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Connecticut 
Environmental 

Policy Act



CT General Statutes (CGS) Sec. 22a-1 – 22a-1h
Process established in 1973 with various revisions, 
especially in 2002

Regulations of CT State Agencies (RCSA)
Sections 22a-1a-1 – 22a-1a-12
Regulations adopted in 1978 and revised in 2019

Statutes & Regulations
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A Tale of Two CEPAs
Connecticut Environmental Policies Act

• All state functions must be coordinated in cooperation with the 
federal government, regions, local governments, public and private 
organizations and concerned individuals to manage the basic 
resources of air, land, and water – and the impact of the built 
environment on its surroundings 

• Promotes proactive environmental planning

Connecticut Environmental Protection Act 
• This act permits legal recourse for the unreasonable destruction of the 

state's natural resources (air, water and soil). This protection that is also 
extended to historic structures and landmarks

• CGS Sections 22a-14 through 22a-20 
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…And a Tale of Two Environmental Policy Acts
CEPA (the Policy Act version)

• Applies to activities performed by state agencies or funded in whole or in 
part by state agencies for which an agency exercises discretion.  We’ll 
return to this later, but agency permitting processes are considered to 
not involve discretion and not be subject to CEPA.
 

NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act) 

• NEPA is a federal equivalent to our policy act and applies to federal 
agency actions and funding (and even to agency permitting 
processes, unlike CEPA).  NEPA documents can be used for CEPA 
purposes but state agencies must ensure the meet the requirements of 
the CEPA regulations.



Why is there a CEPA review process?
• Identify environmental impacts, including impacts on 

the social and economic environment; 

• Provide opportunity for public review and comment at 
a time when the public can influence a state agency 
decision;

• Consider project alternatives;

• Document the agency’s review and decision.



An overview of the possible steps in a CEPA review

STEP 1: Action is considered by the agency proposing or funding a 
project. 
a CEPA review might end here

STEP 2: CEPA Scoping 

STEP 3: CEPA Post-Scoping Notice 
a CEPA review might end here

STEP 4: Environmental Impact Evaluation (EIE)

STEP 5: An EIE is followed by an Agency Record of Decision and OPM 
determination of adequacy
 a CEPA review might end here



Step 1- Assess Potential for 
Environmental Impacts
• A state agency doing /funding a project must decide if a project is 

an “action which may significantly affect the environment” 

 The agency must consider:
• Environmental Classification Document (ECD);
• Direct, indirect, & cumulative effects as listed in CEPA regs;
• Any known public controversy;
• Inconclusive or unknown impacts.

• This review ends with an agency decision to scope or not to scope. 

A CEPA review might end here 



What is an action subject to CEPA?
• individual activities or a sequence of planned activities 

proposed to be undertaken by state agencies
 

• funded in whole or in part by the state

• could have a major impact on the state's land, water, air, 
historic structures and landmarks, existing housing, or 
other environmental resources… 

• could serve short term to the disadvantage of long term 
environmental goals



Actions include, but are not limited to:
• Capital improvements, alterations, or additions; 

• Property acquisition for capitol improvements;

• Lease or purchase agreements;

• Grants-in-aid or other financial assistance;

• Other activities for which an agency exercises judgment 
or discretion as to the propriety of that action.



• Emergency measures in response to an 
immediate threat to public health or safety; or 

• Activities for which state agency participation 
is ministerial in nature

Exceptions to the Rule



The Environmental Classification Document (ECD)
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/OPM/IGPP/ORG/CEPA/Revised-Generic-ECD_03022021.pdf
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• water quality 
• public water supply
• flooding, in-stream flows, 

erosion or sedimentation
• historic or cultural sites
• natural communities or 

species 
• toxic or hazardous materials
• aesthetic or visual effects
• inconsistency with plans
• disruption of community
• congestion 

Direct, Indirect, & Cumulative Effects

• energy use
• human health & safety  
• air quality 
• noise 
• landscapes 
• agriculture 
• infrastructure 
• greenhouse gas emissions 
• effect of a changing climate on 

the project 
• effects on natural, cultural, 

recreational, or scenic resources

Per Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies Section 22a-1a-3



An overview of the possible steps in a CEPA review

STEP 1: Action is considered by the agency proposing or funding a 
project. 
a CEPA review might end here

