
  

      

 

 

    

     

 
     

 

            

              

              

                

               

               

   

 

             

            

                

          

          

 

            

            

              

           

              

              

              

               

               

       

 

                

              

               

              

            

           

          

                

             

             

               

             

            

   

 

Connect cut State Board of Educat on 

Hartford 

Pos t on Statement on the 

Connect cut Comprehens ve School Counsel ng Framework 

2020 
Adopt d on Octob r 7, 2020 

As outlin d in th  Conn cticut Stat  Board of Education’s (Board) Fiv -y ar Compr h nsiv  

Plan, 2016-21: Ensurin Equity and Excellence for All Connecticut Students, th  promis  of an 

 xc ll nt public  ducation is to  quip  v ry child, r gardl ss of g nd r, rac ,  thnicity, family 

w alth, zip cod , or disability status, with th  knowl dg  and skills n  d d to succ  d in coll g , 

car  rs and civic lif . Stud nts succ  d wh n th y ar  off r d chall nging and rigorous programs 

of study that int grat  th  knowl dg  and skills n c ssary to  nabl  stud nts to b com  productiv  

m mb rs of soci ty. 

Th  Board b li v s that gr at schools ar  saf , w lcoming, and inclusiv   nvironm nts wh r  

stud nts’ acad mic, social- motional, and car  r d v lopm nt n  ds ar  m t, and stud nts ar  

h althy, joyous, and r ady to l arn. Efforts to improv  school climat , saf ty and l arning must 

 xist through a compr h nsiv , coh siv  schoolwid  approach that supports int rdisciplinary 

collaboration to m  t th  n  ds of th  whol  child. 

Th  Conn cticut Compr h nsiv  School Couns ling Fram work (CCSCF) is a critical tool in 

h lping schools and stud nts m  t acad mic, post-s condary and social- motional goals. Th  

CCSCF is plann d and impl m nt d in K-12 grad  l v ls in collaboration with principals, school 

m ntal h alth provid rs, t ach rs, famili s, and community stak hold rs to maximiz  th  

 ducational succ ss of  v ry stud nt. In alignm nt with th  district’s mission, th  impl m ntation 

of th  CCSCF  xp cts  v ry stud nt to b  s rv d  quitably, bas d on inform d data d cision-

making. This targ t d work assists stud nts in m  ting acad mic standards and pr par s  v ry 

graduat  to mak  inform d d cisions wh n choosing from an array of posts condary options. Th  

CCSCF is plann d and d liv r d by a stat -cr d ntial d school couns lor and is cr at d from th  

Am rican School Couns lor Association (ASCA) National Mod l. 

Th  Board aims to  nsur  that schools us  th  CCSCF to d liv r a rang  of  vid nc -bas d 

supports, programs, and s rvic s to addr ss stud nt n  ds bas d on a syst mwid  approach, call d 

a multi-ti r d syst m of supports. Th  CCSCF  nsur s  quitabl  acc ss to s rvic s for all 

stud nts and us s a vari ty of pr v ntions and int rv ntions to improv  outcom s in stud nt 

achi v m nt, disciplin , and att ndanc ; assist stud nts in ov rcoming barri rs to l arning; mak  

strong conn ctions with  ducational opportuniti s in schools; and includ  a d v lopm ntally 

appropriat  curriculum focus d on acad mic, social- motional and car  r d v lopm nt for 

posts condary r adin ss and succ ss. Th  CCSCF has an  quity focus to addr ss th  n  ds of 

historically marginaliz d and vuln rabl  stud nts, but is also d sign d to support all stud nt 

populations. School couns ling programs, in onsit  and virtual s ttings,  nsur   quitabl  acc ss 

to opportuniti s for all stud nts to participat  fully in th   ducational proc ss. Th  Board furth r 

r cogniz s that school couns lors participat  as m mb rs of th   ducational t am and  mploy 

l ad rship, advocacy, and collaboration to promot  syst ms and  nvironm nts that support th  

school community. 
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Connect cut State Board of Educat on 

Hartford 

Pos t on Statement on the 

Connect cut Comprehens ve School Counsel ng Framework 

2020 

Gu del nes for Pol cymakers 

Th  Conn cticut Stat  Board of Education, in support of its Position Stat m nt on th  

Conn cticut Compr h nsiv  School Couns ling Fram work (CCSCF), off rs th  following 

guid lin s to support th   stablishm nt of collaboration among various stak hold rs to build a 

compr h nsiv  l arning syst m that supports th  succ ssful impl m ntation of th  CCSCF in 

Conn cticut school districts. Th  CCSCF is a critical tool in supporting and  nsuring succ ssful 

schools and stud nts. 

