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· To work with local school districts to improve student achievement and close the achievement gap by providing necessary supports and interventions to districts and schools.
· To support school districts with leadership, curriculum, research, planning, evaluation, education technology data analyses and other assistance as needed.
· To distribute funds to school districts through 28 grant programs, including Education Cost Sharing (by far the largest grant to districts) at $2 billion.
· To ensure the quality of teachers and school leaders through the development and implementation of educator evaluation and supports and by providing professional development opportunities. 
· To operate the Connecticut Technical High School System (CTHSS), the state’s largest secondary school system serving over 10,700 high school students and 440 adult learners. The CTHSS is overseen by an 11-member board that includes members from education and industry as well as the commissioners from the Department of Labor and the Department of Economic and Community Development.
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