

Minutes

Commission on Non-Profit Health and Human Services

March 8, 2011
10:00 a.m.

Capitol
Room 310
Hartford, CT

Members present: Co-Chairman Robert Dakers, Co-Chairman Peter DeBiasi, John Brooks, Doreen DelBianco, Marcie Dimenstein, Patrick J. Flaherty, Steven A. Girelli Donna Grant, William J. Hass, Joel R. Ide, Patrick J. Johnson Jr., Barry Kasdan, Lisa A. Mazzeo, Daniel J. O’Connell, Commissioner Peter H. O’Meara, Maureen Price-Boreland, Anne Ruwet 

Members Absent:  Representative Abercrombie, Deputy Commissioner Claudette J. Beaulieu, Cindy Butterfield, Cinda Cash, Dr. James H. Gatling, Raymond J. Gorman, James G. Palma Jr., Melodie Peters, David Pickus, Michael J. Purcaro, Jessica Sacilowski

Guest: Deborah Heinrich
I. Call to Order

Co-chairs Dakers called the meeting to order at 10:08 a.m.  Co-chair DeBiasi thanked State Representative Peter A. Tercyak for being in attendance.  

II. Approval of Minutes of the March 1, 2011 Meeting
A motion was made by William Hass (2nd: Donna Grant) to approve the minutes from the March 1, 2011 meeting.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote.
III. Work Group Final Report and Recommendations - Projected Cost Savings - Institutional v. Community Based Care, Projected Costs (2010-2014) 
Workgroup Co-chair Barry Kasdan thanked all the members of the workgroup as well as numerous others who participated in assisting the workgroup with their charge.
Co-chair Kasdan provided an overview of the work of the group, the difficulty involved in collecting and analyzing cost data, and the resulting report including the findings and recommendations. Kasdan noted the Workgroup was acutely aware of the difficulties related to clearly presenting data that only a small portion of the data collected by the workgroup appears in the report. 
The Commission members discussed the report noting concerns around comparing costs of institutional versus community-based care cost data without presenting details on what is or is not included in the cost of care totals.  These include the differenced in acuity of care, and what services are provided for the costs presented. . 
Findings in the report included that while long-term savings can be achieved by transitioning care from institutions to the community, this transition may cost more in the short term while both models co-exist.  It also states that there will likely always be a need for institutional care for some populations.

After a thorough discussion and a number of suggestions for revisions made by Commission members regarding the presentation of data, the Commission agreed to refer the report back to the workgroup for clarification of the data and recommendations. The goal of the data clarification will be to ensure that data is presented in a format that will make it clear to the reader what is included in each of costs noted.  Staff person Susan Simmat and Nonprofit Liaison Deb Heinrich will assist with this process. 
The workgroup will resubmit its report to the Commission at its meeting on March 15, 2011.    
IV. Guiding Principles
Administrative Efficiencies 

Co-chair Ide shared the workgroup’s most recent draft of the Guiding Principles.  Members discussed the draft providing comments to Mr. lde.  The workgroup will continue to work on the draft to incorporate members’ comments and report back to the Commission at the March 15th meeting.  
V. Revised Pending Achieving Administrative Efficiencies Recommendations
Workgroup Co-chair Ide reported draft changes the workgroup had made to two of the three pending recommendations.  The workgroup will continue their work on the pending recommendations and will submit them in writing to staff person Susan Simmat for distribution to Commission members when complete.    
VI. Future Meeting Schedule
Due to the number of items on the agenda for the March 15th meeting it was decided to begin the meeting at 9:30.  The meeting will be held at the Capitol, Room 310. 
Date
Time 
Proposed Agenda Items
· March 15, 2011
9:30 - 12:00
Work Group Final Report and Recommendations:
· Private Provider Cost Increases
· Projected Cost Savings - Institutional v. Community Care

Pending Achieving Administrative Efficiencies Recommendations

Guiding Principles
· March 29, 2011
10:00 - 12:00 
Final Report
VII. Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:38 am.

