
Check 
Clearinghouse and 
Research resources 

for studies.
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Does the 
Expenditure 

Category (EC) 
require evidence?

Yes

Did you find at least 
one experimental 
study with positive 

findings?

Yes

No

The evidence basis is moderate. 
No further program evaluation is 

required. Confirm agency indicators 
with OPM's Eval and Impact 

Unit. Record 100% of this investment 
as "evidence-based."

The evidence basis is strong. 
No further program evaluation is 

required. Confirm agency indicators 
with OPM's Eval and Impact 

Unit. Record 100% of this investment 
as "evidence-based."

Did you find at least one 
quasi-experimental study
or two non-experimental 

studies with positive findings?

YesNo

Did you find at least one non-
experimental study with positive 

findings?

Is the project budget 
less than $500,000?

The evidence basis is preliminary. 
Based on the project budget, no 

further program evaluation is 
required. Confirm agency indicators 

with OPM's Eval and Impact Unit.

Program evaluation is necessary and 
allowable. Please work with your OPM 
Federal Funds budget analysts as well 

as the OPM Evaluation and Impact Unit 
to get started.
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Establishing the Evidence 
Basis for ARPA Investments
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