
CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Talk Tuesdays
Student Attendance, Engagement, and Support Series

May 16, 2023

Developed by the CSDE in collaboration with Attendance Works & SERC



Welcome

Stephen Proffitt, Christine Kuehlewind, and Ann Marie Cordisco, State Education Resource Center 
(SERC)

What’s New at CSDE and Partners

Kari Sullivan Custer, Attendance & Engagement Consultant, CSDE

Jay Brown, Bureau of Special Education Consultant (Academic Office), CSDE

Transition to Kindergarten
Paquita Jarman-Smith, SERC Consultant 

Turnkey Strategies for Improving Attendance at the Elementary Level
Paul DeBernardo, East Haven Public Schools
Julie Church, East Haven Public Schools

Upcoming Attendance & Engagement Meetings
Christine Kuehlewind, SERC

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Today’s Agenda



May 15, 2023

•On-Track to High School Graduation – Detailed Dashboard Available on EdSight Public

•New EdSight Dashboard on Students Experiencing Homelessness

•Clean School Bus Program Notice of Funding Opportunity

May 11, 2023

•LEAP Home Visiting Trainings Open to All Districts: May 30 and June 7

•Attendance Playbook: Smart Solutions Post Pandemic

•Special Education Aspiring Leaders Academy

May 9, 2023

•CSDE Releases Survey to Local Businesses for the Summer 2023 Digital Backpack for Educators and School 

Staff

•Physical Fitness Assessment Data Collection Webinar

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

What’s New at CSDE

Superintendent's Digest 
(ct.gov)

https://public-edsight.ct.gov/instruction/on-track-to-high-school-graduation?language=en_US
https://public-edsight.ct.gov/students/homeless-dashboard?language=en_US
https://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/clean-school-bus-program-grants
https://nic.trumba.com/null/E166896929
https://nic.trumba.com/Learner-Engagement-and-Attendance-LEAP-Home-Visitor-Training-LEAP-101/E166897344
https://www.future-ed.org/attendance-playbook/?mc_cid=0c05fd458b&mc_eid=22e26c7a0b
https://uconn.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3Jh4djHcKL6O538
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Staff-Appreciation/Digital-Backpack
https://teams.microsoft.com/registration/-nyLEd2juUiwJjH_abtziw,X4nPCERznUGCLEW3ovjVlA,tvTnJhQ39UywrqR7FvI-ug,6oKABBtM2ECxd3wwzSbgNw,jtM67kB5pEiG3JoZRYOYpQ,gn8_SLyrA0GhjrUM7usy_g?mode=read&tenantId=118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b&webinarRing=gcc
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Digest/Superintendents-Digest


Chronic Absence Trend Data 

2019-20 to March 2023 

Source: CT EdSight, Monthly Attendance Reports, Supporting Student Participation (ct.gov)

Current Data Files

•Attendance Rates for State and Districts, Student Groups by tab (.xlsx)

•Chronic Absence Rates and Remote Attendance Information for State and 

Districts, Student Groups by tab (.xlsx)

•Attendance Rates for Schools (.xlsx)

https://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/Supporting%20Student%20Participation%20in%202020-21.html
https://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/0221_AttRate_District_Suppressed_January_2023_20230223.xlsx
https://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/0222_InPerRemote_District_Suppressed_January_2023_20230223.xlsx
https://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/0231_AttRate_School_Suppressed_January_2023_20230223.xlsx


Comparison 2021-22 and 2022-23
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Grade Level Trends
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s
LEAP 101 Trainings

LEAP is a relational home visiting approach that supports and re-
engages families and students who are missing too much school. 
It is a research-based Tier II strategy that improves school 
attendance and improves a sense of belonging in school along 
with many other positive benefits.

Upcoming virtual trainings, for any district or community partner, 
are being planned for:

• May 31 
• June 5th

Register: https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Chronic-
Absence/LEAP/Spring-2023-LEAP-101-Flyer.pdf

For more information, visit the LEAP home page or email 
Francisco Baires fbaires@crec.org at the CT Home Visits Hub 
(CREC), 

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Chronic-Absence/Learner-Engagement-and-Attendance-Program-LEAP
https://portal.ct.gov/ccerc/-/media/CCERC/Reports/CCERC-Report-LEAP_FINAL.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Chronic-Absence/LEAP/Spring-2023-LEAP-101-Flyer.pdf
mailto:fbaires@crec.org
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https://www.attendanceworks.org/resources/toolkits/integrating-attendance-into-kindergarten-transition/address-attendance-during-transition-activities/
https://www.attendanceworks.org/resources/toolkits/integrating-attendance-into-kindergarten-transition/discuss-attendance-when-welcoming-new-families/
https://www.attendanceworks.org/resources/toolkits/integrating-attendance-into-kindergarten-transition/equip-families-to-connect-attendance-and-educational-success/
https://www.attendanceworks.org/resources/toolkits/integrating-attendance-into-kindergarten-transition/use-attendance-to-nurture-a-strong-school-community/
https://www.attendanceworks.org/resources/toolkits/integrating-attendance-into-kindergarten-transition/offer-supports-to-reduce-health-related-absences/




https://www.attendanceworks.org/resources/toolkits/integrating-attendance-into-kindergarten-transition/
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/KindergartenBrochure.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/pfce-framework.pdf




mailto:jarmansmith@ctserc.org


Upcoming Attendance & Engagement Meetings

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Talk Tuesdays

2022-23 School Year

• Talk Tuesdays will not run in June 2023

• The 2023 Summer Series will begin in July (stay tuned for 
more information shortly).



Kari Sullivan Custer, CSDE
Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov

860-807-2041

Jay Brown, CSDE
Jay.Brown@ct.gov

860-713-6918

Christine Kuehlewind, SERC
Kuehlewind@ctserc.org
860-632-1485, ext. 371

Stephen Proffitt, SERC
proffitt@ctserc.org

860-632-1485, ext. 322

Ann Marie Cordisco, SERC
cordisco@ctserc.org

860-632-1485, ext. 399

KEEP IN TOUCH!

mailto:Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov
mailto:Jay.Brown@ct.gov
mailto:Kuehlewind@ctserc.org
mailto:proffitt@ctserc.org
mailto:cordisco@ctserc.org

