
 

 

Autism Spectrum Disorder Advisory Council 

Legislative Committee 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

Meeting Date Meeting Time Meeting Location  

10/06/2025 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm Zoom 

 

Member Name and Attendance 

ASD Advisory Body Members 

Jimnahs Miller, Chair X Meghan Gallagher, Member R Patrick Heick, Member R 

Yana Razumnaya, Chair X Carole Ryan-Hanlon, Member R Marcia Eckerd, Member X 

Melissa Hoon, Member X Sarah Schlegel, Member R Christine Faressa, Member X 

Kimberly Mearmen, Member R Julie Wolf, Member X Melissa Paul Perez, Member X 

Kari Sassu, Member X Lynne Altschuler, Member R Lois Rosenwald, Member X 

ASD Supporting Agencies & Other Participants  

Kathy Marchione, ADS BRS X Ann Gionet, DPH X Zani Imetovski, OPM X 

Bryan Klimkiewicz, CSDE X Tobey Partch-Davies, DRCT R Tara Viens, OPM R 

Dorothy Papa-Santini, CSDE X Christine Weston, DSS X Susan Stange, DSS X 

Stephanie Bozak, DCF R MaryBeth Miller, OEC X Jennifer Krom, Carelon X 

Krista Ostaszewski, DDS X Kolleen Kerski, OEC X   

Jennifer Abbatemarco, DMHAS X Judy Dowd, OPM X   

Attendance Key: R = attended remotely,  I = attended in-person,  X = absent 

 

 Agenda Responsible Person(s) 

1. Welcome & Introductions Kimberly Mearmen, Chair 

 Call to Order 

2. Presentation on Legislative Priorities Adrienne Benjamin & Rick 
Rothstein 

 Profound Autism Alliance  
The alliance worked with legislators to introduce HB 7108 with 2 goals, (1) to get data on number of people with 
ASD in DDS services, and (2) abuse and neglect reform.  
 
They are looking for independent investigators to be part of the abuse and neglect process, they meet once a 
month on Tuesday evenings at 7:30 pm.   
 
Additional information provided is attached below. 

3. Review & Approve Meeting Minutes Kimberly Mearmen 

 August & September 
Motion by Patrick 
2nd by Sarah  

4. New Business & Discussion  Kimberly Mearmen 

 No new policy proposals were submitted this month  
 
Priority 1: Insurance Mandate to Eliminate Age for ABA  



 

 

A letter was sent to Human Service Committee Chairs and no word yet, the group would like to send the letter to 
the children’s committee and all committee members.  
 
Priority 2: Autism Waiver Reform 
Waiver utilization is not only due to lack of staffing  
Some waiver participants are using minimum and don’t feel they need additional services but do not want to 
“give up” access to the waiver   
Providers believe service utilization is related to a person’s level of need so those who have a lower IQ and 
higher need are at the top of their budget and those with a higher IQ who are more self-sufficient are using the 
minimum  
Needs assessment will help identify what services are lacking and why there are unmet needs, it was brought up 
to consider exercise as part of life skills and DSS is looking at if this can be considered 
Additional conversation is needed with DSS  
 

5. Adjourn Kim Mearmen 

 Meeting ended at 3:05pm 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 


