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Let’s learn some words

Le beau papillon jaune se pose sur la fleur rouge.

The beautiful yellow butterfly ____on the red flower.

Instruction for code: Pronouncing the word required explicit 
instruction in sound-letter correspondence.

Instruction for meaning: Connecting the meaning required 
showing the word in multiple contexts.



Problem: code and meaning are not completely 
separate

phonology

morphologyorthography

Ϣ Є ϥ

"'Maybe she'd think it was a new 

hors d'oeuvre Mrs Fox had 

dreamed up,' Daphne suggested."
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Reading for Understanding Initiative

Foorman, Petscher, & 
Herrera, 2018; 

Foorman, Petscher, 
Stanley, & Truckenmiller, 
2017; 

Foorman, Koon, 
Petscher, Mitchell, & 
Truckenmiller, 2015

Foorman, Herrera, 
Petscher, Mitchell, & 
Truckenmiller, 2015

2010 - 2014



Creates a problem for classroom assessments

Truckenmiller, Coyne, Valentine, Moura, & Sarmiento, 2025 

Code Language 
comprehension

Screening
Computer 
adaptive 
measures 

Screening
Curriculum-
based measures

Code            Fluency         Language Comprehension

Oral Reading Fluency,
Word Reading Fluency

Overall Scaled Score
(Star, NWEA, iReady)

Individual, 
lengthy 
assessment

Brief classroom-
based 
assessment
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Aligns with most common reading difficulties

Average Dyslexia

DLD DLD + 
dyslexia

Catts, Adlof, Hogan, & Weismer, 2005
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Assessment is about instruction

Choose 
evidence-based 
code & meaning 

instruction

Facilitate 
implementation

Assess & reduce 
implementation 

barriers

Assess system 
effectiveness

Thank you to the 
anonymous 
school who 
provided the case 
study!

High knowledge, 
principal, coach, 
teachers

Team problem-
solving



Example school – effective code instruction 
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Example school – effective language instruction



Developing your school’s assessment system

Comprehending & writing about grade 
level text (standards)

Code

Subword 
level

Word 
level

Passage 
level

Meaning

Word 
level 

(vocab)

Sentence 
level 

(syntax)

Passage 
level

Summative 
State Test 
(G3-8)

Screening
Computer 
adaptive 

Screening
CBM

Diagnostic & 
Progress 
monitoring
Off-level CBM

Truckenmiller et al., 2024; Truckenmiller & Toste, 2025

Diagnostic & 
Progress 
monitoring
Cubed, MOCCA, 
Writing Architect

Code            Fluency                    Language Comprehension



State-Level Database & 
Research Partnership  

Critical team members



Example statewide partnership around screening 
data

Aggregated 
reading 

screening at 
the state 

level

State 
Department 
of Education

Literacy 
coach 

network

University 
researchers 

in reading

100s of practical research findings and resources
fcrr.org



State-level research partnership outcome example: 
Instructional profiles

Foorman, Petscher, Stanley, & Truckenmiller, 2018
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low 7% average 42%
low print 23% low language 7%

Voc = vocabulary, FD = following directions, PA = phonemic 
awareness, LS = letter sounds



Goal 1: Create Instructional Profiles with Connecticut

Aggregated 
reading 

screening at 
the state 

level

State 
Department 
of Education

Literacy 
support 
network

University 
researchers 

in reading

Team: YOU!! CSDE, UConn, Michigan State, Florida State
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