




Fire Station Facility-Needs Assessment for the 
State of Connecticut Municipal Accountability 

Review Board 



Overall Station Facility Deficiencies
20 Admiral Street

Station Deficiencies – 20 Admiral Street
Built in 1928 – ESCI report POOR Condition 
• Administrative Offices on Second Floor, non 

compliant with ADA for public access due to no 
elevator.

• Station has in adequate parking facility for even 
limited administrative staff

• Reduced efficacy for operations /response
• Station used only by AVFA volunteer force,  

Administrative staffing, and Fire Commission 
meeting and office rooms. Fire Commission 
meetings are open to the public, however, 
without an elevator, we do not meet ADA 
requirements. 

• Building condition, and Arrangement  beyond it 
useful life, and efficacy as an Operating 
Emergency Response Facility 

Recommended Deficiency Abatements 
• Combine this station with the 2nd

Station into one new combined 
facility located effectively to cover 
the entire district according to 
NFPA 1710.  A joint project is 
planned with the Allingtown 
Library for a combined fire station 
and public library 



Overall Station Facility Deficiencies
318 Fairfax Street- Minor Park Station

Station Deficiencies – 318 Fairfax St.
Built in 1968 – ESCI report Fair to Poor
1. Lack of space to adequately provide appropriate facilities 

for women
2. Needs significant updates to accommodate for modern fire 

apparatus (ESCI report)
3. Lack of provision for reasonable working, living, and privacy 

conditions for firefighters and staff. (ESCI report)
4. Does not meet current ADA requirements and will need to 

complete significant upgrades to meet ADA guidelines (ESCI 
report).

5. Inability to limit FF’s exposure to products of combustion 
and cancer causing by products through off-gassing. (ESCI 
report)

6. Less than ideal location within residential neighborhood 
increasing hazard during emergency responses

7. Inadequate storage of vehicles, equipment, and lack of area 
for PPE gear extractor (washer dryer) installation. (Noted in 
the ESCI report that there were gear washers and extractors 
at the West Haven Headquarters, Meloy Road, and West 
Shore Fire Stations.)

8. Feasibility Study and Location for New Station

Recommended and Desired Deficiency 
Abatement 
1. Addressed by new combined station
2. Addressed by new combined station
3. Addressed by new combined Station
4. Addressed by new combined Station
5. Addressed by relocated new combined Fire 

Station
6. Addressed by relocated new combined Fire 

Station
7. ARPA Funding Allocation
8. ARPA Funding Allocation 



• All stations are in need of significant updates to accommodate for modern fire apparatus (significantly heavier, larger, and taller than 
apparatus of a generation or more ago), and to provide for reasonable working, living, and privacy conditions for firefighters and staff.

• As is common across the United States, female firefighters were not part of the fire departments when the facilities were constructed. As a 
result, no fire station adequately provides appropriate facilities for women, although in several stations the firefighters demonstrated their 
ingenuity by attempting to provide some level of accommodation for female colleagues. 

• While these attempts at “work arounds” are commendable, the leadership of each fire department has an obligation to provide upgraded 
facilities for all of its firefighters, both female and male. 

• Additionally, none of the fire stations meet current ADA requirements. It will be necessary to complete significant upgrades to each facility to 
meet ADA guidelines. 

• The fire service has become increasingly concerned with the issue of firefighter cancer, and cancer-prevention practices. Firefighters have 
been provided with training, extra hoods, wipes, and protocols for both cancer prevention and decontamination. 

• An additional practice that could be put in place within the City of West Haven would be to limit firefighter exposure to products of 
combustion, as well as minimizing/eliminating exposure to diesel fumes/soot (from fire apparatus). One preventative measure is to 
limit/reduce firefighter exposure to toxic products of combustion which occur after the fire (aka, off-gassing). 

• This can be done by storing turnout gear in a well-ventilated room to prevent additional firefighter exposure to off-gassing of chemicals 
absorbed into turnout gear during a fire.

• To this end, regardless of this study’s implementation by the parties involved, it is recommended the agencies continue to incorporate 
effective cancer prevention measures into current practices, and to consider cancer prevention strategies in future fire station renovation 
projects.

• During the visit, it was noted that there were gear washers and extractors at the West Haven Headquarters, Meloy Road, and West Shore 
Fire Stations. 
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