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Executive Summary 
 
Introduction  
Educators Rising, a national initiative of Phi Delta Kappa International, now serves as both a 
career and technical student organization (CTSO) and a community-based “grow-your-own” 
model for aspiring educators in Connecticut. Connecticut is a proud Educators Rising State 
Affiliate, supported by the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE), local funders, 
and philanthropic foundations. The program integrates intra-curricular learning opportunities into 
high school coursework, while also providing leadership roles, field-based experiences, and 
mentorship opportunities that encourage students to view teaching as a meaningful and attainable 
career. By engaging secondary students early, Educators Rising seeks to cultivate a new 
generation of highly skilled and diverse educators who reflect the demographics of their 
communities and are committed to serving them through public education. This initiative directly 
aligns with CSDE’s strategic priorities to expand and diversify the educator pipeline, reduce 
teacher shortages in high-need areas, and ensure that all Connecticut students have access to 
excellent educators who understand and represent the communities they serve. 
 
Background  
Connecticut’s affiliation with Educators Rising enables CSDE to coordinate efforts among 
districts, higher education institutions, and community partners to strengthen the educator 
pipeline. Through this structure, students are given the opportunity to explore the teaching 
profession through coursework, classroom-based field experiences, and mentorship from 
practicing educators. They also benefit from leadership development opportunities at both the 
state and national level, where they can participate in conferences, competitions, and elected 
roles that prepare them for future professional responsibilities. Importantly, the program 
establishes clear connections between high school experiences and post-secondary teacher 
preparation, ensuring that students have a seamless transition into colleges of education and, 
ultimately, into the teaching profession. Educators Rising Connecticut is a meaningful entry 
point for aspiring educators and a vital component of the state’s broader strategy to expand our 
educator workforce.



 
  

 2 
   

 
Recognition  
The 2025–2026 Educators Rising Student Cabinet Officers are Haylie Johnson, National Officer 
and Connecticut Conference Officer; Coraly Rodriguez, Assistant to the President (2-year 
officer); and LizMarie Maldonado, Officer at Large. Our Aspiring Educators are Hannah 
Spinner, Chair; Rebecca Singleton, Vice-Chair; and Danyelix Echevarria Figueroa, Public 
Relations Chair. These students have been elected to serve and represent Educators Rising 
students from across the state of Connecticut. They will introduce themselves and share their 
goals and accomplishments for the year. Additionally, Aspiring Educators from Central 
Connecticut State University (CCSU), along with their advisor Elizabeth Sked from the 
Connecticut Education Association (CEA), will also introduce themselves and share their goals 
and accomplishments for the year. 
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