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To Investigate Fatalities
· Deaths due to any form of injury, whether resulting from accident, suicide or homicide.
· Sudden or unexpected deaths not due to readily recognizable disease.
· Deaths occurring under suspicious circumstances (e.g. child abuse).
· Deaths of any individual whose body is to be disposed of in a manner that will render it unavailable for later examination.
· Deaths at or related to the workplace.
· Deaths due to disease that might constitute a threat to the public health.

To Protect the Public Health
· By diagnosing previously unsuspected contagious disease.
· By identifying hazardous environmental conditions in the workplace, the home and elsewhere.
· By identifying trends such as changes in the numbers of homicides, traffic fatalities, and drug and alcohol related deaths.
· By identifying new types and forms of drugs appearing in the state or existing drugs/substances becoming new subjects of abuse.
· By providing information that will lead to proper adjudication in criminal matters and prevent unnecessary litigation.
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