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August 9, 2022

Developed by the CSDE in collaboration with Attendance Works & SERC



Please share in chat:
•name, role, district, or school
•e-mail address

Who’s here today?



Welcome
Christine Kuehlewind, Consultant, SERC

What’s New at CSDE and Partners
Kari Sullivan Custer, Attendance & Engagement Consultant, CSDE

Unpacking Data to identify Trends and Root Causes
Kari Sullivan Custer, Education Consultant, CSDE
Carli Rocha-Reaes, Director of School Counseling, Bridgeport Public Schools 

Upcoming Attendance & Engagement Meetings

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Today’s Agenda



August 4, 2022
• Access Extended: APEX Learning and Defined Learning - CT Learning Hub Virtual Content Learning 

Hub
• In Case You Missed It: Commissioner’s Back-to-School Meeting - 8 a.m., Wednesday, August 17, 

2022, at Berlin High School, 139 Patterson Way, Berlin, CT 06037
• School Meals Assistance Revenue for Transition (SMART) Funds

• Attachment 1: Questions and Answers: School Meals Assistance Revenue for Transition 
funds for School Year 2022-23

• Attachment 2: School Meals Assistance Revenue for Transition Funds List of Eligible School 
Food Authorities for School Year 2022-23

• Attachment 3: School Meals Assistance Revenue for Transition Funds Attestation 
Statement

August 2, 2022
• Back to School Guidance (press release and press conference)
• Launching into Healthy Learning - Respiratory Disease Prevention Strategies for School, Child 

Care, and Camps
• Launching into Healthy Learning - Operational Strategies

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

What’s New at CSDE

Superintendent's Digest 
(ct.gov)

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Academic-Office/CT-Learning-Hub/Virtual-Content-Learning-Hub/Virtual-Content-Learning-Hub-Resources
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Memos/OM2022/OM14-22.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Memos/OM2022/OM14-22_Attachment_1_SMART_Funds_QA.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Memos/OM2022/OM14-22_Attachment_2_SMART_Funds_Eligible_SFAs.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Memos/OM2022/OM14-22_Attachment_3_Attestation_Statement_School_Meals_Assistance_Revenue_Transition_Funds.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Press-Room/Press-Releases/2022/PR-65-Back-to-School-Guidance
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ct-n.com%2Fctnplayer.asp%3FodID%3D19916&data=05%7C01%7CMatthew.Falconer%40ct.gov%7C293ec2dd8019414335bd08da74b24cd1%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C637950606386361365%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FAIaZpjfT%2BVXER%2BY%2FNsReMdCumQ8qckKMvGOwE9Jcos%3D&reserved=0
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Departments-and-Agencies/DPH/Communications/misc-documents/Fall-2022-Respiratory-Disease-Prevention-Strategies-K12_08012022_FINAL.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Press-Room/Fall-2022-Operational-Strategies-K12_08012022_FINAL.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Digest/Superintendents-Digest


CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Chronic Absence Rates 
YTD June 2022



In the chat:
Identify two district or school-level strategies you are 
implementing to help students return to school strong 
with good attendance! 

1. Before school starts or 
2. When school opens

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Starting off on the right foot!



CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

LAUNCHING INTO HEALTHY LEARNING

Minimize impacts from respiratory disease outbreaks and maximize 
successful in-person learning and child care during the coming school year by 
thoughtfully employing familiar mitigation strategies.

1. Start Healthy with vaccination
2. Maximize In-person Learning with symptom awareness and at-home 

testing
3. Use Available Prevention Tools based on conditions in your area

Fall-2022-Respiratory-Disease-Prevention-Strategies-K12_08012022_FINAL.pd  

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Departments-and-Agencies/DPH/Communications/misc-documents/Fall-2022-Respiratory-Disease-Prevention-Strategies-K12_08012022_FINAL.pdf


CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

LAUNCHING INTO HEALTHY LEARNING – Operational Strategies Fall 2022

Release of Operational Strategies – Fall 2022: Goal: to get Connecticut’s kids back to school, child care, and camp at the 
scheduled time of the school, to keep them there in-person as much as possible throughout the year, and to keep them 
healthy and learning all year long.

