ECHEC Draft Guidance for Birth-Grade 3 Integrated Early Childhood Education Certification (Draft Date--2/18/2026)

Context: 

The Early Childhood Higher Education Consortium (ECHEC) has been working together over the last year with the CT Educator Preparation and Certification Board, as the Board carries out their legislative charge of “modernizing and aligning educator preparation and certification to ensure that policies are optimized to attract and retain effective and diverse professionals for employment in the state's public schools.”  The Board has recently approved a new Birth-Grade 3 Integrated Early Childhood Education Certification, synthesizing and ultimately replacing, with grandfathering provisions, the existing 112 and 113 early childhood education certifications. After being approved by the Cert Board, the Birth-Grade 3 regulatory language was reviewed by the Legislation and Policy Development Committee, and it will move on to the State Board of Education for approval, prior to entering the state regulatory process.

The certification regulations will now be supported by detailed certification “guidance,” designed to outline the knowledge, skills, and clinical experiences required of candidates seeking a particular certification.  This certification guidance will live separately from certification regulation, allowing more flexibility for change over time, as the field of Early Childhood Education evolves, and as educator preparation needs to adapt to that evolution.

What follows in this document is the draft guidance for the Birth-Grade 3 Integrated Early Childhood Education Certification.  The new Early Childhood Education Certification, and the following guidance, were developed by ECHEC, through a collaborative process that involved meetings with stakeholders at the Office of Early Childhood (OEC), the State Department of Education (SDE), and the Center for Public Research and Leadership (CPRL).  ECHEC members from teacher preparation programs across the state provided feedback throughout the development of the guidance below.

Draft Guidance

A program of study leading to the Birth-Grade 3 Integrated Early Childhood Education Certification shall include the following core knowledge and pedagogical skills:


1. Knowledge of child development processes, both typical and atypical, across the Birth-Grade 3 age range, grounded in brain development/research and diverse learning models, and including the unique contexts of the individual, family, and community; skills to apply an understanding of child development to classroom planning, instruction, differentiation, and assessment;


2. Knowledge of the diverse educational settings across which Birth-Grade 3 students learn; skills to promote the success of students across diverse settings;


3. Knowledge of the National Association for the Education of Young Children Professional Standards and Competencies (NAEYC/PSC) for Early Childhood Educators and their relationship to the Connecticut Early Learning and Development Standards (CT ELDS); skills to apply standards and competencies to promote the success of all students;


4. Knowledge of the Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP) Elementary Education Standards and their relationship to the CT Core Standards; skills to apply standards to promote the success of all students;


5. Knowledge of the Early Intervention/Early Childhood Special Educator Standards (EI/ECSE), as well as state and federal laws and regulations related to students’ with disabilities, including children with profound & severe disabilities; skills to apply standards and regulations to promote the success of students with disabilities;


6. Knowledge of language acquisition, emergent language and literacies, and language development for native English speakers and Multi Language Learners; skills to support early language acquisition and the development of listening, speaking, reading, writing, and viewing skills of all students;


7. Knowledge of the diverse forms of Early Childhood observation, documentation, and assessment, including Universal Screening; skills to conduct informal and formal methods of assessment, to gauge student learning, plan/modify instruction, and analyze one’s teaching practice; 


8. Knowledge of and skills to engage in culturally-responsive instructional planning, curriculum development and evaluation, Universal Design for Learning (UDL) and differentiated instruction, across all content areas, and for students within the full range of abilities;


9. Knowledge of and skills to engage students in play-based learning, and intentional/facilitated play, with embedded standards;


10. Knowledge of and skills to support students’ social-emotional learning and development, build classroom community, and engage in positive behavior support and classroom management;


11. Knowledge of and skills in the use of instructional and assistive technology to enhance teaching and support student learning;


12. Knowledge of and skills to collaborate with families to build culturally-sustaining home-school-community partnerships;


13. Knowledge of and skills to engage in professional, ethical, and reflective practice.

A program of study leading to the Birth-Grade 3 Integrated Early Childhood Education Certification shall include the following clinical experiences:

1. Diverse clinical experiences across ages, stages, and settings from Birth-Grade 3
a. Infant/Toddler
b. Pre-K/Kindergarten
c. 1st/2nd/3rd

2. Clinical Experiences that include classroom observation, practical experience, and formal student teaching experience

3. Integrated classroom clinical experiences and clinical experiences with children with disabilities, including those with profound & severe disabilities

4. Clinical experiences in high-quality settings with high-quality mentor teachers
	

