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The public system of higher education in Connecticut consists of 18 degree-granting institutions organized into:  the University of Connecticut, its five regional branch campuses and health center; and the Board of Regents including the four regional Connecticut State Universities, the twelve Connecticut Community-Technical Colleges, and Charter Oak State College, the state's only external degree-granting institution.  Twenty-eight independent colleges and universities, the U.S. Coast Guard Academy and more than seventy private occupational schools also serve Connecticut. 

The Office of Higher Education was re-organized in July 2011 to administer programs supporting Connecticut’s higher education system.  Those programs include academic program review and approval for independent institutions, as well as private occupational and hospital-based schools; three student financial aid programs for Connecticut undergraduates, in addition to programs for teachers and lawyers; and programs for students through the Minority Advancement Program, the Commission on Community Service, and Teacher Quality Partnership Grants.  
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