1. COVID-19 Vaccination Clinics: will be organized for all 36 of CT’s Alliance Districts with mobile vaccination clinics 
(yellow vans)

2. Self-Test Kits: will be available free of charge to all CT schools, child care, and camps for students, staff, and service 
providers. Ordered approximate 5 million individual tests and plans to order more.

3. Test-Mask-Go (optional):

Children and staff with mild respiratory disease symptoms (e.g., infrequent cough, congestion, runny nose, sore throat, etc.)
the option to continue participating in-person provided:

• they are fever-free (< 100°F) and feel well enough to participate,
• they do not live with anyone who has had COVID-19 in the past 2 weeks,
• they can wear a mask consistently and correctly (if facility operators require them to do so), and
• they test negative for COVID-19 prior to reporting in-person on every day they have symptoms, as well as one final 

test on the morning their symptoms have completely resolved.

Individuals who have any respiratory disease symptoms should not use the Test-Mask-Go strategy if:
1) they have a fever (≥ 100°F) or feel feverish (they should not report in-person until their fever has resolved for at least 24 
hours without the use of medication) or 2) they live with a person who recently tested positive for COVID-19 (within the past 
2 weeks)Reminder: School Nurse can be the medical provider to excuse absences due to illness. Download Document

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Press-Room/Fall-2022-Operational-Strategies-K12_08012022_FINAL.pdf


CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Unpacking Data to identify 
Trends and Root Causes



CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

School Team Self-Assessment

School-Team-Self-
Assessment-rev-2-8-21.pdf 
(attendanceworks.org)

https://www.attendanceworks.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/School-Team-Self-Assessment-rev-2-8-21.pdf


CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Lead a Whole School Approach



CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Organize a Multi-Tiered Strategy



CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Identify Barriers & Inequities



CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Mobilize the School Community



CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Examine Attendance Data



CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Monitor Progress



2021-2022 
at a glance
Satellite, Map and Street Data



Satellite Data









Map Data

MOY EOY
13 % of parents have downloaded the parent square app 18% downloaded the parent square app

Student Success Team members have attended 144 school-
based SRBI/MTSS team meetings

Student Success Team members have attended 300 
school-based SRBI/MTSS team meetings

73 % of all high school students are actively participating in 
developmental lessons through Xello

78 % of all high school students are actively participating in 
developmental lessons through Xello

862 Restorative Interventions implemented 1458 Restorative Interventions implemented
18 hours of district-organized professional development for 
School Counselors to support SEL & Attendance

23 hours of district-organized professional development 
for School Counselors to support SEL & Attendance

2 hours of professional development for all administrators-
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion (Dr. Derrick Gay)

2 hours of professional development for all administrators-
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion (Dr. Derrick Gay)

2 hours of professional development for all clerical-
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion (Dr. Derrick Gay)

774 teachers utilizing “Move This World”- SEL program 932 PreK-8 teachers utilizing “Move This World”



Street Data
MOY EOY

3,572 parents have interacted with parent square 6,345 parent interactions
664 authors (educators) working through parent square 968 authors (educators) working through parent square
200 student referrals to LEAP through SST Over 500 LEAP Referrals through SST
8 home visitors 50 home visitors
162 mentors matched with high school students 300 mentors matched with high school students
Mental Health “Sway”- 980 views Mental Health “Sway”- 1798 views
Attendance Awareness “Sway”- 2,080 views Attendance Awareness “Sway” -2,111 views
71 successful home visits 600 successful home visits
205 students tutored through Caribe 546 students participated in Caribe’s educational programs/ 

tutoring programs (over 5,000 tutoring sessions were held)
891 students participated in Caribe’s athletic programs



Challenges 
and 

Celebrations

High School Students have lowest attendance rates, followed 
by kindergarten

Continue to focus on students receiving specialized 
instruction, specifically students with multiple disabilities, 
emotional disturbances and ADD/ADHD

We saw a steady decrease of our chronic 
absenteeism starting in January.

Overall, attendance rate for students with disabilities 
increased.

