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LANDING PAGE/Sidebar: “Overview”

On June 25, 2022, President Joe Biden signed The Bipartisan Safer Communities Act of 2022, following passage by Congress, which contains provisions including preventing and reducing gun violence, saving lives, and keeping guns out of dangerous hands. Additionally, the federal act establishes the Byrne State Crisis Intervention Program (Byrne SCIP) for which the United States Department of Justice (US DOJ) is authorized to release funds to states. Byrne SCIP funds the creation and/or implementation of extreme risk protection order (ERPO) programs, state crisis intervention court proceedings, and related gun violence reduction programs and initiatives.

The Office of Policy and Management Criminal Justice Policy and Planning Division (OPM CJPPD) serves as the State Administering Agency (SAA) for Connecticut’s federal SCIP funds. OPM CJPPD developed a program and budget plan in coordination with members of Connecticut’s active, statutorily established Criminal Justice Policy Advisory Commission (CJPAC). CJPAC fulfills the US DOJ requirements and is performing the required Byrne SCIP advisory functions. 

OPM CJPPD expects to follow a similar process to the one used while administering Byrne JAG program funding. Grant announcements will be created for each program area in the Byrne SCIP Program Plan that invite interested parties to prepare proposals for projects to use available funds. Please note, OPM CJPPD must obtain prior approval for all subawards from US DOJ before OPM will execute a grant award.




Sidebar: “Eligibility and Application Information”
The Office of Policy and Management Criminal Justice Policy and Planning Division (OPM CJPPD) serves as the State Administering Agency (SAA) for the distribution of Byrne SCIP grant funds in Connecticut. As the State Administering Agency, OPM CJPPD receives funding and is responsible for appropriately distributing the funds throughout the state. 
OPM CJPPD is currently accepting grant applications for Program Area # 4 – Safe Storage of Firearms from eligible entities. 

Eligible entities include, but are not limited to, state agencies, non-profit organizations, federally recognized tribal nations, coalitions, inter-municipal groups and taskforces, and private entities.  All recipients and subrecipients (including any for-profit organization) must forgo any profit or management fee.

[bookmark: _Int_FY5fftjb]Applicants must demonstrate a history of financial and programmatic capacity similar to what is proposed in their Byrne SCIP project application. To be considered for the maximum subaward available, a nonprofit must demonstrate a project portfolio exceeding $250,000 per year. Requests for smaller amounts should be supported by a track record of implementing projects of an equal scale and budget.  Applicant organizations must be willing to allow OPM CJPPD to review their financial systems to ensure that the applying entity would be able to pass strict federal and state financial reviews and audits. Additionally, applicants that do not meet the stated guidelines can seek to partner with other entities who qualify for Byrne-SCIP to have project/program funds passed through.

A total of $308,780 is available to fund projects for a 12-month grant term. Funds for the proposed program shall be used to implement activities that address one or more of the objectives below and align to the corresponding program area summary. 

· [bookmark: _Hlk151383060]Purpose: Promote the safe storage of firearms inside the home or motor vehicle 
· [bookmark: _Hlk151041860]Program area summary: programs (i) demonstrating a logical, fair, and equitable strategy to distribute safes, lock boxes, and other storage supplies; (ii) public awareness materials focusing on constituencies such as veterans, victims and victim advocates, older adults, new gun owners, or Black, Indigenous, and people of color; (iii) public awareness materials focusing on goals, including suicide prevention, intimate partner violence reduction, prevention of theft of firearms, curbing community gun violence; or (iv) some or all of the above.
· [bookmark: _Hlk151041882]Objectives include: 
· Distributing safes, lock boxes, and other storage supplies to safeguard firearms inside the home, motor vehicle, or both;
· Increasing public awareness — such as radio, television, social media, websites, and recorded videos —including tailored messages to constituencies promoting the safe storage of firearms; and
· Developing print materials — such as fact sheets, brochures, and flyers — with tailored messages to constituencies or groups promoting the safe storage of firearms.
Application Process
In order to apply, potential subrecipients must submit a coversheet, application, narrative, and budget to OPM. Additionally, in order to be eligible for grant funds, applicants must have an active Unique Entity Number registered in SAM.GOV, a FEIN number, written accounting policies and procedures, a financial management system that is able to track actual expenditures and outlays, in addition to other requirements described in the federal, interagency/general, and special conditions. 