Respons b l t es of the State Department of Educat on 

 Ensur  diss mination of th  CCSCF guidanc  to d liv r a rang  of  vid nc -bas d 

supports, programs, and s rvic s to addr ss stud nt n  ds through a syst mwid  approach; 

 Provid  prof ssional l arning opportuniti s for school couns lors to build, impl m nt, and 

sustain th  CCSCF; 

 Provid  opportuniti s for prof ssional l arning that will support continuous improv m nt 

toward cultural comp t nc  for school couns lors; 

 Promot  and advanc  a syst mic couns ling approach that is str ngth-bas d; 

 Provid  l ad rship and t chnical assistanc  conc rning th  CCSCF; and 

 Engag  in a stat -l v l proc ss to id ntify r sourc s to support school couns ling s rvic s 

and th  impl m ntation of th  CCSCF. 

Respons b l t es of Boards of Educat on and Super ntendents of Schools 

 Ensur  th  adoption and diss mination of th  CCSCF guidanc  to d liv r a rang  of 

 vid nc -bas d supports, programs, and s rvic s to addr ss stud nt n  ds bas d on a 

syst mwid  approach; 

 Provid  for a prof ssional l arning opportunity for school couns lors to build, impl m nt, 

and sustain th  CCSCF; 

 Provid  opportuniti s for prof ssional l arning that will support continuous improv m nt 

toward cultural comp t nc  for school couns lors; 

 Support school couns lors in th  provision of dir ct s rvic s to stud nts; 

 Promot  and advanc  a syst mic couns ling approach that is str ngth-bas d; 

 Ensur  alignm nt of curricular r sourc s to support Ti r I univ rsal l v l school 

couns ling l ssons that addr ss acad mic, social- motional, and car  r d v lopm nt; 

 Utiliz  th  Stud nt and Educator Support Sp cialist Evaluation (SESS) for th  district’s 

school couns lor  valuation; 

 Ensur  alignm nt of school couns lors’ Stud nt L arning Obj ctiv s and Indicators of 

Acad mic Growth and D v lopm nt with district n  ds; 
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 Commit to incr asing th  div rsity of school couns lors in th  district to r fl ct a div rsity 

of rac ,  thnicity, nativ  languag , socio- conomic status, ag , g nd r id ntity or 

 xpr ssion, s xual ori ntation, and abiliti s; and 

 Engag  in a proc ss that consid rs f d ral, stat  and district r sourc s for th  

impl m ntation of th  CCSCF. 

Respons b l t es of School Leaders 

 Ensur  th  d v lopm nt and support for multidisciplinary t ams including school l ad rs, 

t ach rs, stud nt support p rsonn l, school couns lors, famili s, car giv rs, and oth rs 

from th  community; 

 Encourag  school couns lors to participat  in probl m-solving and d cision making on 

school and l ad rship t ams; 

 Exp ct school couns lors to d v lop action/impl m ntation plans that ar  congru nt with 

th  goals of th  school improv m nt plan; 

 Exp ct school couns lors to align th ir program vision, mission and goals to th  school’s 

vision, mission and goals; 

 Mak  disaggr gat d school data availabl  and acc ssibl  to school couns lors; 

 Provid  r gular f  dback to th  school couns lors on th ir input in d cision making that 

impacts school goals and initiativ s; 

 Ensur  alignm nt of curricular r sourc s to support Ti r I univ rsal l v l school 

couns ling l ssons that addr ss acad mic, social- motional, and car  r d v lopm nt; and 

 Engag  with famili s to assist th m in b ing  qual partn rs in th ir child’s  ducation. 

Respons b l t es of School Counselors 

 Plan, impl m nt, monitor, and ass ss th  CCSCF to d liv r a rang  of  vid nc -bas d 

supports, programs, and s rvic s to addr ss stud nt n  ds bas d on a syst mwid  

approach; 

 Establish a saf , inclusiv , and positiv  school couns ling  nvironm nt that fost rs stud nt 

 ngag m nt, valu s stud nt voic , and  mphasiz s proactiv  and positiv  int rv ntions; 

 Collaborat  with stak hold rs and multidisciplinary t ams, oth r m ntal h alth provid rs, 

famili s, t ach rs, and th  l ad rship t am to probl m-solv  and mak  d cisions; 

 Align th  CCSCF vision, mission, and goals to th  school’s vision, mission and goals; 

 Utiliz  th  Stud nt and Educator Support Sp cialist Evaluation (SESS) or th  district’s 

school couns lor  valuation tool(s) to  valuat  p rformanc ; 

 Align Stud nt L arning Obj ctiv s and Indicators of Acad mic Growth and D v lopm nt 

to district n  ds; 

 Follow and us  th  Stud nt Standards, School Couns lor Standards, and Ethical Standards 

as a basis for all actions; 

 Establish and t ach cl ar and consist nt classroom  xp ctations, us  classroom 

manag m nt strat gi s that ar  individualiz d, p rsonaliz d, and culturally-comp t nt, and 

r inforc  good b havior; 

