
 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

      

  

         

 

    

 

      

 

 

  

 

 

              

              

             

                

            

            

 

   

           

                

            

              

           

           

          

             

       

              

            

               

           

   

               

               

              

           

            

 

 X.B. 

CONNECTIC T STATE BOARD OF ED CATION 

Hartford 

TO: State B ard  f Educati n 

FROM: Dr. Dianna R. Wentzell, Interim C mmissi ner  f Educati n 

DATE: March 6, 2019 

S BJECT: Update  n Child Nutriti n Pr grams 

Execut ve Summary 

Purpose 

This presentati n will pr vide an update  n the Child Nutriti n Pr grams administered by the 

C nnecticut State Department  f Educati n (CSDE). The discussi n will include an  verview  f 

the federal and state pr grams, initiatives and special pr visi ns being implemented by the 

CSDE. An emphasis will be placed  n pr gress and successes  f the implementati n  f the 

Child Nutriti n Pr grams in C nnecticut since the auth rizati n  f the Healthy, Hunger-free 

Kids Act  f 2010 and additi nal changes t  these requirements. 

Background Information 

F rmerly called the Child Nutriti n Reauth rizati n, C ngress passed the Healthy, Hunger-free 

Kids Act  f 2010. This Act pr vided f r the c ntinued administrati n  f the United States 

Department  f Agriculture (USDA) Child Nutriti n Pr grams in sch  ls, residential child care 

instituti ns, child day care centers and h mes, and vari us l cati ns thr ugh ut the summer. 

The USDA Child Nutriti n Pr grams include: Nati nal Sch  l Lunch Pr gram, Sch  l 

Breakfast Pr gram, Special Milk Pr gram, After-Sch  l Snack Pr gram, Fresh Fruit and 

Vegetable Pr gram, F  d Distributi n Pr gram, Summer F  d Service Pr gram, Seamless 

Summer Opti n, Summer Electr nic Benefit Transfer f r Children, Child and Adult Care F  d 

Pr gram and the After-sch  l At-risk Meals Pr gram. 

Since its initial auth rizati n, a number  f changes have  ccurred with regard t  regulat ry 

requirements; state and l cal pr gram implementati n; and eligibility determinati n. The USDA 

has identified three areas  f f cus f r Child Nutriti n Pr grams: 1) ensure pr gram integrity and 

c mpliance; 2) pr vide excellent cust mer service t  participants; and 3) enc urage self-

sufficiency am ng participants. 

On-site administrative reviews  f pr grams are c nducted  n a r tating basis t  n t  nly m nit r 

pr gram c mpliance and cust mer service t   ur students and families, but als  t  ensure high 

quality, safe, nutriti us and appealing meals and snacks. The CSDE utilizes critical partnerships 

with federal and state agencies, c mmunity-based  rganizati ns, f  d and nutriti n ass ciati ns 

and the sch  l f  d industry t  guarantee  ptimal pr gram implementati n. 



 

 

 

 

  
              

              

                 

                

                 

 

 

 

 

 

   

     

       

   

 

 

     

      

Follow-up Activities 

Research has pr ven the c nnecti n between health and student success. Theref re, the CSDE 

will pr vide  ng ing supp rt t  l cal pr grams t  ensure that eligible students and families 

c ntinue t  have access t  pr gram benefits. The CSDE will c ntinue t  update the State B ard 

 f Educati n  f that pr gress in alignment with G al 1  f the B ard’s C mprehensive Plan -

ensuring the n n-academic needs  f students are met s  that they are healthy, happy and ready t  

learn. 

Prepared by: 

J hn Frassinelli, Bureau Chief 

Bureau  f Health/Nutriti n, Family Services and 

Adult Educati n 

Appr ved by: 

Charlene Russell-Tucker, Chief Operating Officer 



   

  

  

 

     

2019 U date: 

Child Nutrition Programs 

CSDE 

State B ard  f Educati n 

March 6, 2019 

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 



    

        

    

 

Alignm nt with th Fiv -y ar 

Compr h nsiv  Plan 

The Co  ecticut State Board of Educatio 's Five-year Comprehe sive Pla  2016-21 

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
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Child Nutrition Programs 
 CHOOL / ITE 

PROGRAM   PON OR  MEAL  FUNDING 
LOCATION  

 chool Lunch 188 1,037 45,846,037 $102,789,909 

 chool Breakfast 170 890 17,975,873 $32,354,272 

Afterschool  nack 37 236 1,504,929 $1,303,130 

 ummer Meals 61 641 1,653,995 $5,229,134 

 pecial Milk 43 56 488,780 $104,766 

Fresh Fruit and 
17 90 n/a $2,580,245 

Vegetable 

Food Distribution n/a n/a n/a $15,403,423 

Child & Adult Care 136 1,176 10,047,298 $18,145,431 

TOTAL : 77,516,912 $177,910,310 



    

   School Lunch Circa 1970 

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 



    CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 



    

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

   Conn cticut Child Nutrition Initiativ s 

School Br akfast Program 

• Conn cticut Br akfast 

Expansion T am 

• Br akfast S rvic Options 

– Traditional Caf t ria 

– Grab n Go/Kiosk 

– In Classroom 

– 2nd Chanc Br akfast 

• National Rankings 

• Stat School Br akfast Grant 

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 



    

    

     
      

     

        
     

       

   

    
    

 

 

   Conn cticut Child Nutrition Initiativ s 
Summ r M al and B n fit 

Programs 
• 2nd nationally in th  numb r of 

summ r m al sit s that s rv  two 
m als  ach day – br akfast and 
lunch 

• CT s rv s 1 in 4 childr n that r ly 
on fr   and r duc d-pric lunch s 
during th  school y ar (1 in 6 
nationally) 

• Av rag  Daily Participation: 
37,039 

• Summ r l arning and  nrichm nt 
opportuniti s to r duc  summ r 
l arning loss 

• Summ r EBT 

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 



    

   

  

  

   

 

 

    

  

 

   Conn cticut Child Nutrition Initiativ s 

Farm to School Program 

• Stud nts l arn about local 

farms in th ir community 

• Incr as s th availability of 

fr sh fruits, v g tabl s and 

local milk 

• K  ps f d ral dollars for 

m al r imburs m nt in CT 

and local communiti s 

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 



    

 

      

   

 

 

    

     

   Conn cticut Child Nutrition Initiativ s 

Dir ct C rtification 

• Stud nts dir ctly c rtifi d for fr   school m als bas d on 

 nrollm nt in f d ral and stat assistanc programs 

• Partn rship with DSS and DCF 

• SNAP, TFA, Childr n in Fost r Car  

• Conn cticut R cognition 

– USDA Match-to-M al Stat  B st Practic s 

– USDA Exc ll nc  in T chnology Award 

• M dicaid D monstration Proj ct 2017-18 

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 



    

   

   

  

         

  

     

       

     

   Conn cticut Child Nutrition Initiativ s 

Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) 

• Alt rnativ approach to d t rmin  ligibility 

• Eliminat s hous hold incom  applications 

• R quir s 40 p rc nt of stud nts to b  ligibl for fr   m als 

for program participation 

• R quir s all childr n to b s rv d br akfast and lunch at no 

cost 

• 2018: 28 LEAs and 241 Schools (pr M dicaid Pilot) 

• 2019: 37 LEAs and 308 Schools 

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
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