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Developed by the CSDE in collaboration with Attendance Works & SERC



Please share in chat:
•name, role, district or school

Who’s here today?



Welcome
Stephen Proffitt, Director for Special Education Programs and Instructional 
Design, SERC

What’s New at CSDE and Partners
Kari Sullivan Custer, Attendance & Engagement Consultant, CSDE

Truancy Data Collection, June 2022
Kari Sullivan Custer

We want to hear from you…
Steve and Kari

Upcoming Attendance & Engagement Meetings

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Today’s Agenda



May 26, 2022
• Updated: Healthy and Balanced Living Curriculum Framework
• Professional Learning Opportunity: Implementing African American/Black and Puerto Rican/Latino Studies in your High 

Schools
May 25, 2022
• Uvalde Texas School Shooting: Resources for Addressing Trauma, Violence and Grief, Letter to Superintendents

• Resources Addressing Trauma, Violence and Grief in the Aftermath of a Mass Shooting
• Restoring a Sense of Well-Being in Children After a Disaster (Center for the Study of Traumatic Stress)
• Talking to Children about the Shooting (The National Child Traumatic Stress Network)
• Talking to Children About Violence: Tips for Parents and Teachers (National Association of School Psychologists)

May 24, 2022
• Update: 2023 State Graduation Requirements Memo
May 19, 2022
• Emergency Educator Certification Endorsements for the 2022-23 School Year
• 2023 Connecticut Teacher of the Year Application is Available Now
• High School Aged Student Summer Lifeguarding Job Opportunity!
• FBI Department of Justice – Racially or Ethnically Motivated Groups: Symbols Guide

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

What’s New at CSDE

Superintendent's Digest 
(ct.gov)

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Health-Education/Publications/Healthy_and_Balanced_Living_Curriculum_Framework_May_2022.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2021-22/African-American-Black-and-Puerto-Rican-Latino-Course-of-Studies--CSDE-SERC-20222023-Training-Series.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/School-Safety/Letter_to_Superintendents-Uvalde_Texas_School_Shooting.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/School-Safety/Guidelines_Talking_After_Shooting_NCTSN.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/School-Safety/CSTS_Restore_Wellbeing_in_Children.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/School-Safety/Guidelines_Talking_After_Shooting_NCTSN.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/School-Safety/NASPTalking-With-Children-About-Violence_2016.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2021-22/Memo-to-Superintendents-Graduation-Requirements-2023.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2021-22/rev_CertAlertMay2022.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2021-22/Connecticut-Teacher-of-the-Year-Program-Memo-2023.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/News-Releases/News-Releases---2022/DEEP-Actively-Seeking-Lifeguards-for-2022-Summer-Season
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2021-22/RMVE_Symbols_Guide.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Digest/Superintendents-Digest


Truancy Data Collection 2022

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

For the first time, the “June Collection” will include student-level truancy 
data.  Record Layout (ct.gov.

Truant – Student is truant (“Y” – Yes, “N” – No). An entry in this field is 
mandatory for the June collection; indicate “yes” for a student, age five to 
eighteen, inclusive, who is enrolled in a public or private school and has 
four unexcused absences from school in any one month (i.e., 30-
calendar-day period) or ten unexcused absences from school in any 
school year. Truant is defined in Section 10-198a of the Connecticut 
General Statutes).

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Performance/Data-Collection/Help-Sites/PSIS/2021-22_PSIS_Reference_Guide.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Performance/Data-Collection/Help-Sites/PSIS/2021-22_PSIS_Reference_Guide.pdf


Truancy Procedures

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

• State law, C.G.S. Sec. 10-198a, requires school districts and schools to have specific policies 
and procedures regarding students who are truant. A truant is defined as a student who has 
had 4 unexcused absences from school in one month (30 consecutive calendar days) or 10 
unexcused absences in one school year.

• If a student becomes truant, their school is required to have a meeting with the student’s 
parent/ guardian within 10 school days. In this meeting, the school should work with the 
student and guardian to help the student return to school. Schools should also work with 
community agencies providing child and family services to address the student’s barriers to 
coming to school.

• The CSDE, with its partners, has developed a Youth Service Bureau Referral for Truancy and 
Defiance of School Rules Form to assist districts in developing a system to formally refer 
students who are truant to the community’s Youth Service Bureau. A Youth Service Bureau 
Referral Guide is also available to be used as a side-by-side resource to assist in completing 
the Youth Service Bureau Referral for Defiance of School Rules Form. I don’t know if this is the 
policy that your district has established but the resources are there if you need them.

https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_168.htm#sec_10-198a
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Truancy/Youth-Service-Bureau-Referral-for-Truancy-and-Defiance-of-School-Rules-Form.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Truancy/Youth_Service_Bureau_Referral_Guide.pdf


Definition of “Truant”

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

C.G.S. Sec. 10-198a, Policies and procedures concerning truants

• Sec. 10-198a. Policies and procedures concerning truants. (a) For purposes
of this section and sections 10-198c and 10-220, “truant” means a child age
five to eighteen, inclusive, who is enrolled in a public or private school and
has four unexcused absences from school in any one month or ten
unexcused absences from school in any school year.

https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_168.htm#sec_10-198a


Truancy Discussion – definition of “one month”

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

• Definition of “any one month” – For the purposes of determining 
under C.G.S Section 10-198a(a) whether a student has had “four 
excused absences in any one month,” and is therefore truant, a 
school district would not use specific months named in the 
calendar. Rather, the school district would use a period of 
time. 

• For example, if a student had unexcused absences on October 6, 
13, and 21, and November 5, the student would have four 
unexcused absences in a month, that is, the period of time from 
October 6 through November 5.  

• For purposes of truancy, a calendar month is a period of time 
vs a specific month named in the calendar.



Truancy Discussion – ages 5 through 18, inclusive

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

We have received many questions regarding student level truancy reporting in the June 
2022 PSIS collection. Please note the following:
The reporting of truancy at the student-level is NOT required for students in Pre-Kindergarten.
• The reporting of truancy is not required for students over 18 years old on the collection 

snapshot date.
• For students in Kindergarten, truancy determination should begin after the student turns 5

years old. For example:
o A 4-year old Kindergarten student has four unexcused absences within 30 days in the fall. 

After the student turns 5 in December, they do not have any subsequent 30-day period 
with four unexcused absences. In total the student has 8 unexcused absences in the whole 
school year. The student is NOT truant.

o A 4-year old Kindergarten student has four unexcused absences within 30 days in the fall. 
After the student turns 5 in December, they do not have any subsequent 30-day period 
with four unexcused absences. In total the student has 11 unexcused absences in the 
whole school year but only 7 of those are after the student turns 5. The student is NOT 
truant.

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Truancy/Truancy






Upcoming Attendance & Engagement Meetings

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Talk Tuesday

Tuesday, June 14, 2022

Have a promising practice or 
success 

you want to share?
Concerns you want to share through 

peer discussion?

Send ideas for topics for 
discussion to Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov.



Kari Sullivan Custer, CSDE
Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov

860-807-2041

Stephen Proffitt, SERC
proffitt@ctserc.org

860-632-1485, ext. 322

KEEP IN TOUCH!

mailto:Kari.Sullivan@ct.gov
mailto:proffitt@ctserc.org
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