Our students experiencing homelessness increased and we 
were still able to successfully increase their attendance rate.



Panorama
Surveys
2021-2022

• Students and staff were surveyed in the fall 
and spring

• Family Surveys were implemented for the 
first time in the spring: 

• family efficacy, barriers to engagement, school 
safety & family engagement were measured





Looking Ahead 2022-2023 Planning



Su
m

m
er

 P
la

nn
in

g Expansion of LEAP 
program to include 61 

home visitors and school-
based family engagement 

events

Training 
for Administrators will 

include "Building 
Restorative Schools" and 

"Engaging Families"

Advanced Restorative 
Practices training for 30 

BPS and RYASAP staff 
members

8th Grade Transition page 
on PowerSchool

Expanding Xello to middle 
school to support Student 

Success Plans, creating 
pathways to high school, 

college and career 
exploration, self

exploration, and exposure 
to advanced courses.



LEAP 
Billboards



CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Sources for Attendance Data

• Current Data – District PSIS System reports and/or dashboard
• Monthly Data – CSDE/EdSight, Supporting Student 

Participation (ct.gov)
• Yearly Trend Data– EdSight Home Page (ct.gov)

https://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/Supporting%20Student%20Participation%20in%202020-21.html
https://public-edsight.ct.gov/?language=en_US


CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Resources for Tracking Attendance
• Monitoring Current Data Trends to Support Improved Attendance & Engagement Ajit 

Gopalakrishnan, Chief Performance Officer, CSDE, February 17, 2022, Watch recording.
• Download Protocol Tool

• PSIS Reference Guide 2022-23
• Appendix F - Guidelines for Reporting Student Attendance in the Public School Information 

System (PSIS)
• Appendix L - Reporting Information about Students who are Disengaged

• Guidelines for Excused and Unexcused Absences (ct.gov)
• Truant – Student is truant (“Y” – Yes, “N” – No). An entry in this field is mandatory for the June 

collection; indicate “yes” for a student, age five to eighteen, inclusive, who is enrolled in a public 
or private school and has four unexcused absences from school in any one month (i.e., 30-
calendar-day period) or ten unexcused absences from school in any school year. For the purpose 
of truancy, a calendar month is a period of time (e.g., Sept. 6th to Oct. 5th) vs a specific month 
named in the calendar. Truant is defined in Section 10-198a of the Connecticut General Statutes.

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Chronic-Absence/Community-of-Practice/February-COP-2022FINAL.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I0arzMFHHIQ
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Chronic-Absence/Community-of-Practice/ProtocolforExaminingMonthlyAttendanceData2022.docx
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Performance/Data-Collection/Help-Sites/PSIS/2022-23_PSIS_Reference_Guide.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Performance/Data-Collection/Help-Sites/PSIS/2022-23_PSIS_Reference_Guide.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Performance/Data-Collection/Help-Sites/PSIS/2022-23_PSIS_Reference_Guide.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Chronic-Absence/guidelines_excused_and_unexcused_absences.pdf


CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Supporting Student Participation



Questions?



Upcoming Attendance & Engagement Meetings

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Talk Tuesday
Summer Series

10:00-11:00 am
7/12 – School Attendance Teams are Foundational to Improving Attendance Watch recording!

7/26 – It all Starts with a Strong Tier 1 School Climate to Support Attendance and Engagement 
Watch recording!

8/9 – Tracking and Monitoring Attendance Data for ALL students, Watch for recording on Talk 
Tuesday Webpage!

8/23 – Equitable and Inclusive Partnerships with Families to Support Student Attendance and 
Engagement – Judy Carson, CSDE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EQECEt96nCw
https://youtu.be/264oktZ7g3U
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Chronic-Absence/Talk-Tuesdays


Kari Sullivan Custer, CSDE
Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov

860-807-2041

Christine Kuehlewind, SERC
Kuehlewind@ctserc.org
860-632-1485, ext. 371

Stephen Proffitt, SERC
proffitt@ctserc.org

860-632-1485, ext. 322

KEEP IN TOUCH!

mailto:Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov
mailto:proffitt@ctserc.org
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