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Connecticut State Board of Education
Hartford

To Be Proposed:
June 11, 2025

Whereas, adult education exemplifies the concept of lifelong learning with nearly

ten thousand Connecticut residents in adult basic education/secondary school completion programs
and nearly twelve thousand Connecticut residents in English as a Second Language (ESL) and U.S.
citizenship preparation programs; and

Whereas, the Connecticut Association for Adult and Continuing Education (CAACE), through its
CAACE Student Award, recognized five individuals who have overcome numerous obstacles and
hardships to persist and succeed in adult education; and

Whereas, these individuals exemplify the spirit and determination necessary to achieve a goal and
serve as role models to all adult and young learners in our communities; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, that the Connecticut State Board of Education recognizes the following individuals for
their accomplishments in this major adult education endeavor:

Alden Cost Middletown Adult Education
Celia Miguel East Hartford Adult Education
Yessica Morais Naugatuck Adult Education
Stephanie Moril Rose City Learning Center
Jesther Rosa Waterbury Adult Education

and directs the Commissioner to take the necessary action.

Approved by a vote of this eleventh day of June, Two Thousand Twenty-Five.

Signed:

Charlene M. Russell-Tucker, Secretary
State Board of Education
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Student Award Winners
Executive Summary

Introduction

Adult education is an essential component of Connecticut’s lifelong educational system, providing
individuals with instruction in United States citizenship, English as a Second Language (ESL), basic
skills and secondary completion. In the 2024-25 school year, nearly 10,000 individuals were
enrolled in adult basic education/secondary school completion programs and nearly 12,000
individuals were enrolled in ESL and United States citizenship preparation programs. In order to
persist and succeed in adult education, many of these learners face substantial challenges to balance
their life activities.

History/Background

The Connecticut Association of Adult and Continuing Education (CAACE) honored five individuals
from Connecticut’s adult education programs on March 14, 2025, for their perseverance and
accomplishments. We would like to acknowledge these individuals for their efforts and recognize
them as excellent examples of lifelong learning for all students in the adult education system.

Recommendation and Justification
I recommend that the State Board of Education recognize the following individuals for their
accomplishments:

Alden Cost Mr. Cost has spent years working tirelessly to support his

Middletown Adult Education family, often in jobs without benefits or health insurance.
Despite his dedication, he has faced significant challenges,
including repeated instances of identity theft, which have
left him navigating complex financial and legal
consequences. Mr. Cost joined Middletown Adult
Education’s General Education Development (GED)
program determined to take the next step in his educational
and professional journey. He immediately emerged as a role
model, demonstrating exceptional attendance and inspiring
his peers with his perseverance and positive attitude. His
commitment to improving his life and the lives of others
embodies the spirit of resilience and determination.



Celia Miguel
East Hartford Adult Education

Yessica Morais
Naugatuck Adult Education

Upon entry, his assessment scores reflected a strong
foundation to build upon. Despite years of financial success
in the manufacturing field, Mr. Cost recognized that not
having a high school diploma limited his ability to access
more stable and advanced positions. Through hard work
and commitment, he has not only made measurable
academic progress but also has taken significant steps
toward achieving his goal of career advancement and
personal growth.

Ms. Miguel has attended East Hartford Adult Education for
eight years and has grown from a basic literacy student to
working towards earning her high school diploma. Her
work ethic is unparalleled and her desire to motivate the
students around her makes her an excellent candidate for
the CAACE award. Unfortunately, Ms. Miguel did not
have much formal schooling growing up in rural Portugal.
After completing the fourth grade, she went to work on her
parent’s farm and helped raise her younger siblings. She
took on all this responsibility at just ten years old. Ms.
Miguel showed remarkable progress since she began her
journey as a low literacy student in 2018. She struggled
with reading and writing, considering her limited formal
education as a child, but Ms. Miguel was determined to
change that. She attended class with nearly perfect
attendance. She constantly looked for resources she can use
for studying outside of class. Ms. Miguel acknowledges that
many students, like her, come from varying educational
backgrounds and may need extra support in class to boost
confidence levels. She is always the first to take a new
student under her wing who might be hesitant to participate
in class. East Hartford Adult Education is very proud of
how far Ms. Miguel has come during her time enrolled in
the adult education program. She is truly a model adult
education student, self-directed and disciplined in the face
of significant adversity, and always willing to lend a
supportive hand to lift up those around her.

Ms. Morais enrolled in 2023 with Naugatuck Adult
Education and has demonstrated remarkable growth and
achievement since joining. She began in Adult Basic
Education (ABE) classes and through her unwavering
dedication and exceptional work ethic, she steadily
advanced her skills, successfully completing the ABE
program and achieving the necessary benchmark scores to
transition into the National External Diploma Program
(NEDP). Upon entering the NEDP, Ms. Morais continued
to excel. She approached each competency with focus and
determination, diligently working through the rigorous



Stephanie Moril
Rose City Learning

Jesther Rosa
Waterbury Adult Education

program requirements. Her perseverance and commitment
culminated in the successful completion of all
competencies, earning her diploma in the spring of 2024.
Her journey is a testament to her resilience, ambition, and
ability to overcome challenges to achieve her goals. Ms.
Morais’ accomplishments reflect the transformative power
of education, and she serves as an inspiring example to
others.

Ms. Moril has shown remarkable growth since enrolling at
Rose City Learning Center in August 2024. Starting with a
foundational understanding of English, her proficiency and
confidence have significantly improved through consistent
participation in morning and afternoon intermediate-level
English classes. Additionally, she has made notable
academic gains by actively working with a tutor to prepare
for her GED tests, demonstrating her dedication to
achieving her educational and career goals.

Ms. Moril has shown great dedication to balancing her
responsibilities while prioritizing her education. Although
finding a part-time job that fits her school schedule has been
challenging, she remains committed to her learning goals.
She actively volunteers each week at Rose City Learning
Center, assisting Haitian Creole and French-speaking
learners by answering their questions about the program,
helping them register for appointments, and guiding them in
accessing the learning platform. Additionally, she is always
willing to lend a hand with other tasks, demonstrating her
strong sense of community and teamwork.

Ms. Rosa is a naturally intelligent student who is able to
grasp concepts very quickly. Despite her initial trepidations,
her determination to learn and thrive shone brightly. Over
time, her commitment to self-improvement has been
nothing short of inspiring. Through consistent effort, Ms.
Rosa has achieved so many of her initial goals. She has
earned her high school diploma, has gained the respect of
the entire staff and classmates, has mastered many new
skills, and has learned she can do anything she sets her
mind to. Ms. Rosa’s achievements are a testament to her
hard work and a reflection of the transformative power of
adult education.

Beyond her academic success, Ms. Rosa is an extremely
caring mother of two who does it all without any help from
others, overcoming the difficulties of having to “be the
village” all by herself with no help from friends or family.
Despite all the challenges that life throws her way, her
positive attitude and willingness to help others truly sets her



apart. The lens through which she views life is forever
changed after completing this program. In watching Ms.
Rosa grow, she exemplifies what adult education strives to
achieve: empowering individuals to reach their full
potential and create a brighter future.

Prepared by:  Sabrina Mancini, Education Consultant
Adult Education

Reviewed by: Irene Parisi
Chief Academic Officer

Approved by: Charles E. Hewes, Ed.D.

Deputy Commissioner for Academics and
Innovation



