
Minutes
Commission on Non-Profit Health and Human Services
August 31, 2010

10:00 a.m.

Legislative Office Building, Room 1E
Hartford, CT

Members present: Co-Chairman Robert Dakers, Co-Chairman Peter DeBiasi, Deputy Commissioner Claudette J. Beaulieu, John Brooks, Cindy Butterfield, Cinda Cash, Doreen DelBianco, Patrick J. Flaherty, Dr. James H. Gatling, Raymond J. Gorman, Donna Grant, William J. Hass, Joel R. Ide, Patrick J. Johnson Jr., Barry Kasdan, Lisa A. Mazzeo, Daniel J. O’Connell, Commissioner Peter H. O’Meara, James G. Palma Jr., Melodie Peters, David Pickus, Maureen Price-Boreland, Michael J. Purcaro, Anne Ruwet, Jessica Sacilowski 

Members Absent:  Representative Abercrombie, Marcie Dimenstein, Steven A. Girelli, 
I. Co-Chair Welcome and Introductions

Co-chairs Dakers and DeBiasi called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m.  
The Co-chairs welcomed the members of the Commission to the first meeting, introduced themselves to the group and asked each member to do the same. 

II. Review of Special Act 10-5
The Co-chairs reviewed Special Act 10-5, which created the Commission including the definition of a purchase of service contract, how members were appointed, the charge of the Commission as outlined in section 1(f) of the Act, and the deadlines established in the Act for the work of the Commission.
A copy of the first twelve pages of the SFY 2009 OPM Purchase of Services Report to the General Assembly was reviewed.  The full report can be viewed on the OPM website at this link http://www.ct.gov/opm/lib/opm/finance/psa/fy2009_pos_report.pdf
III. Discussion of Commission’s Charge
Co-chair DeBiasi stated that the Commission can hopefully provide recommendations for a sustainable approach to meeting the health and human service needs of Connecticut’s residents.  He stated that there would be three phases in carrying out the charge:

1. Listening/Learning using currently available data
2. Analyzing Data

3. Recommending budget, policy and/or statutory changes that have a likelihood of being implemented
Co-Chair Dakers spoke of the funding issues that have a fiscal impact on non-profit providers, quality of services, revenue sources and how the State can work with non-profits to improve efficiencies.   
Co-Chair Dakers also spoke of the Non-Profit Collaborative Incentive Grant Program.  Applications for this program are due September 22, 2010.

Members of the Commission then discussed the charge and issues to look at when carrying out the charge. Concern was raised that the time frame and deadlines in the legislation governing the Commission would need to be considered in determining the scope of work.  Concern was also expressed about whether or not data and information were available to carry out the five charges in Section 1(f) of the Act.
IV. Discussion of Commission’s Process

The Co-Chairs re-stated the three phases of work for the Commission (learning/listening, analyzing, recommending) and that for the learning phase the Commission would need to identify and assemble existing data, reports, etc. that could be used in the analyzing  phase of work.  
It was suggested and supported by many members that the Commission consider identifying a limited number of “services” to concentrate on in order to focus the Commission’s work. 
The Co-Chairs asked that as “homework” members identify and submit to the Commission any data, reports or information that can be used to carry out the five charges.  The submitted information will be reviewed, shared with the full membership and that which is deemed more germane will be presented to and discussed by the Commission at future meetings.
The members were reminded that the Commission’s preliminary report is due January 1, 2011 and the final report by April 1, 2011.

V. 2010 Meeting Schedule
The following meeting dates were selected for the remainder of 2010:

· Tuesday, September 21st
· Tuesday, October 19th
· Tuesday, November 16th
· Tuesday, December 14th
All meetings will be held from 10-11:30 a.m. at the Legislative Office Building. Room assignment to be determined. 

VI.   Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 11:31 a.m.