STEP 2: CEPA Scoping 

STEP 3: CEPA Post-Scoping Notice 
a CEPA review might end here

STEP 4: Environmental Impact Evaluation (EIE)

STEP 5: An EIE is followed by an Agency Record of Decision and OPM 
determination of adequacy
 a CEPA review might end here



Step 2 – Scoping

• A state agency publishes a Scoping Notice in the 
Environmental Monitor, providing a 30+ day 
opportunity for the public, state & local governments, 
and others to submit comments;

• The state agency might be required to (or might 
choose to) hold a public scoping meeting;

https://portal.ct.gov/CEQ/Environmental-Monitor/Environmental-Monitor/Environmental-Monitor---Current-Issue






When in Doubt, Scope it Out!
• Gain Inter-Agency Feedback

• Scoping provides an opportunity for other state agencies to 
become aware of projects and potential synergies 

• Public Involvement
• Aids in gathering input on localized issues that you may otherwise 

be unaware of

• Scoping can prompt suggestions for alternatives that can 
improve a project or reduce impacts

• Provides a transparent process for the review of a project 



Step 3 – Post-Scoping Notice 

• A Post-Scoping Notice is required if a project was scoped.  
It summarizes the process, comments received, the 
agency’s responses, and it says if the agency will prepare 
an Environmental Impact Evaluation (EIE);

• The agency must consult with any municipalities and state 
agencies that submitted substantive scoping comments;

• If the agency is not ready to publish a Post-Scoping 
Notice within 6 months, they must publish a Notice of Time 
Extension





Step 3 – Post-Scoping Notice continued
• An Environmental Review Checklist must be included 

with the Post-Scoping Notice for a project not needing 
an EIE

• Factors considered in ERC include:

A CEPA review might end here 

o Water quality 
o Public water supply 
o Flooding, in-stream flows, 

erosion or sedimentation  
o Historic or cultural sites
o Disruption of community
o Congestion 
o Effects of a changing 

climate on the project

o Natural communities or 
species

o Toxic or hazardous materials
o Aesthetic or visual effects
o Inconsistency with plans
o Energy use
o Human health & safety

o Air quality
o Noise
o Landscapes
o Agriculture
o Infrastructure
o Greenhouse gas emissions
o Effects on natural, cultural, 

recreational or scenic 
resources

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/opm/igpp/org/cepa/environmental_review_checklist_fillable.docx?rev=3df438eab2cd4e699311dac030004723&hash=6DAC907C96CC67F4B2B0BA3883A17664




Step 4 – Environmental Impact Evaluation 
   (if necessary)

• A detailed evaluation of a project, its potential 
impacts, and reasonable alternatives

• EIEs are rare for housing projects

• An EIE is a more complex process than scoping.



Step 5 (if necessary)
Agency Record of Decision
• Following an EIE, the state agency will prepare a concise 

public record of decision, which takes into consideration 
the agency’s findings in the EIE and public comments 
received.  

OPM Determination of Adequacy
• OPM determines if the EIE and the associated process are 

adequate. 
• If not, OPM will specify the areas of inadequacy with 

reference to CEPA or the CEPA regulations and specify 
the corrective action required.

A CEPA review might end here 



An overview of the possible steps in a CEPA review

STEP 1: Action is considered by the agency proposing or funding a 
project. 
a CEPA review might end here

STEP 2: CEPA Scoping 

STEP 3: CEPA Post-Scoping Notice 
a CEPA review might end here

STEP 4: Environmental Impact Evaluation (EIE)

STEP 5: An EIE is followed by an Agency Record of Decision and OPM 
determination of adequacy
 a CEPA review might end here



Contact Us
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Becca Dahl                    (860) 418-6412               rebecca.dahl@ct.gov
Justine Phillips-Gallucci            (860) 418-6292               justine.phillips-gallucci@ct.gov 

https://portal.ct.gov/OPM/IGPP/ORG/CEPA/
Overview-of-Connecticut-Environmental-
Policy-Act

For more information on CEPA visit
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