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and Media Specialist
library facility.

[~ ]

SERC Starts Worl as INew

Ready to Serve: Office Manager Marge Di;z, Céordinator Gabriel Simches
Don Berg shown

reviewing plans for the new SERC

“‘INerve Cennten”

For Special Education Research, Developrment

SERC is tlie name of a potential mnmew
source of help and energy for special
educarion in Connecticurc.

SERC — The Special Educarion
Resource Center — opencd this rmonch
on the campurs of Sc. Joseph College im
WWest Hartford. Established under =
contract between tlhie college and the
Burcau of Purpil Personnel and Special
Educatrional Services, State IDepart-
ment of Education, thhe center is de-
signed as a focal point of action and
communication for special education
Personnel from throughour thhe state.

SERC’s planned functioms are wastc
and ambitiowus: acgguisition, evaluation”
development., demonstration, dissemin-

ation, and research — all geared to the
best available new technigues and ma-
terials in special education.

SERC is best describecd in termms of
guestions racher than answers. Ic will
offer mo prescriptions and no inscantc
cures. Its effectiverness will depend on
Lo Facetors: firse, thhe talents and skills
of the SERC seaff o sctizmulare thhe cli-
ernts” interest: and second — perhaps
even more imporctant — the cocreative
demands of the clients to stirmulace the
staff arnd direcet the efforets of SERC.
Icv is hoped thact all persomnnel in Corn-
necticuer workimg directly with excep-
tional children — in public and private

{continued on page 2)

IPDriscussion Scheduled
Omn Dispersal Theorxry
For “Special> Classes

Some FO yvears Ao, the “*dumb
roorm”™” i many public schools — a
pPlace of crude manual arts training or
simmple custodial care — began 1o give
way o specialized classes led by pro-
fessiomnals skillec in tlhe diagmnosis and
instruction of recardates. Since thhemn,
Connecticur lhas ranked among the
national leaders in providing special
classes for the mentally retarded. Ap-
pProximately 7,500 children are now
enrolled in aboutr 600 special classes for
cthe mentally retarded in 105 school
discrices in thhe scate.

Cm Ocrtober 31, state elemencary
sclhiool primcipals wwill lIinear o scrikimg
propasal for reorganizing many spe-
cial classes and bLringings educable
mentally recarded children, particular-
ly ““fuancrional’”” educables in large wur-
Ir>amn areas, more fully into the flow of
school life.

T he thheme of the dayv-long mececcing.,
sclhieduled for the Clintonville School
in WNorehh Haven on teachers” conven-
tiornn day. is " hModified or "INew™ Ap-
pProach in thhe Educartriomn of Childremn
CTlassified as Educable DdMentally Re-
tarded in the Elementary School.™

IDr. Joseph IL.avender, Bureawx Cormn-
sixleant for Education for NMentally Re-
carcded Chilcdren, =l1lows thhat sSOoIme
Principals may be confused by whas
appears to be a reversal of policy: “"I"'ve
been personally involved in helping to
increase the number of special classes
for the eduscable mentally recarded
from I00 o 375 in recent years. L he

{(continued on page 7))
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ISERC

STATE EDUCATION RESQURCE CENTER

CHAPTER 179a
- T - | STATE EDUCATION RESOURCE CENTER

Sec. 10-357b. Duties, powers and restrictions. (a) The purposes of the State
Education Resource Center, established pursuant to section 10-357a, shall be to assist
the State Board of Education in the provision of programs and activities that will
promote educational equity and excellence. Such activities shall be limited to:
Training, technical assistance and professional development for local and regional
boards of education, school leaders, teachers, families and community partners in the
form of seminars, publications, site visits, on-line content and other appropriate
means; maintaining a state education resource center library; publication of technical
materials; research and evaluation; writing, managing, administering and coordinating
grants for the purposes described in this subsection; and any other related activities
directly related to the purposes described in this subsection. The center may support
programs and activities concerning early childhood education, in collaboration with
the Office of Early Childhood, improving school and district academic performance,
and closing academic achievement gaps between socio-economic subgroups, and other
related programs and activities.
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Assistance

Grant
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¥ Supporting All Ahilities
[Special Education
Program & Services)

¥ Equity & Social Justice

¥" Multi-Tiered Systernsof
SUpport

¥ Curriculurn &

Instruction
¥ Early Childhood Care &
Education

SERC's
Legislative
Obligations |

Vision: Equity. Excellence. Education.

Mission: SERC provides resource s, professional development, and a centralized
library to educators, families, and community members in callaboration with the
Connecticut Departrment of Education and other partners,
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Curriculum & Instruction
20%

Racial Equi




I I I S E R C FULLY EXECUTED CONTRACTS 2019-2020
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- Racial

Equity
. 16%

Curriculum &
Instruction
45%



Il SERC

state epucation resource center  TULLY EXECUTED CONTRACTS JUNE 2020- JANUARY 2021
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Curriculum & Instruction
21%




Home About News&Updates Calendar AdvisoryGroup Committees v  Expert Review Panel Documentary

CONNECTICUT PUBLIC ACT NO. 19-12

AN ACT CONCERNING THE INCLUSION OF BLACK AND
LATINO STUDIES IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOL CURRICULUM

https:.//pal9l2.serc.co/
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https://pa1912.serc.co/

Thank you!

Ingrid M. Canady
(860) 632-1485
canady@ctserc.org

III SERC

STATE EDUCATION RESOURCE CENTER

100 Roscommon Drive Mlddletown, CT 06457
860-632-1485
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