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The Commission on Children is a legislative agency established to:  study the status of children and children's programs in order to identify programs, policies and legislation that will improve the development of children and strengthen the capabilities of families to provide for children's basic needs; inform individuals and leaders of business, labor, education, state and local government, the media and the General Assembly of findings and recommendations; promote child and family program and policy coordination across the three branches of government and between local and state endeavors and perform services to facilitate adoption of the recommendation.


The Commission on Children is recommended for consolidation into a new Commission on Citizen Advocacy in the Governor’s budget as part of his proposal to restructure and transform state government.

PROMOTE Public Policies in Children’s Best Interests

Statutory Reference  
C.G.S. Section 46a-126.  
Statement of Need and Program Objectives 
To study the status of children and children's programs in order to identify programs, policies and legislation that will improve the development of children and strengthen the capabilities of families to provide for children's basic needs.  To inform individuals and leaders of business, labor, education, state and local government, the media and the General Assembly of findings and recommendations and perform services to facilitate adoption of the recommendations. 
Program Description 
The major activities through which the commission achieves its objectives are summarized as follows: 
Assist in the development of legislative proposals through research and input from a wide variety of national and state resources; act as a resource to legislators regarding proposals for children; promote coordination between state agencies and programs serving children and serve on agency and interagency advisory committees; meet with national and state business leaders based in Connecticut to link the optimal growth of children to the long-term growth of the economy;  brief business leaders on children's issues regularly; analyze demographic, economic and service delivery trends affecting the development of children; research issues determined by the commission to have a major impact on child development and family strength; meet with private providers of service to children, foster parents, parents, grandparents raising children and pertinent support groups to understand their concerns and to receive requests for information and recommendations for study; identify gaps or inadequacies in service to children and make recommendations for legislative, regulatory or administrative change; develop and distribute informational materials regarding children's issues and respond to public queries about services and policies for children and families; design and implement major media campaign for parents on early childhood and school readiness; inform the public and policymakers of social health trends in Connecticut through release of the Social Health Index; design and implement parent leadership initiatives; and provide technical assistance to mayors and regional policy efforts on children's issues.



