
CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Talk Tuesdays 
Student Attendance, 

Engagement, and Support Series

January 11, 2022

Please sign-in using the chat - include your
name, title, district/school or agency.

Developed by the CSDE in collaboration with SERC

Notice: This meeting is 
being recorded.



Introductions

Please share in chat:
• name, position, district and
• Name a practice you like to use to engage 

children and youth in your school/district

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION



Agenda

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

1. Welcome
Stephen Proffitt, Director for Special Education Programs and Instructional 
Design, SERC

2. What’s New at CSDE and Partners
Kari Sullivan Custer, Attendance & Engagement Consultant, CSDE

3. Pathways to graduation and learning recovery strategies for 
secondary students with high absence rates. 

Erica Forti, Superintendent of East Haven Public Schools
Vinny DeNuzzo, Principal of East Haven High School
Lisa Veleas, English Language Arts Instruction Leader

4.   Upcoming Attendance & Engagement Meetings

Notice: This meeting is being recorded. 



WHAT’S NEW AT 
CSDE AND PARTNERS

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION



January 6, 2022
• Amendment to Implementation Guidance For Executive Order 13G: Vaccination Mandate for Individuals 

Working For State Facilities, State Hospitals, Public and Non-Public Prek–12 Schools, And Child Care 
Facilities

• Reporting District/School Closure Due to COVID-19 Pandemic (Form)
• Resources for Rigorous Coursework Letters to Students and Parents: FAQ, webinar recording, sample 

student and parent letters, technical documentation of underlying methodology
January 3, 2022
• Test Kit Distribution and Phase 1 Allocations
December 31, 2021
• Urgent Update: Remote Learning during the COVID-19 Pandemic
• Updated Considerations for Quarantine, Isolation, Testing, and Contact Tracing Policies and Procedures in 

PreK-12 Schools
December 29, 2021
• Message on behalf of Commissioner Charlene Russell-Tucker
December 22, 2021
• Suspended Enforcement of Testing (Executive Order No. 13G)
December 16, 2021
• Streamlining the Annual Certification Compliance Process
• Updated Requirements for Lunch Periods in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP)
• Children’s Behavioral Health Services Resources
• CT Department of Motor Vehicles Annual Teen Safe Driving Video Contest

What’s New at CSDE
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https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2021-22/AMENDMENT-IMPLEMENTATION-GUIDANCE-FOR-EXECUTIVE-ORDER-13G-1-4-22-Signed.pdf
https://sdect.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1RkQue8I5FIAOay
https://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/FAQonLettersToStudents_December%202021.pdf
https://youtu.be/0GwLlyLDRQ4
https://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/Rigorous%20Coursework%20Potential%20Letters_December%202021_SAMPLE.pdf
https://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/methods_and_rationale_encouraging_participation_in_rigorous_coursework.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2021-22/Test-Kit-Distribution-Memo.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2021-22/ATTACHMENT-B--TestKitDistributionPhase1.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/RemoteLearningGuidance123121.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2021-22/School-Contact-Tracing_Quarantine_Update_12312021.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2021-22/122921CommissionersMessage.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-13G.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2021-22/Dec-16-2021AnnualComplianceLetter_2021-22.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Memos/OM2022/OM03-22.pdf
https://www.connectingtocarect.org/support-services/
https://ct.gov/teendriving/contest


Now on EdSight

2020-21 Chronic Absence Rates
• State
• District
• School
• Student groups (Els, SWDs, Grade, F/R Meals)

November 2021 Attendance Data
• Attendance by Student Group and District, 2021-2022 (.csv)
• Attendance by School, 2021-2022 (.csv)
• District Attendance Rates by High Needs category and by grade 

(.xlsx)
• District Attendance Rates for English learners and students 

with disabilities by grade band (.xlsx)
• Chronic Absence by District (.xlsx)
• District Chronic Absence and Attendance Rates for students 

wth disabilities by primary disability (.xlsx)

Track Data Early and Often…
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https://edsight.ct.gov/SASPortal/main.do
https://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/Supporting%20Student%20Participation%20in%202020-21.html
https://data.ct.gov/api/views/t4hx-jd4c/rows.csv?accessType=DOWNLOAD&bom=true&format=true
https://data.ct.gov/api/views/v8zu-wxrr/rows.csv?accessType=DOWNLOAD&bom=true&format=true
https://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/0201_Attendance_Summary_YTD_October_2021_Suppressed_20211129.xlsx
https://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/0203_District_GradeRange_EL_SWD_October_2021_20211129.xlsx
https://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/0202_District_ChronAbs_October_2021_Suppressed_20211129.xlsx
https://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/0204_State_Dist_PrimaryDisability_Suppressed_October_2021_20211129.xlsx


Percentage of Students Chronical 
Absent by Student Group - YTD 11/21
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Attendance Data Trends Fall 2021



Parent Teacher 
Home Visits 

Training

Meeting Registration - Zoom

https://crec.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwqcOirpzkoHNdsVOToL-PRGqeTLuOmAetA


Welcoming 
Walkthrough 

Overview 
Training

Meeting Registration - Zoom

https://crec.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIodeGtqzspGNYaAONKWtDksj7eoPE0uxFi


Pathways to Graduation 
Learning Recovery Strategies for 

Secondary Students with High Absence 
Rates 

Erica Forti, Superintendent Of East Haven Public Schools
Vinny Denuzzo, Principal Of East Haven High School

Lisa Veleas, English Language Arts Instruction Leader

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION



Exit Slip

Mentimeter
By computer:  https://www.menti.com/vfb9kwv2fj

By phone:  

https://www.menti.com/vfb9kwv2fj


Upcoming Attendance & 
Engagement Meetings

Attendance & Engagement 
Community of Practice  

Thursday, January 20, 2021

Fall 2021 Data Analysis 
Ajit Gopalakrishnan

CSDE Chief Performance Data

Save the dates!
All CoPs are held on the 3rd Thursday 

of the month from 10 to 11:30 a.m.

Talk Tuesday

Tuesday, January 25, 2022

Have a promising practice or success 
you want to share?

Concerns you want to share through peer discussion?

Send ideas for topics for discussion to 
Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov.



Kari Sullivan Custer, CSDE
Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov

860-807-2041

Stephen Proffitt, SERC
proffitt@ctserc.org

860-632-1485, ext. 322

KEEP IN TOUCH!

mailto:Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov
mailto:proffitt@ctserc.org
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