan Custer, Education Consultant, CSDE, and 

Carli Rocha-Reaes, Director of School Counseling, Bridgeport Public Schools, August 9, 2022. Watch 

recording! Watch recording!

4. Equitable and Inclusive Partnerships with Families to Support Student Attendance and Engagement, Judy 

Carson, Ph.D., Education Consultant, School-Family-Community Partnerships,CSDE, and Alice Farrell, JD, 

LCSW, MSW, President and CEO, Olive Branch Clinical and Consulting Services, LLC, Recording coming soon!

Visit the CSDE Talk Tuesday webpage for recordings and materials for Talk Tuesdays.

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Chronic-Absence/TalkTuesday/2022-23/Talk-Tuesday-July-12-2022.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EQECEt96nCw
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Chronic-Absence/TalkTuesday/2022-23/Talk-Tuesday-July-26-2022.pdf
https://youtu.be/264oktZ7g3U
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Chronic-Absence/TalkTuesday/2022-23/Talk-Tuesday-080922.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-NIvK2jAkiA
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Chronic-Absence/TalkTuesday/2022-23/Talk-Tuesday-082322.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Chronic-Absence/Talk-Tuesdays




1. Yearly Trends: EdSight www.edsight.ct.gov

2. Monthly Reports: Supporting Student Attendance 

Dashboard (EdSight – bottom of page)

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

EdSight: Chronic Absence Data

http://www.edsight.ct.gov/
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Chronic Absence Trends by Districts



CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Chronic Absence Trends by Grade Level



CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Chronic Absence Trends by Student Groups



Attendance Teams
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Districts/Schools Requiring 
Attendance Teams

Schools (15% +) Districts (10% +)

Sec. 10-198c. Attendance review teams
(b) (1) Each local and regional board of education that has:
• district chronic absenteeism rate of 10 percent or higher
• school chronic absenteeism rate of 15 percent or higher
• more than one school with a chronic absenteeism rate of 15 percent 

or higher shall establish an attendance review team for the school 
district or at each such school, or 

• district chronic absenteeism rate of 10 percent or higher and one or 
more schools with a school chronic absenteeism rate of 15 percent or 
higher 

• Such attendance review teams shall be established to address chronic 
absenteeism in the school district or at the school or schools.

• Any attendance review team established under this subsection may 
consist of who address issues rschool administrators, guidance 
counselors, school counselors, school social workers, teachers and 
representatives from community-based programs related to student 
attendance by providing programs and services to truants, as defined in 
section 10-198a, and chronically absent children and their parents or 
guardians. 

• Each attendance review team shall be responsible for reviewing the 
cases of truants and chronically absent children, discussing school 
interventions and community referrals for such truants and chronically 
absent children and making any additional recommendations for such 
truants and chronically absent children and their parents or guardians. 

• Each attendance review team shall meet at least monthly.

https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_168.htm#sec_10-198c


CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Here’s What We’re Going to Do!

1. Open Talk Tuesdays to ALL

2. Track Data - monthly

3. Identify “What’s Good” and focus on Bright Spots

4. Promote Strategies & Interventions that Work

5. Monitor Interventions

6. Celebrate Successes! 



CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Celebrate Successes!

 Ansonia School District

 Booker T. Washington 

Academy

 Bridgeport School 

District

 Bristol School District

 East Windsor School 

District

 Elm City Montessori

 Killingly School District

 Ledyard School District

 New Beginnings Inc 

Family Academy

 New London School 

District

 Park City Prep Charter

 Side By Side Charter

 Torrington School 

District

 Vernon School District

 Waterbury School 

District



Fall Focus on Bright Spots #1: 

Bristol Public Schools

Erika Treannie, Director of Climate, 

Culture, and Engagement



Attendance Strategies

Erika Treannie

9/20/22



District Wide Initiative

Attendance isn’t just about performance indicators.

It’s the first flag that a child and family needs help:

• Academic
• Home
• Mental Health



DATA

• Fidelity Checks:
• Is coding being done in a timely and accurate manor?
• Are we documenting reasons?
• Tiered supports
• Is every school across the district sharing the same attendance 

message?

• What do we do with the data:
• Target areas 
• District Continuous Improvement Team

• Set Goals and monitor
• Implementation of school based goals



Climate 

• SEL
• Climate Camp Climate Camp Flyer
• Caring and trusted adult (Name - Strength - Need:  How 

are you collecting and reviewing 
• Morning meeting, Crew, Advisory
• Targeted monthly SEL lessons to guide the work 

October SEL Newsletter
• Welcoming 

• Training office staff and teachers
• Look at attendance policies - Could they be deterring 

students?

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ASLsb3AuvdfytSQm0-KQNIdo51HL3hXt/view?usp=sharing


Engagement

• Family Meetings 
• Letters
• Solution focused, identify real or perceived barriers  

• Community Providers
• Mental Health, Community Services, Community Partnership

• School reach out
• New Family Liaisons  Welcome 
• Family Nights
• Communication
• Community Closet

• Home Visits - Binder

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UaucaqXgBX5bUF6qoWuFLxZ_Ps_59PtiCUHPpeJswfw/edit?usp=sharing


OTL - Special Services - Talent 
Management

• Making sure lessons are culturally relevant -
allowing students to see themselves in lessons

• Summer School - Policy
• PPT - Program review, SRAS
• Employment recruitment 



Upcoming Attendance & Engagement Meetings

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Talk Tuesdays

2022-23 School Year
• Fall sessions will focus on strategies that 

worked in 2021-22 and feature districts 
that improved attendance across the 
district, in a school, particular grade or 
group of students.

• October 4, 2022 (TBD)
• October 18, 2022 (TBD)



Kari Sullivan Custer, CSDE
Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov

860-807-2041

Christine Kuehlewind, SERC
Kuehlewind@ctserc.org

860-632-1485, ext. 371

Stephen Proffitt, SERC
proffitt@ctserc.org

860-632-1485, ext. 322

KEEP IN TOUCH!

mailto:Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov
mailto:proffitt@ctserc.org

