Request for Applications (RFA) for Early Start Expansion
Fall 2026 Prioritization Criteria

To achieve OEC’s goal of improving equitable access for Connecticut families to affordable, high-
quality care and education, the 2026 RFA prioritizes applicants who:

* Are located in geographies with low child care access (find more information here on the
Child Care Access Tab)

* Are located in geographies with low Child Opportunities Index (COl) scores (find more
information here on the Child Care Opportunities Index Tab)

* Are currently accredited (NAEYC, NAFCC, Head Start) or an Elevate + member (as of 9/1/26)
* Accept Care 4 Kids

 Request full day infant/toddler spaces

* Request school day preschool spaces

* Request spaces at sites that have undergone new construction or renovation resulting in an
increased number of children served over the last 18 months

c Office of Early Childhood



https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/64eddda420cb420aaf643b8dc3942358
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/64eddda420cb420aaf643b8dc3942358
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