Completed application packages must be submitted electronically to ryan.fleischman@ct.gov by Friday, May 10, 2024.  Email the following completed documents with “Byrne SCIP Safe Storage of Firearms Application” in the subject line. 

· Coversheet

· Byrne SCIP Application Sheet 

· Byrne SCIP Narrative Sheet 

· Byrne SCIP Budget Sheet

The budget narrative must describe each line item requested in the budget and explain all costs included in the budget, including how the costs of goods and services are determined and how they will fulfill the objectives of the project.


Limitations on the use of Byrne SCIP funds 

In addition to the unallowable costs identified in the DOJ Grants Financial Guide, award funds may not be used for the following: 
• Prizes, rewards, entertainment, trinkets (or any type of monetary incentive) • Client stipends 
• Gift cards 
• Food and beverage 
• Unmanned aircraft systems (UAS), including unmanned aircraft vehicles (UAV), and all accompanying accessories to support UAS or UAV 
• In general, as a matter of federal law, funds may not be used, either directly or indirectly, to support the enactment, repeal, modification, or adoption of any law, regulation, or policy, at any level of government. See 18 U.S.C. 1913. Recipients and subrecipients must comply with the provisions in 2 C.F.R. § 200.450 (Lobbying) and 18 U.S.C. 1913, as appropriate. Also, see Chapter 2.1 of the DOJ Grants Financial Guide for specifics about restrictions on lobbying. 




Sidebar:  “Reporting Requirements”

As the State Administering Agency, OPM must ensure that all funding is utilized correctly and according to federal, state, and special conditions. In order to do so, OPM collects quarterly progress reports and quarterly financial reports.

Quarterly progress reports are reports that detail the narrative activities of subgrantees who receive funds under the Byrne SCIP award. Subgrantees must submit a progress report for each active subgrant for each quarter that the grant is active.

Financial reports explain the expenditures of the sub grant and unless otherwise indicated, are submitted via OPM’s online Grant Management System, Grantium (please see the Grantium tab for more information on Grantium). Sub grantees must spend according to the budget they submitted at application time or according to a revised budget. Revised budgets must be submitted and approved before sub grantees may spend differently than indicated in their original application. In addition to financial reports, the OPM program manager may request supplemental documentation, such as timesheets, receipts, invoices, and contracts to confirm that the expenditures are being spent according to how they are reported.	Comment by Fleischman, Ryan: Hyperlink to the "Byrne SCIP Quarterly Progress Report" download Word document
Reporting schedule:
	Quarter
	Dates
	Report due dates

	First quarter
	July 1 – September 30
	October 15

	Second quarter
	October 1 – December 31
	January 15

	Third quarter
	January 1 – March 31
	April 15

	Fourth quarter
	April 1 – June 30
	July 15





Sidebar:  “Statutory Authority”
The Office of Policy and Management, Criminal Justice Policy and Planning Division makes grant awards under this program in accordance with the Bipartisan Safer Communities Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2022 (Pub. L. No. 117-159, 136 Stat. 1313, 1339); 28 U.S.C. 530C, and in accordance with the grant solicitation and DOJ guidelines.
Federal grant awards have conditions that govern the use of funds under that grant award. OPM CJPPD attaches all Federal, General, and Special conditions to each grant award. If another copy of the conditions is needed, please reach out to OPM CJPPD for a copy of the special conditions relevant to a specific award. 




Sidebar:  “Contact”
Ryan Fleischman
Lead Planning Analyst
Office of Policy and Management
Criminal Justice Policy and Planning Division
450 Capitol Avenue, MS# 52CJP
Hartford, CT  06106
860-418-6306
Ryan.Fleischman@ct.gov
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