Question  

Re Specification 02950 Plants, & Planter Systems
Subsection 3.4 Placing Drainage Mat
Item D Retention cups to be filled with planting soil

Per my conversation with a representative of American Hydrotech Inc., I have been informed that each square foot of “Garden Drain” drainage mat has the capacity (in retention cups) of .08 cubic feet of material. As there is approximately 15,620 square feet of drainage mat called for, this would require 46.28 cubic yards of material to fill the cups with planting soil as specified.

15,620 x .08 =1249.6 cubic feet / 27 = 46.28 cubic yards of planting soil.

The representative also informed me that Hydrotech does not recommend filling (the retention cups) with planting soil unless the drainage mat is located on a slope. He stated that Hydrotech recommends using a product they manufacture called “light top aggregate”.
This brings up several questions;

1. What is the specification for the planting soil specified in the section above?
1. Where are the quantities of “planting soil” outlined in the Base Bid Unit Prices?
1. Is “planting soil” the intended material for filling the retention cups?

Answer

1  Topsoil shall be used for the planting soil.
2.  The quantity is found within the item for Topsoil.
3.  Yes, the cups are to be filled with topsoil.

