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· Founded in 1881, the University of Connecticut serves as the flagship for public higher education and the primary doctoral degree granting public institution in the state, and is dedicated to excellence demonstrated through national and international recognition. 

· Through freedom of academic inquiry and expression, the University creates and disseminates knowledge by means of scholarly and creative achievements, graduate and professional education, and outreach. 
· Through a focus on teaching and learning, the University helps every student grow intellectually and become a contributing member of the state, national, and world communities.  

· Through research, teaching, service, outreach, and public engagement, the University embraces diversity and cultivates leadership, integrity, and engaged citizenship in the University’s students, faculty, staff, and alumni.  

· As the state’s flagship public university, and as a land and sea grant institution, the University promotes the health and well being of Connecticut’s citizens through enhancing the social, economic, cultural, and natural environments of the state and beyond.  
Recent Highlights 

Ranking

For the 12th consecutive year, the University of Connecticut was named the top public university in New England in U.S. News & World Report: America’s Best Colleges.  The 2010 report ranked UConn 27th among 164 public American universities with national reputations.

Freshmen Enrollment

In Fall 2010, 30,034 students were enrolled in degree credit programs at the Storrs campus, regional campuses  (Avery Point, Stamford, Torrington, West Hartford, and Waterbury), School of Law and Graduate Business Learning Center in Hartford, School of Social Work in West Hartford, and Schools of Medicine and Dental Medicine and graduate programs at the Health Center in Farmington.  The enrollment represents the largest number of students ever at the University.  

Freshmen applications to UConn have risen dramatically, from 10,809 for Fall 1995 to 23,278 for Fall 2010.  Almost 4,600 new freshmen and nearly 1,000 new transfers joined the UConn community in Fall 2010.  At all of UConn’s campuses, 74 percent of the new freshmen were Connecticut residents, and 28 percent were from minority groups.  

Student Retention

Student retention continued to be remarkably high, with 92% of all freshmen and 94% of minority freshman at Storrs remaining for their sophomore year.  Six-year graduation rates at Storrs ranked UConn 21st among 58 public research universities for all freshmen (with a rate of 76%) and 22nd out of 58 for minority freshmen (a rate of 70%).  Latest (Fall 2009) Storrs rates are even higher (78% and 72%).  

Degrees Conferred

Approximately 7,000 degrees were conferred in FY 2010 for completions of undergraduate, graduate, and professional programs at the Storrs, regional and Health Center campuses.  Since its founding in 1881, the University has conferred more than 249,400 degrees.  

Research Grants

UConn research and training grants exceeded $230 million in FY 2010 from federal agencies.  The Storrs campus has approximately 85 active centers and institutes involved in research and graduate education. These centers include the following: Biotechnology/Bioservices Center, Booth Engineering Center for Advanced Technology, Center for Environmental Sciences and Engineering, Center for Health,  Intervention and Prevention, Center for Public Health and Health Policy, Center for Regenerative Biology, Connecticut Sea Grant College Program, Institute of Materials Science, Marine Sciences and Technology Center, National Undersea Research Center, Neag Center for Gifted Education and Talent Development, and Roper Center for Public Opinion Research.
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