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Before we start…
1. Get a marble and a card 
2. Place a marble in the 

appropriate jar 
3. Take a seat at your table

Your card = your table

Session 1: 
ting learning for students not on grade level

Kari Baransky, Donna Busa, & Fabiana Cardetti
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AcceleraA



Context & 
Significance
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tters

● Persisting Gaps in Grade Level Proficiency (Bjorklund-Young & Plasman, 2020)
● The Grade-Level Expectations Trap (Rose, 2020)
● Low Performers Found Unready to Take Algebra (Cavanah, 2008)
● Students playing catch up (Dougherty & Fleming, 2012)

why this maA
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term 
consequences 
of unfinished 
Math learning

“Those who are 
behind in 
elementary school, 
stay behind MS 
and HS, with 
farthest off-track 
least likely to catch 
up.” 
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Long-



The 
iceberg 
problem

“Ignoring 
unfinished 
learning causes 
skill gaps to 
grow and 
hinders college 
and career 
readiness.”
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Math is cumulative, 
with new learning 
resting atop earlier 
mastery

Student Success requires 
systematically
addressing students’ 
unfinished learning
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Many Remedial Students Can Handle 
Tougher Math 

(Dee & Huffaker, 2024)
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The work of acceleration is to stop worrying about what students have 
missed and focus instead on what they should be working on according to 

grade-level standards.
~Stevenson, 2023
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Accelerating 
Learning 

Framework

Stevenson, 2023
©Connecticut Center for School Change 2020
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Existing systems in Ct 
Alliance districts

Middle School
IXL
Student-student tutoring during school/after school
WIN blocks
Double blocks
Intervention during elective classes
Boost/intervention classes
i-Ready
Paid student tutors

High School
Student-student tutoring, Gear Up
Math Lab/Intervention classes
Paid student tutors
TRIO tutoring programs
Highly differentiated regular classes, highly tracked
Flex intervention/MTSS
Interim State Assessment embedded in curriculum
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How do you accelerate 
Learning for students 

not on grade leveL?
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ozaEzUkTRP-NCz9swm-astoX8_vfqdA1eSmJ69s4Kpw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ozaEzUkTRP-NCz9swm-astoX8_vfqdA1eSmJ69s4Kpw/edit?usp=sharing


Turn & Talk
● What data do you use in supporting 

students who are not on grade level?
● What data do you use to monitor 

student progress?
● What data do you use to evaluate 

effectiveness of programs you have in 
place?

● What other data do you collect, and 
how could it be used?
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Accelerating 
Learning 

Framework

Stevenson, 2023
©Connecticut Center for School Change 2020

14 



Accelerating 
Learning 

Framework

Stevenson, 2023
©Connecticut Center for School Change 2020
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orting tier 1 instruction
How might teachers in your district use the Achieve the 
Core Coherence Map to plan "just in time" gap-filling 
activities as part of Tier 1 instruction to support students 
who are not on grade level in meeting grade-level 
learning targets for each math lesson?

SuppA
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https://achievethecore.org/page/1118/coherence-map
https://achievethecore.org/page/1118/coherence-map


geted professional learning for teachers  TarA
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tainability and Longevity

● How to get buy in? 
● Ensuring Life beyond grants/special initiative
● How will your program adjust over time to 

students’ changing needs?

SusA
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around the room to the music.
and find a partner near you.

Share with your partner:

● One thing that’s working well.

● One thing that’s not working.

● Your school, district, role, and 
contact info.

Share with your partner:

● One thing that’s working well.

● One thing that’s not working.

● Your school, district, role, and 
contact info.

Dance around the room some more.
Stop and find a new partner near you.

Dance 
Stop 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mSxkN6zuKE8&t=18
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xP-JsYEGDGw&t=110


Please Join your district team
TABLE A TABLE 2 TABLE 3 TABLE 4 TABLE 5

Ansonia 2
Bloomfield 3
Putnam 3

Bridgeport 4
Bristol 2
Vernon 2

Danbury 2
Derby 2
Waterbury 4

East Hartford 4
East Haven 4

East Windsor 2
Enfield 3
Windsor Locks 3 

TABLE 6 TABLE 7 TABLE 8 TABLE 9 TABLE 10

Groton 4
Hamden 4

Killingly 2
Meriden 6

New Britain 3
New Haven 3
Windham 2

New London 3
Norwich 3
West Haven 2

Plainfield 2
Thompson 5
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team work
Brainstorm systematic approach 

for YOUR students
Plan for your context

CONSIDER
● YOUR: data, programs, teachers, 

leaders & staff 
● what you HAVE, what you NEED, & 

HOW you would like to use it
● Discuss:

○ indicators that your plan is succeeding
○ key information needed: anything you 

should ask of others? who?
○ People you need to follow up with, or 

take onboard
● Remember: sustainability/longevity

See the back 
of your 
graphic 

organizer
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share out
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Aways
TakeAways
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TakeA



Feel free to contact us
Kari: kari.baransky@meridenk12.org
Donna: busa.dc@easthartford.org
Fabiana: fabiana.cardetti@uconn.edu
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mailto:kari.baransky@meridenk12.org
mailto:busa.dc@easthartford.org
mailto:fabiana.cardetti@uconn.edu


 Discussion
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TakeAways
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Session Theme
Group Conversation 

Prepare three to four questions for the 
breakout attendees to discuss. Questions 
may be related to success on the topic, 
barriers on the topic, best practices, 
implementation, impacts, etc.
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