
Welcome to the Connecticut 
Literacy Conference



Engaging Families and Communities: Strengthening 
School-Family-Community Partnerships in Literacy

Cody Fusco
Associate education 
consultant
Cody.fusco@ct.gov
860-713-6991

Dr. Margie Gillis
Founder and President of Literacy 
How
margiegillis@literacyhow.com

mailto:Cody.fusco@ct.gov


Center for Literacy Research and Reading 
Success

You are here!



Session Outcomes

• Identify strategies for strengthening school, family, 
and community partnerships that support 
students’ language and literacy development.

• Explore CSDE resources and Connecticut 
examples of family literacy practices that promote 
meaningful engagement and learning experiences.

• Identify actionable next steps for strengthening 
family and community engagement within 
your school or district literacy plan/efforts. 



A Roadmap for Family Engagement



CSDE Whole Family Well-Being

• Support the whole family
• Honor family strengths
• Connect learning and opportunity
• Partner with communities
• Learn together
• Advance equity
• Plan intentionally



Parent Teacher Conferences

PERCEPTION VS. REALITY
Almost 9 in 10 parents think their kids are at or 
above grade level*.
BE A LEARNING HERO

TeacherVersion- Parent/Teacher Planning Tool - Google 
Slides
1. Preview the slides with a partner
2. Notice and Wonder
3. Share out

https://bealearninghero.org/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UFpmparzAoDXWB_NCSnap9OFdgK6D9pZOWVkYwy-bPA/edit?slide=id.gd2ea3b86df_2_67#slide=id.gd2ea3b86df_2_67
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UFpmparzAoDXWB_NCSnap9OFdgK6D9pZOWVkYwy-bPA/edit?slide=id.gd2ea3b86df_2_67#slide=id.gd2ea3b86df_2_67
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UFpmparzAoDXWB_NCSnap9OFdgK6D9pZOWVkYwy-bPA/edit?slide=id.gd2ea3b86df_2_67#slide=id.gd2ea3b86df_2_67
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UFpmparzAoDXWB_NCSnap9OFdgK6D9pZOWVkYwy-bPA/edit?slide=id.gd2ea3b86df_2_67#slide=id.gd2ea3b86df_2_67
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UFpmparzAoDXWB_NCSnap9OFdgK6D9pZOWVkYwy-bPA/edit?slide=id.gd2ea3b86df_2_67#slide=id.gd2ea3b86df_2_67
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UFpmparzAoDXWB_NCSnap9OFdgK6D9pZOWVkYwy-bPA/edit?slide=id.gd2ea3b86df_2_67#slide=id.gd2ea3b86df_2_67


Center Website

Center for Literacy Research and 
Reading Success

https://portal.ct.gov/sde/academic-office/center-for-literacy-research-and-reading-success
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/academic-office/center-for-literacy-research-and-reading-success


History of CTLM

• Introduction to the model formerly known as CK3LI 
• Support for CT schools since 2013
• Parent Leadership Training Institute Facilitators from 2013-2020
• New model introduced in 2021 with input from CSDE
• 2021-2023 Pilot Program with 5 schools, internal facilitation
• 2023-2024 Internal facilitation, 2 cohorts, 11 schools, 21 events
• 2024-2025 Internal facilitation, 3 cohorts, 20 schools, 57 events
• 2025-2026 Internal facilitation, 4 cohorts, 17 schools, 36 events



The Literacy How Reading Wheel
Core Components of Comprehensive Literacy



Vocabulary

• Juicy Words Game Show 
• Clever Connections and Abundant Adjectives
• Lingo Bingo with Celia Cruz



• Family Stories 
• Create a Story with Dice 
• Mystery Night – Read Like a Detective
• School-developed choice

Comprehension



• Phonemic awareness and Phonics
• Reading Fluency

Bradley School’s Gingerbread Family Literacy Night! (1).mp4 
- Google Drive

Foundational Skills

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RWJlL8gDTWXr4EftCnCbBj8S0vgr0bDO/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RWJlL8gDTWXr4EftCnCbBj8S0vgr0bDO/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RWJlL8gDTWXr4EftCnCbBj8S0vgr0bDO/view
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Elizabeth Green School
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Charles Barnum School
Groton P.S.



• Adult Education Enhancement Projects

• CSDE Family Learning Hub

• CSDE Full, Equal, and Equitable Partnerships

• Office of Dyslexia and Reading Disabilities- Dyslexia 
Awareness Collaborative, Podcasts, and more!

Resources

https://portal.ct.gov/sde/adult-ed/adult-education-incentive-projects
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/adult-ed/adult-education-incentive-projects
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/academic-office/ct-learning-hub/family-learning-hub
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/publications/full-equal-and-equitable-partnerships-with-families?archived=true
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/publications/full-equal-and-equitable-partnerships-with-families?archived=true
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/office-of-dyslexia-and-reading-disabilities
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/office-of-dyslexia-and-reading-disabilities
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Thank you for attending 
the conference!

Please scan the QR code 
to provide us with 
feedback on your 

experience.
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