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For 2022, OPM expanded upon the 2021 analysis, comparing the
2018 release cohort to 2015 and 2017 over a 36-month period.

Recidivism again defined as: A person’s first
return, for any reason, to a Connecticut DOC

facility following release or discharge into the 2015 2017 2018
community. _
DOC Population on July 1st 16,025 14,333 13,371 -16.6%
Study population: sentenced individuals ,
. _ _ Release/Discharged Study pop.
released or discharged into the community
from a correctional facility in calendar years  Sentenced 10,361 9,293 8,601 -17.0%

2015, 2017, and 2018.

Cohorts do not include people released with DOC
status code of X, which consists of special parole  Female 1,258 1,238 1,123 10.7%
and interstate transfers.

Male 9,403 8,055 7,478 -17.9%

Following release or discharge, we looked for ~ Underthe age of 25 2,098 1647 138  -33.8%

a subsequent re-admission to a DOC facility
within 36 months of release.



Although the 2015 and 2017 cohorts’ cumulative recidivism rates were
consistent, rates for 2018 fall below the others over three years.
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6- and 12-month rates were similar across all cohorts; 2018 return
rates notably lower two- and three-years following release.
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Cohort changes may explain a
small amount of the observed
differences.

Release cohort populations:
Smaller as system contracts

Aging

2015 2017

# % # %
151025 2098 20.2% 1647 17.7% 1389 16.1%

26t031 2284 22.0% 2109 22.7% 1942 22.6%
32 to 37 1921 185% 1795 19.3% 1717 20.0%
38 1to 47 2105 20.3% 1970 21.2% 1805 21.0%

48 and
Older 1953 18.8% 1772 191% 1748 20.3%

Total 10361 9293 8601



COVID-19 pandemic the major factor contributing to 2018 differences.
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Pandemic impact on returns associated with changes in arrest trends.

The chart shows criminal and
motor vehicle arrests by month
from January 2019 - February
2022.

12,000
10,000

8,000
OPM believes the marked and

sustained shifts in arrest
volumes following the
pandemic significantly
influenced the 2018 two- and
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pre-pandemic levels: February

2022 arrests were 25% lower
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People with multiple prior sentences have a higher likelihood of returning to a
correctional facility than those with fewer prior sentences.
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Additional findings: Recidivism among women & those with RREC
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Across all three cohorts, women returned to
correctional facilities at significantly lower
rates than the 2015 benchmark.

After three years, the 2018 women’s cohort
cumulative rate was nearly 8% lower than the
2017 women'’s cohort.

Cumulative Percent with RREC at Discharge Returned
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New for 2022, OPM CJPPD examined returns
by individuals discharged with Risk Reduction
Earned Credit (RREC) across all three cohorts.

At 36 months, RREC earners demonstrate
similar rates of return to the 2015 benchmark
rate.



Future OPM CJPPD recidivism study priorities

Build on existing approach, continuing to provide aggregate comparisons between
future cohorts and benchmark year.

Expand to include alternative recidivism measures for consideration.

Expand study of sub-group and special topical analyses.

Further explore COVID-19 pandemic effects upon recidivism.
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Revisiting the 2021 Correctional Population Projection

= Here we first review the year-end
performance of OPM CJPPD’s 2021
projection.
= Assessing the performance of prior forecasts a

key step in OPM CJPPD’s annual projection
process.

= We also review long term correction trends
and the COVID-19 pandemic’s impacts on
the population.

February 2021

February 2021

OPM - Criminal Justice Policy & Planning Division

Prison Population Projection

Highlights

The comrection populabon (s
projected to remain easentially
fiat—at approximatety 9,000
people—from February 2021 to
2022,

Accurately estimating the impact of
a complax public-health response
on the comection poputation
exceeds the scope of this analyss_
OFM CJPPD can reasonably
forecast that as processes more
broadly return to normal in 2021,
he comection populaton will
gradually tick up.

Last year, the state’s prison
population contracted by 27%. For
comparison, between 2008 and
2020 the comecton poputation
declined by an annual average of
3.8%. 2020's sieeper dechine was
driven by disruptive forces created
by the pandemic as admissions
shrank and discrationary releases
for suitable cases were priortized.

Last year's unanticipated
contraction first appeared in March
2020, when the populabon shiank
S%. Initially, Monthiy fmaicator
Reparts focused on front-end
processes: fewer amests and
prison admissions. Subseguent
analysis highlighted back-and
factors as discretionary releases
rose as & proportion of &l exits.

By Ociober, a new pathern
emerged: a slower churn and a
rmore stable month-over-manth
population count. The pandamic
was no longer driving the prson
population down as starkly as in
the spring and summer months.

OFM CJPPD expects this late-
2020 to camy over Ints 2021 untd
the pandemic’s effects are fully
sulbdued.

Thie Connescticut Statistical snalysis Center

Forecasting the size of the prison population

OFM bepgan forecasting the DOC faciity population in 2007, making 2021
the fifteenth edition of OFM's prison population forecast. Owver the past
decade and & hatf, OFM methodology has evolved from an Auto
Regreasive Integrated Moving Average (ARIMA) to the rellance on trend
data, an input-output model of operational flows and qualiative
asgessments of the impact of proposed legisiative and policy changes. In
both cases, historicalperformance data underpins the analysis. Under
normal circumstances, every Febmuary OPM CJPPD has managed to
predict within 5% of target the prison population 12 months out.