 R spond to chall nging b haviors with r l vant support and consid r own b havior and 

th  pr s nc  of bias wh n working with and r acting to stud nts; 

 Plan, d liv r and ass ss curricular r sourc s to support Ti r I univ rsal l v l school 

couns ling l ssons that addr ss acad mic, social- motional, and car  r d v lopm nt; 

 Participat  in opportuniti s to shap  school and district polici s and practic s; 
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 Participat  in prof ssional l arning opportuniti s r garding school couns ling and th  

CCSCF; 

 Promot  acc ss to rigorous standards-bas d curriculum, acad mic cours s, and l arning 

paths for coll g  and car  r for all stud nts; 

 L ad individual and small-group couns ling that  ncourag s stud nts to mak  positiv  

b havior choic s and acc pt r sponsibility for th ir actions; 

 Ensur  an  nvironm nt that is op n to th  provision of dir ct s rvic s to th  majority of 

th  stud nts, bas d on n  d; 

 Examin  data on stud nt outcom s and adjust practic s as n  d d to promot  th   quitabl  

impl m ntation of supports and advocacy; 

 Proactiv ly communicat  with famili s about l arning  xp ctations and stud nt acad mic 

or b havioral p rformanc ; 

 D v lop positiv  r lationships with famili s to promot  stud nt succ ss by focusing on 

stud nt str ngths and strat gi s for ov rcoming obstacl s wh n communicating with both 

stud nts and famili s; and 

 Engag  with famili s to assist th m in b ing  qual partn rs in th ir child’s  ducation. 

Respons b l t es of H gher Educat on Inst tut ons and Teacher Preparat on Programs 

 Ensur  th  adoption and us  of th  CCSCF guidanc  to d liv r a rang  of  vid nc -bas d 

supports, programs, and s rvic s to addr ss stud nt n  ds through a syst mwid  approach; 

 Pr par  pr -s rvic  school couns lors to  ff ctiv ly cr at  a positiv  couns ling 

 nvironm nt focusing on  vid nc -bas d, str ngth-bas d, and culturally-r sponsiv  

approach s; 

 R cruit and pr par  stud nts to s rv  as couns lors and stud nt support s rvic s p rsonn l, 

with a focus on incr asing th  racial,  thnic, and linguistic div rsity of th  workforc ; 

 Engag  in an on-going improv m nt proc ss in th  d v lopm nt and d liv ry of school 

couns lor pr paration program curricula that addr ss s probl ms of practic  in th  fi ld; 

 Work dilig ntly to support stud nts with coll g  and car  r r adin ss and opportuniti s, 

including historically marginaliz d and disproportionat ly und rs rv d stud nt 

populations; 

 K  p th  school community inform d about r l vant community r sourc s; 

 Addr ss l gal,  thical, and prof ssional issu s in pr -K–12 schools; 

 Und rstand d v lopm ntal th ory, couns ling th ory, car  r-couns ling th ory, and racial 

and social justic  th ory; 

 Und rstand m ntal h alth and th  continuum of s rvic s, including pr v ntion and 

int rv ntion strat gi s for addr ssing acad mic, car  r, and social- motional d v lopm nt 

to  nhanc  acad mic and lif long succ ss for all stud nts; 

 D liv r  ff ctiv  instruction, appraisal, advis m nt, and couns ling; and 

 Guid  th   ff ctiv  impl m ntation and maint nanc  of th  multi-ti r d syst m of 

supports and th  CCSCF. 

Respons b l t es of Fam l es and Commun ty Members 

 Engag  in two-way communication with school couns ling staff to co-cr at  a w ll-

round d pictur  of th  stud nt, as w ll as shar d  xp ctations and und rstanding of th  

CCSCF; 

 T ach, mod l, and positiv ly r inforc  appropriat  b havior and social skills; 
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 S  k out and us  community r sourc s, in collaboration with school staff and community 

provid rs, including positiv  youth d v lopm nt organizations or organizations that 

addr ss th  social- motional and b havioral n  ds of youth; 

 Advocat  for opportuniti s to support stud nts on coll g  and car  r r adin ss and 

opportuniti s, historically marginaliz d and disproportionat ly und rs rv d stud nt 

populations; and 

 Auth ntically  ngag  with school l ad rs,  ducators and staff to b   qual partn rs in 

childr n’s  ducation. 

Respons b l t es of Students (as developmentally appropr ate) 

 Commit to lif long l arning and  ngaging in  nriching opportuniti s to incr as  knowl dg  

and skills; 

 B com  knowl dg abl  about th  acad mic, social, and b havioral  xp ctations of your 

school and community; 

 S  k out information, ask qu stions for clarity, and s  k assistanc  from a trust d adult 

wh n support is n  d d; 

 Tr at p  rs,  ducators, familym mb rs, and community m mb rs with r sp ct and 

 mpathy; and 

 Participat  in  fforts to build a positiv  school climat . 
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