Office of Higher Education 

Agency Description  	

The public system of higher education in Connecticut consists of 18 degree-granting institutions organized into:  the University of Connecticut, its five regional branch campuses and health center; and the Board of Regents, including the four regional Connecticut State Universities, the twelve Connecticut Community-Technical Colleges, and Charter Oak State College, the state's only external degree-granting institution.  Twenty-eight independent colleges and universities, the U.S. Coast Guard Academy and more than seventy private occupational schools also serve Connecticut. 
The Office of Higher Education was re-organized in July 2011 to administer programs supporting Connecticut’s higher education system.  Those programs include academic program review and approval for independent institutions, as well as private occupational and hospital-based schools; three student financial aid programs for Connecticut undergraduates, in addition to programs for teachers and lawyers; and programs for students through the Minority Advancement Program, the Commission on Community Service, the and Teacher Quality Partnership Grants.
In fall of 2012, a record 202,858 students enrolled in Connecticut’s public and independent colleges and universities.  At the same time, the state’s institutions of higher education awarded 42,590 degrees.  In the last twenty years, the number of degrees awarded per 100,000 population has increased 24 percent.  More people – high school graduates, adults, women and members of minority groups – are entering and completing post-secondary education than ever before. Maintaining accessibility and affordability in higher education in these difficult economic times is crucial for the benefit of society and the economy .

	Outcome Measure

	
	1992
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	Degrees Conferred per 100,000 Population
	901
	1,113







Administration of Higher Education programs
Statutory Reference
C.G.S. Sections 10a-1d, 10a-10 through 17, 10a-22, 10a-29, 10a-34  through 10a-42, 10a-48. 
Statement of Need and Program Objectives 
To administer programs supporting Connecticut’s higher education system.  
Program Description 
Providing consumer protection for students, the office is responsible for reviewing and approving degree-granting independent colleges and universities (both for-profit and non-profit) as well as academic programs offered in Connecticut by out-of-state schools before final approval is given by the State Board of Education. This work assures that independent institutions located in Connecticut meet the state’s high standards of academic quality before they can admit or graduate students.
Connecticut is home to 26 non-profit and for-profit independent institutions, and 25 programs offered by colleges located outside of the state. The office also manages the following specific programs: 
Private Occupational School oversight provides a means to ensure the overall quality and financial viability of some 65 institutions, with an identified 28 branches as well as 8 hospital-based schools.
The office, as the state’s approving agency for the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs, renders necessary services to inspect, approve and provide technical assistance to those educational institutions qualified to furnish instruction to veterans and other eligible persons through the GI Bill.  
The Minority Advancement Program (MAP) provides early intervention programs at the high school level (ConnCAP) to increase the pool of qualified minority students for higher education and provides a performance-based grant program to focus on retention.
The state's National Service Initiative, which is staffed by the office, administers the federal AmeriCorps Program in Connecticut and underwrites service jobs in areas of community need as well as funding the Connecticut State Employee Mentoring and Tutoring Program.
The Teacher Quality Partnership Grant Program seeks to raise student achievement by strengthening the effectiveness of teachers and other school personnel. Using a competitive award process, this program supports partnerships of schools and colleges which focus on improving content mastery and teaching skills, especially in mathematics and science.
The Educational and Employment Information Center (EEIC) is a statewide referral and information service for anyone who has questions about learning and careers.  It provides free information about courses, job training, student financial aid and college preparation.


Student Financial Assistance 

Statutory Reference
C.G.S. Sections 10a-22, 10a-40, 10a-65, and 10a-163 through 10a-169. 
Statement of Need and Program Objectives 
To ensure access for qualified and needy residents to educational opportunities at public and private post-secondary educational institutions and encourage completion once enrolled by providing various forms of student financial assistance grants and scholarships.  
Program Description 
The student financial assistance program administered by the office is comprised of a diversity of specially tailored programs that provide direct and indirect state and federal grant and loan reimbursement aid to Connecticut residents.  There are six major components of the program. 
The Minority Teacher Incentive Program and Weisman Scholarship Program provide annual $5,000 awards to minority students in teacher training programs and provide graduates who teach in Connecticut schools with annual $2,500 stipends to assist in repayment of college loans.  The maximum award, grants and loans combined, for each participant is $20,000.  In 2012, the program’s fifteenth year, 181 awards were made, including stipends to 55 recipients teaching in Connecticut schools.
Awards to Children of Deceased, Disabled, and Missing in Action Veterans is designed to provide assistance to the sons and daughters of armed forces veterans who died, were totally disabled, or became missing in action during time of the Vietnam War.  The annual grant per student is $400 and students must demonstrate financial need. This program has been dormant for several years because there are no longer any eligible applicants. 



