STATE OF CONNECTICUT
OFFICE OF POLICY AND MANAGEMENT

MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTABILITY REVIEW BOARD

MEMORANDUM

TO: Natasha Banks, Executive Director of Human Resources, Hartford Public Schools
Kevin Long, President, Hartford Federation of School of School Special Police Officers,

Local 1018D, AFT, AFL-CIO

FROM: Robert S. Dakers, OPM M@Z‘/

SUBJECT: MARB Rejection of Tentative Collective Bargaining Agreement

DATE: April 19, 2018

According to Section 367(b)(6) of Special Act 17-2, June Special Session, the Municipal
Accountability Review Board (MARB) shall have the same opportunity and authority to approve or
reject, on not more than two occasions, proposed collective bargaining agreements as is provided to
legislative body of the municipality. At its meeting on April 5, 2018, the MARB, by a majority vote,
rejected the proposed tentative agreement between the Hartford Board of Education and the Hartford
Federation of School of School Special Police Officers, Local 1018D, AFT, AFL-CIO.

The MARB recognizes the efforts of the parties to address the severe financial and budgetary
problems confronting the City and its public school system through a freeze on wages and steps
movements again for the next two years; however; a majority of the MARB members believed, given the
magnitude of Hartford’s issues, that a lack of changes in the area of employee benefits warranted
rejection of the tentative agreement. Cited were the changes made by other City unions, including
Hartford Local 1716, in health insurance and other areas. Some concern was also raised with respect to
pensions. The chart referenced at the April 5, 2018 meeting that outlines some key provisions of labor
contracts that have, to date, come before the MARB is attached. There were questions asked at the
meeting regarding how pension changes get negotiated and made in Hartford and we will be working

with you in this regard.

Please contact me if you have any questions in this regard for me or the MARB. The MARB looks
forward to working with the parties as this process proceeds.

Attachment

Cc: Members of the MARB
Larry Wilson, Deputy State Treasurer
Dr. Leslie Torres-Rodriguez, Superintendent of Schools
The Honorable Luke Bronin, Mayor
Michael Sullivan, OPM
Alison Fisher, OPM
Riju Das, State Treasurer’s Office

450 Capitol Avenue ¢ Hartford, Connecticut 06106-1379
www.ct.gov/opm
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