Connecticut Educator Preparation and Certification Board Hartford, CT

To:	Connecticut Educator Preparation and Certification Board
From:	Kristen Basiaga, CEPCB Board Member
Date:	October 6, 2026
Subject:	Classroom Competency Pathway for Content Knowledge Assessment 


Introduction:
Every Connecticut student deserves consistent access to qualified, effective educators. Yet districts across the state continue to face challenges recruiting and retaining teachers, particularly in shortage areas. At the same time, educators who are already successfully serving Connecticut students can be prevented from earning their certification by a single standardized content assessment. When qualified educators are lost because of this barrier, students are the ones who ultimately feel the impact through unfilled positions, increased reliance on long-term substitutes, larger class sizes, or reduced access to courses and programs. The Classroom Competency Pathway would give aspiring educators a means to demonstrate their content knowledge in situ, thereby retaining qualified educators for our students. 

In Connecticut, prospective educators are required to pass content area assessments in order to obtain certification or cross-certification. These content area assessments are essential to ensure that students have access to educators with content area competency.  The State of Connecticut has already recognized that a standardized assessment score does not always need to be the sole means of demonstrating content knowledge.  The State of Connecticut recently approved a way for candidates to show their content area knowledge beyond passing the Praxis II – the Educational Testing Service Alternate Passing Option – more briefly known as the Praxis Bridge.  

On specific assessments, if a candidate scores within one standard error measurement (SEM) of the cut score, the Praxis Bridge[footnoteRef:1] provides an alternate way to demonstrate content knowledge. The Praxis Bridge is a tailored, asynchronous, professional learning module that provides remediation in the assessment topic on which the candidate was least proficient. The module takes about forty-five minutes of time. While the cost is $50, candidates could apply the two free retakes towards Praxis Bridge and thus utilize this option at no cost.  Once enrolled in the module, candidates have six months to complete the module and knowledge check, which allows unlimited attempts to pass.  After passing the module, the candidate is eligible for their certification or cross-certification.  
 [1:  https://praxis.ets.org/about-bridge.html ] 

The State of Connecticut allows the Praxis Bridge as an alternate way to demonstrate content knowledge for specific tests, including: 
· Elementary Education Multiple Subjects (5001), 
· Reading and Language Arts (5002),
· Mathematics (5003),
· Social Studies (5004),
· Science (5005),
· Special Education (5355),
· Mathematics (5165),
· Middle School Language Arts (5047),
· Middle School Mathematics (5164),
· Middle School Science (5442), and
· Social Studies (5581) [footnoteRef:2]. [2:  https://praxis.ets.org/state-requirements/connecticut-overview.html ] 


While the Praxis Bridge is reaching more and more candidates, the option has not yet expanded to include all content area assessments.  All in all, there are over two dozen required content area assessments for which candidates do not have a Praxis Bridge option[footnoteRef:3].  Some of these assessments are for shortage areas including TESOL, Bilingual, World Language, and Science.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  https://portal.ct.gov/sdecertification/knowledge-base/articles/resources/assessments/what-assessments-are-required-for-ct-educators?archived=true&language=en_US]  [4:  https://portal.ct.gov/sde/talent_office/talent-office-home-page/shortage-areas ] 


The following Classroom Competency Pathway Proposal aims to provide an option for candidates who do not have a Praxis Bridge available in their subject area.  The proposal aims to follow the same structure of the Praxis Bridge: first achieving a score within one SEM of the cut score, then an additional demonstration of competency, verification, and finally becoming eligible for certification.

	
	Praxis Bridge Candidates
	Classroom Competency Pathway Candidates

	Required minimum assessment score
	Within one SEM of cut score
	Within one SEM of cut score

	Additional demonstration of competency
	Completion of 45-minute, tailored module
	Completion of 1 year teaching experience in subject area

	Verification
	Passing final knowledge check
	Observation in classroom setting with attestation of superintendent or designee

	Outcome
	Eligible for initial or cross-certification
	Eligible for initial certification




Proposal:
The Classroom Competency Pathway for Content Knowledge Assessment would help Connecticut retain educators who are already serving students. The proposal would establish an alternate option for candidates who have come close to passing the required content assessment, have completed all other certification requirements, and have subsequently demonstrated successful, full-time teaching experience in a Connecticut public school. Rather than eliminating the content knowledge requirement, the Classroom Competency Pathway would provide another rigorous means of demonstrating that the candidate possesses the content knowledge necessary where it counts - in the classroom.

The Classroom Competency Pathway demonstration of content knowledge will be available for prospective educators who:
· Have met all other requirements for initial certification except passing the content knowledge assessment,
· Achieve a score within one standard error measurements (SEM) of the cut score after at least two attempts, and
· Do not have a Praxis Bridge or similar program available in their content area.

The candidate will submit evidence showing:
· having met all other requirements for initial certification,
· at least two attempts at passing the standardized content area assessment, achieving a score equal to or within one standard error measurements SEM of the cut score,
· 10 full months (1 year) of successful, appropriate full-time teaching experience completed at a Connecticut public school while holding a Durational Shortage Area Permit (DSAP) or interim educator certificate, and
· attestation from district superintendent or designee.
Upon review of evidence, the SDE will consider the minimum content knowledge fulfilled and the candidate will be eligible for their initial certification.


Rationale for Adopting this Proposal:
· The Classroom Competency Pathway will help reduce barriers to entry and staffing of qualified educators, both in shortage areas and to the field in general.
· The Classroom Competency Pathway provides an option to demonstrate minimum content area for educators who do not have a Praxis Bridge or similar program available in their content area.
· The proposal mirrors an existing, successful alternate passing option to demonstrate content knowledge that is already accepted in Connecticut.
· Like the Praxis Bridge, the Classroom Competency Pathway is free - ensuring that there is no additional financial barrier to certification.
· Administrators with experience and training in teacher observations attest that the teacher demonstrates content area knowledge in the actual classroom setting.
· There are hundreds of educators serving under the DSAP or interim educator certificate, many of whom only prevented from earning their initial educator certificate by a few points on a standardized assessment.

Conclusion:
The Connecticut Educator Preparation and Certification Board should approve the Classroom Competency Pathway for Content Knowledge Assessment as an additional pathway for qualified educators to demonstrate content area competency. Connecticut has a pressing interest in retaining qualified educators and ensuring that students have consistent access to appropriately qualified teachers. Educators serving under DSAP and interim educator certificates are already contributing to Connecticut schools and supporting Connecticut students. For some of these educators, the remaining obstacle to certification is a standardized assessment score that falls just short of the established cut score.
The Classroom Competency Pathway would provide a rigorous alternative for these educators. Candidates would need to demonstrate near-passing performance on the required content assessment, complete all other certification requirements, successfully teach full-time in the relevant subject area for 10 full months in a Connecticut public school, and receive an attestation from a superintendent or designee. These requirements ensure that certification remains tied to demonstrated competency while recognizing that competency can be demonstrated through more than a single standardized assessment.
Approving the Classroom Competency Pathway would therefore serve two important goals: strengthening Connecticut's educator workforce and protecting student access to qualified educators. It would remove an unnecessary barrier for educators who have demonstrated their ability to teach successfully while maintaining a meaningful standard for content knowledge. Most importantly, it would help Connecticut keep qualified educators in Connecticut classrooms, where they are already serving students.


Prepared by:	Kristen Basiaga 
	CEPCB 
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