A globad health pandemic suddenly disnupted the underying trends in
3020, pushing the prson populaton far bebow OFM's February forecast
Last February a reduction of 4.4% was predicted. The prison populaton
actually contracted by 27%.

Understandably, forecasting a target that's dependent on a pandemic i
wery difficult. Ammiving &t a reliable prediction in times of uncertanty
inclsde three main steps: find out where changes starbed happening,
quantify & baseline for what should have happened without the disruption,
and calculate the distance from baseline to realty.

OPM CIPPD progects the comection population will be the same size In
February 2022 as at the start of the forecast period: approcimatsty 9,000
people. The DOC populstion is projected to remain flat or grow slghtly in
the long 1erm as it inches forwand, retuming to the overall rend seen
before e disrupton brought on by the pandemic.

Connecticut's prison population, actual and projected
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OPM’s annual correctional population forecast has tracked the actual
population within 5%
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= Most years, the variances from OPM’s forecasted population to the actual population range within 5% at the February
end-of-reporting cycle.

= Only twice has the correction count varied from OPM’s projections by more than 5% at the end of the reporting cycle:
2021 and this year, 2022.
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As of February 1, the correction facility population stood at 9,719,
8% higher than OPM’s 2021 Annual Forecast estimate.
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As shown, the divergence of the
. - . 12,500
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. 12,000 |
our forecast began in June 2021 ~H-Feb 20 Forecast
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Growth of the pretrial population 11,000
held in DOC facilities drove the 10,500
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' 9,500
population :l, 89%
. . 9,000
The accused population increased 5 086
31% since February 2021 8,500 ’
. 8,000
The sentenced population shrank by ’ S Mz P ZT == > WO ZOS T ZETEZT S>> MO Z O S T
3% over this same period %Q%EE%ESQQQQEQ%%E%E%%QQQEQ

15



COVID-19 pandemic’s disruption of long-term population trends
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Comparing OPM’s 2021 Annual Forecast approach against actual

population changes
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= OPM developed the 2021 Annual

Forecast by opting for estimates
between the slow and moderate
return to trend lines.

= |n actuality, the population

changes between March 2021 and
February 2022 exceeded our fast
return trajectory.

17



Grappling with uncertainty to develop the 2022 Annual Forecast

25,000

20,000 The historic trends underpinning OPM
forecasts tell three distinct, different

stories:

19,000 = A steady decline (February 2008 to
February 2020)
10,000 = A steep drop before leveling out
(March 2020 to February 2021)
- 000 = Modest growth (March 2021 to
’ February 2022)
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OPM'’s approach to developing the 2022 Annual Forecast

Hold preliminary discussions with DOC staff to inform our
expectations for 2022 and 2023

Build upon insights from 2021 Annual Forecast development and
performance

Employ multiple forecast methodologies
Assess range of forecast estimates

Develop composite forecast interpreting results across forecast
methods

19




Resulting range of 2022-23 forecast estimates
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For 2022’s forecast, OPM CJPPD
utilized 20 different forecasts
representing a variety of
methods, including:

Benchmark methods

OPM'’s input-output methodology

ARIMA

ETS

Included a mix of forecasts
utilizing pre-COVID trends only
and forecasts built with post-
pandemic data
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The 2022 Annual Forecast of the Correction Population
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THANK YOU

For more information, please visit

OPM wishes to acknowledge the contributions of:
Board of Pardons and Parole

Court Operations, Judicial Branch

Court Support Services Division, Judicial Branch
Criminal Justice Information System

Department of Correction

22



	Criminal Justice Policy & Planning Division:
	Today’s report includes two sections:
	Today’s report includes two sections:
	For 2022, OPM expanded upon the 2021 analysis, comparing the 2018 release cohort to 2015 and 2017 over a 36-month period.
	Although the 2015 and 2017 cohorts’ cumulative recidivism rates were consistent, rates for 2018 fall below the others over three years.
	6- and 12-month rates were similar across all cohorts; 2018 return rates notably lower two- and three-years following release.
	COVID-19 pandemic the major factor contributing to 2018 differences.
	Pandemic impact on returns associated with changes in arrest trends.
	People with multiple prior sentences have a higher likelihood of returning to a correctional facility than those with fewer prior sentences. 
	Additional findings: Recidivism among women & those with RREC
	Future OPM CJPPD recidivism study priorities
	Today’s report includes two sections:
	Revisiting the 2021 Correctional Population Projection 
	OPM’s annual correctional population forecast has tracked the actual population within 5%
	As of February 1, the correction facility population stood at 9,719, �8% higher than OPM’s 2021 Annual Forecast estimate.
	COVID-19 pandemic’s disruption of long-term population trends
	Comparing OPM’s 2021 Annual Forecast approach against actual population changes
	Grappling with uncertainty to develop the 2022 Annual Forecast
	OPM’s approach to developing the 2022 Annual Forecast
	Resulting range of 2022-23 forecast estimates
	The 2022 Annual Forecast of the Correction Population
	Thank you

